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D elivered B efore th e  G eneral C ou rt, B oston , Janu ary  4, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

A. I n t r o d u c t io n .

We meet at a fateful hour in the history of the Re
public. A national emergency exists.

Our valiant boys are now at war with pagan aggressors 
who seek as their ultimate goal the destruction of 
human freedom the world over. We must act with a 
calm and resolute purpose. At home, we must prepare 
ourselves to run the risk of global war against the 
whole array of forces bent on our destruction. We can 
do no less if we are not willing to risk the very existence 
of our liberties, our lives, our property, and our sacred 
honor.

The nation is girding itself to give all-out support to 
the moral forces of the world.

There are a few matters which I shall discuss in this 
message which might invite legislative contention. 
Those few I shall suggest at the outset of my address. 
Regardless of what I might say here today, they will 
come before your body for consideration, and you 
should have the benefit of my considered opinion.



B. St a t e  F in a n c e s  a n d  T a x a t i o n .

1. The General Picture.
Our state, over a long period of time, by the adoption 

of cumbersome accounting methods and unsystematic 
revenue raising devices, has developed a financial sys
tem of baffling complexity. A myriad of independent 
spending agencies enhances the difficulty and makes 
impossible the exercise of close, centralized controls.

Thus, for example, we keep our accounts by a large 
number of funds such as the Highway Fund, the Vet
erans’ Services Fund, the Old Age Assistance Fund, 
and many others. Yet there is constitutional necessity 
for only one of them — the Highway Fund. Fre
quently, circumstances require that the legislature 
transfer money from one to another of these funds, 
adding with each transfer additional complication.

I, therefore, recommend to you that the whole fund 
system be re-examined with a view to producing more 
efficient and less mystifying public finance.

2. Need for Governmental Reorganization.

Not only the financial system but our entire state 
governmental structure needs clarifying reorganization.

The last legislature, on my recommendation, set up 
a commission to reorganize our state government for 
the first time in thirty years. This commission has 
already made two constructive preliminary reports, and 
is at present preparing a third, to increase the efficiency



and economy of our state governmental structure. It 
needs more time and funds to complete the essential 
task assigned to it. I recommend, therefore, that these 
be granted.

S. Expenditures Including Distributions to Cities and
Towns.

Recent world developments will force our state and 
local governments to assume new burdens and increased 
expenditures. If our expenditures must be increased in 
directions over which we have no control, then we must 
seek means to reduce them in other directions. While 
the cost of state government has grown during the last 
decade, the growth has been modest in comparison 
with the growth of national income, the increase in 
property values, and the ever-rising costs of doing 
business. It is not always appreciated, either, that 
more than half the revenues collected by our state 
Department of Corporations and Taxation is turned 
over to our cities and towns to pay the costs of local 
government and keep down local taxes. This distribu
tion of state revenues has been carried out by my ad
ministration without resort to the state tax on cities 
and towns, as was formerly the case.

The so-called state tax, as those experienced in legis
lation know, is the levy by the Commonwealth on its 
cities and towns of the difference between what the 
state plans to spend and what it hopes to receive from 
othei sources.



Now, the distribution to which I have referred has 
been carried out under an inequitable formula by which 
some communities are discriminated against, and com
pelled to shoulder most of their own local governmental 
costs, while other communities benefit by having up to 
75% of their expenses paid for by funds syphoned off 
from other areas. I recommend that these outmoded, 
inequitable formulae of distribution be corrected. Let 
it be clear, however, that I am opposed to any reduc
tion in the total proportion of our state revenues 
which we distribute to our cities and towns. I ask 
only for justice and equity in the method of distribu
tion.

4. Revenues.

We must re-examine the methods by which the state 
raises its revenues to see if we can thereby simplify col
lections, find new sources of income and eliminate out
moded levies. We must make certain that the de
mands of the immediate future do not place too heavy 
a burden on the taxpayer. We must scrutinize the 
several sources of state revenue to the end that the 
cost of government be equitably apportioned.

There are eight main sources of revenue raised or 
received by the state. Each merits examination.

(1) Federal Grants. — Here we must balance the pro
curement by the state of our fair share of available 
federal funds against the need to match such funds by 
spendings of our own. The allurement of largess



should not lead us from stern objectives into lush fields 
of unessential expenditures.

