
SENATE No. 553

C6e Commontoealti) of e^assacijusctto

Senate, May 10, 1945.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to which
was recommitted the House Bill relative to attorneys’
liens (House, No. 1777), reports recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
with the same title, and that, when so amended, the
same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act relative to attorneys’ liens

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cl)e Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-one
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section fifty, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the three fol-
-5 lowing sections:
6 Section 50. From the authorized commencement
7 of an action, counterclaim or other proceeding in any
8 court, or appearance in any proceeding before any
9 state or federal department, board or commission,

10 the attorney who appears for a client in such pro-
-11 ceeding shall have a lien for his reasonable fees and
12 expenses upon his client’s cause of action, counter-
-13 claim or claim, upon the judgment, decree or other
14 order in his client’s favor entered or made in such
15 proceeding, and upon the proceeds derived therefrom.
16 Upon request of the client or of the attorney, the
17 court in which the action is pending, or the superior
18 court, may determine and enforce the lien; provided,
19 that the provisions of this sentence shall not apply
20 to any case where the method of the determination
21 of attorneys’ fees is otherwise expressly provided by
22 statute.
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23 Section 50A . Payment by a city or town to a client
24 in full or in settlement of any claim, counterclaim,
25 cause of action, judgment, execution, order or decree
26 shall discharge the city or town from all liability on

27 account of any attorney’s liens thereon or on the pro-

-28 ceeds derived therefrom unless the treasurer of the
29 city or town has received written notice from an

30 attorney having a lien under section fifty that he
31 claims such hen.
32 Section 808. The court shall determine all claims
33 in a summary matter, but without abridging the
34 right of trial by jury as guaranteed by the constitution.

1 Section 2. Section ninety-three of chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter one hun-
-3 dred and ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and forty-three, is hereby further amended by strik-
-5 ing out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof
6 the following sentence: The collector’s rights under

7 this section shall not be affected by any assignment
8 or trustee process or attorney’s lien.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on September
2 first of the current year.
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