
SENATE .... No. 612

Executive Department
State House, Boston, June 28, 1945.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning to you herewith without my approval
House Bill 1695 App. H being “An Act restricting

EXPENSE ASSESSMENTS BY FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIE-
TIES.

This legislation proposes to prevent fraternal benefit
societies from obtaining for expenses or any other pur-
pose an amount of money equivalent to the assessment
to the mortuary fund waived in accordance with the
provisions of Section 17 of Chapter 176 of the General
Laws. It proposes to achieve this result by prohibiting
the simultaneous calling of an expense assessment under
section 40 of said Chapter 176, and the waiving of a
mortuary fund contribution.

If enacted into Law at this time this legislation will
put an end to the educational, charitable and humani-
tarian program of certain well-managed fraternities
operating in Massachusetts.

This legislation does not appear necessary to safe-
guard the interests of the individual societies, and in no

way affects the stability of the mortuary fund or the
adequacy of reserves required by law.

The amount of waived assessment is obtained only
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due notice to individual members as to the use
or purpose of the assessment.

There appears to be no immediate and urgent need for
the proposed legislation since by its terms it is to become,

effective January 1, 1948.
Considering the fact that a further study is to be given

to the subject matter, of Massachusetts fraternal in-
surance laws by a special recess commission, it is sug-
gested that the entire subject matter of 1695-H be sub-
mitted for further study to the special commission.

Respectfully,

MAERICE J. TOBIN,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