(2) Self-liquidating Quasi-Public Authorities. — 
Great public improvements can sometimes be under
taken without recourse to taxation. We could create 
additional bodies similar to the Mystic River Bridge 
Authority which could finance public projects out of 
revenues derived from the economic value of the proj
ects themselves. Last year I proposed that we create 
a steel authority to cooperate in erecting an integrated 
steel mill in Massachusetts. Our proximity to the rich 
Labrador iron ore deposits makes Massachusetts an 
ideal location for such a project. However, to date no 
tangible progress has been made to justify such an 
authority. If and when developments justify state 
action I shall make it the subject of a special message 
to your honorable bodies.

(3) Self-liquidating Public Authorities. •— Last year 
for the first time the Port of Boston Authority received 
more revenue than it paid out. The Logan Interna
tional Airport promises soon to pay its way. I would be 
willing to approve similar self-liquidating public proj
ects if they were truly self-supporting and promoted our 
defense program.

(4) Special Assessments of Districts of Municipalities. 
— The Metropolitan District Commission and the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority, in the event of defi
cits in its operations, are supported by levies on the 
districts they serve. Without adverting to the sound
ness of the principle involved, I am reluctant to favor



the financing of further state enterprises by assessing 
local communities, for the reason that local govern
ments cannot stand the additional strain. I do favor, 
however, the principle of cities and towns organizing 
fire, school, water, and health districts for increased 
savings and more efficient service.

(5) Fees and Charges for Services rendered by Operat
ing Agencies. — Frequently, the fees charged by the 
agencies of government for services rendered to mem
bers of the public who resort to them are wholly in
adequate. While extreme care should be exercised so 
that no fee is placed at such a burdensome level that 
the ends of justice would be hampered or defeated, I 
recommend a study of all statutory charges of this 
character so that the general taxpayer will be relieved 
to a large extent of this cost of government.

In this spirit, any patient in a state hospital, able to 
pay, should pay a reasonable charge, commensurate 
with his means, for the hospitalization and care pro
vided to him. Especially should insurers, who, I am 
informed, are prone to neglect their contractual re
sponsibility when the insured is a patient in a state 
institution, be forced to pay realistic hospital bills.

If there is any doubt as to the law on this score, it 
should be clarified and I so recommend, together with 
a recommendation that the statutory charges for care 
be revised upward.

(6) Special Taxes on Groups subject to Control by 
Regulatory Agencies. — I feel strongly that our regu
latory agencies should be supported by special taxes



on those who are regulated. Into this category fall, 
among others, the Department of Public Utilities, the 
dual Department of Banking and Insurance, and the 
Department of Industrial Accidents.

I recommend the enactment of legislation which 
would make these agencies wholly self-supporting. 
There is nothing untenable or objectionable in requir
ing that the companies supervised by the various state 
agencies, pay, by imposition of a special tax, the cost 
incurred for this service by our Commonwealth.

(7) General Levy on Cities and Towns — the So-called 
State Tax. — With the passage of years, through force 
of law or otherwise, cities and towns have had to 
assume increased burdens in supporting the needy, 
educating the young and carrying out other functions. 
This has made undesirable the imposition of the state 
tax on local communities. During each of the last 
two years, I presented to the legislature, a budget 
which was balanced without resort to this form of 
taxation.

I am completely aware that local tax rates in most 
communities in our state have reached almost ultimate 
figures.

I am resolved, therefore, that no state tax will be 
levied during this administration. In the event, 
however, that the legislature fails or refuses to raise 
revenues in other ways, I shall be powerless to prevent 
the imposition of a state tax to meet the constitu
tional requirement of balancing revenues with expendi
tures.



(8) General Taxes and the Special Commission on 
Taxation. Our tax structure lacks any real organic 
pattern. Recognizing the need for a general overhaul, 
a recess commission was established before the be
ginning of the last administration. It is still laboring 
with the study and revision of our entire system of 
taxation. We hope that this commission will, on or 
about April 1, present an integrated and well-informed 
program which will point the way to a sound and just 
imposition of the burdens of governmental expenditures.

At the risk of tediousness, I have outlined at some 
length, the important features of our financial struc
ture. It is within its framework that we must continue 
to function. In addition to the ordinary needs of 
government it now must supply the extraordinary 
requirements of civil defense. Accordingly, our people 
who support the finances of the state face a drain on 
their resources additional to the tremendous demands 
which the national government must make upon them.

The lesson to be drawn from this is plain. There 
can be neither business nor government as usual. It 
matters not how desirable it might be in more normal 
times we must undertake no program which will draw 
appreciably upon the limited resources at hand unless 
it contributes to our defense or is otherwise indis
pensable.

I, therefore, urge you to scrutinize every appro
priation request; reject all which fail to meet the test 
of stern necessity; to provide funds in those cases 
alone when they are essential to maintain efficient



services; and to authorize only such expansion in 
activities as are demanded by the current emergency.

C. T h e  P r o d u c t iv it y  a n d  W e l l - b e in g  o f  o u r

W o r k e r s .

I am persuaded of the unquestioned loyalty and 
patriotic motives of hundreds of thousands of men 
and women who are engaged in the industrial plants 
of this Commonwealth. I believe that their social 
well-being and economic happiness have a direct 
relationship to the might of the nation. An era of 
international strife provides no excuse for hindering 
advancement. A period of full employment is a most 
propitious time in which to initiate a social program 
dependent upon actuarial soundness.

I am in favor of a system of insurance made possible, 
in part, by the contribution of the worker to compen
sate him when he is stricken by a non-occupational 
illness or injury. Because I believe that such a system 
can be most economically conducted under the auspices 
of the Commonwealth, thereby benefiting both man
agement and the employee, I endorse in this regard a 
fund to be exclusively controlled by the Commonwealth.

I favor also a floor under wages in intrastate com
merce which calls for a minimum wage of seventy-five 
cents an hour.

The enactment of these two measures will, in my 
opinion, increase the productivity and enhance the 
economic well-being of those who, in the last great



world struggle, made America, indeed, the arsenal of 
democracy.

D. S o c ia l  S e c u r it y  R e v is io n .

The last session of the Congress made some very 
sweeping changes in the federal social security legisla
tion. Among those which are of particular interest to 
us and will require legislative amendments to our laws, 
so that we may take advantage of newly available 
grants in aid, are the following:

(a) The federal government will now make grants in 
aid of Old Age Assistance cases where the recipients 
are patients in public medical hospitals provided they 
are otherwise eligible.

(b) A new category of federal assistance cases has 
been created — the permanently and totally disabled.

(c) Federal assistance will now be extended to the 
“ caretaker” (usually but not always a widowed mother) 
in aid to dependent children cases.

(d) Old Age and Survivor’s Insurance will now be 
extended to public employees not covered by a retire
ment plan.

Under our laws as they now stand we are not in a 
position to take proper advantage of the federal grants 
in aid which are now available under the amended 
Social Security Act. Suitable amendments will in some 
of the instances be of assistance to our cities and towns. 
In other cases they will relieve the Commonwealth of 
part of the burden it is now carrying. In general, we 
shall be required to spend more for the increased bene



fits which each group will receive. On the other hand, 
the increased federal assistance thus made available 
will more than offset the increased expenditures made 
by the Commonwealth and its cities and towns. Thus, 
such amendments will redound to the benefit of a large 
number of our needy citizens and at the same time will 
contribute in large measure to assuaging the burden 
our finances now bear.

Special mention must be made of General Laws, 
Chapter 118A, entitled Adequate Assistance to Cer
tain Aged Citizens. The law as it now stands on the 
books will, in the absence of legislative action, be super
seded on June 1, 1951, by a new Chapter 118A which 
was adopted by the people in the last election as an 
initiative measure. In order to take advantage of the 
new federal grants in aid, available to assist us in our 
program for the needy aged, it will not be sufficient 
merely to amend Chapter 118A in the form it now 
appears but also to amend Chapter 118A as it will 
appear when the initiative measure by its terms be
comes effective.

In your consideration of this matter I would call to 
your attention that when the initiative measure which 
substitutes a new for the old Chapter 118A, was adopted 
by the people, they rejected the companion initiative 
measure which was intended to finance by means of a 
state lottery the operation of the first measure.

Likewise, I would call to your attention the fact that 
no old age assistance program is feasible without fed
eral participation. The law now on the books was



approved by the federal Social Security Agency. No 
such approval for the measure enacted by the people 
has as yet been forthcoming.

Perhaps the most appropriate way to handle the 
matter would be to revise entirely the existing chapter 
and the new chapter which will become effective in 
June and substitute therefor a new Chapter 118A which 
will insure the maximum benefits to our elderly folk, 
which are consistent with a sound financial position of 
the Commonwealth.

E. H e a l t h .

1. Hospitals.
Our program for the construction of new hospital 

facilities within the Commonwealth is progressing 
rapidly and in most instances nearing completion. 
The facilities of the Departments of Mental Health 
and Public Health in large measure would be available to 
the casualties of an enemy attack. We must not, in the 
interest of civil defense, abandon the present program.

It is also heartening to note that within the past 
three years, because of federal enactment, thirty-five 
private hospitals have been assisted through the agency 
of the Commonwealth with the allocation of approxi
mately $8,000,000 of federal funds to aid in the ex
pansion and modernization of their facilities.

2. Medical and Dental Schools.
There is an acute and growing shortage of physi

cians, surgeons and dentists within the Commonwealth. 
This shortage portends a crisis in the years to come.



Unless there are provided sufficient educational facili
ties for ambitious young men and women who have 
callings to the medical and dental professions, the 
modern health facilities which we have provided and 
for which we are planning, will be without personnel 
adequate to man them. The soldier in the field and 
the veteran in the hospital will be denied adequate 
medical attention. The union health departments and 
health centers will be without required professional 
talent. Indeed, I know of no more pressing or appeal
ing need, at the moment, than that of providing facili
ties for our ambitious youth in preparation for the 
medical and dental professions, without which our 
boasted standards of living will necessarily deteriorate.

I recommend the establishment by the Common
wealth of medical and dental schools under the auspices 
of the University of Massachusetts to be located in the 
City of Boston where, I am assured, a competent and 
adequate staff is available.

The motive which prompts this recommendation is 
that of public health. Medical and dental education 
cannot ever be cheap. To such extent as is practicable, 
after the initial capital outlay, these institutions should 
be as nearly self-supporting as possible and the tuition 
fees comparable to those now charged in privately en
dowed institutions. The proposed schools should not 
be considered competitive with existing ones. They 
should be so planned as to be supplementary to them.

The details required to be solved prior to the estab
lishment of such schools are manifold. I, therefore, 
recommend the immediate appointment of a legislative



commission, including appointees of the Governor, to 
consider the details of this problem at once and to re
port on them before the prorogation of the present 
session of the General Court.

F. H i g h w a y s .

I shall not, this year, recommend another $100,000- 
000 bond issue to proceed with our plans for a great high
way network because there are now available adequate 
funds to keep the Department of Public Works pro
ceeding at top speed with the execution of the program 
already designed. The failure to recommend an addi
tional bond issue this year does not indicate abandon
ment of our ultimate goal for a complete modernization 
of our highway system.

We have already been assured by appropriate federal 
authorities of the military need of most of the major 
projects now in immediate prospect of construction. 
We must, however, for the time being, postpone our 
plans for better highways leading solely to recreational 
areas and the like. We shall proceed to build roads but 
we must be guided by such criteria as military neces
sity and usefulness for evacuating threatened areas.

The construction of the East Boston Expressway 
and the Boston Central Artery will place a burden 
upon the existing one-tube facility known as the 
Sumner Tunnel. There have been already completed 
partial plans for the construction of an additional 
toll vehicular tunnel between Boston Proper and East 
Boston. The plans were originally designed by the



Boston Transit Commission, now non-existent. They 
are in the possession of the Department of Public 
Works. They should be completed immediately. 
Authorization should be given to the Department of 
Public Works to construct the necessary second tube 
with funds raised by a bond issue. I so recommend.

The arrangement for its operation, I am sure, can 
be amicably arrived at by consultation between the 
authorities of the City of Boston and those of the 
Commonwealth.

In times of peace, it will serve as a necessary link 
from Boston to the north, and in time of war, a bomb 
shelter for the people of our Metropolitan area. It 
is a striking example of the adaptability of a self- 
liquidating public project to the pressing needs of 
civil defense.

G. O t h e r  P r o b l e m s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t .

There are many problems and interests of govern
ment which under ordinary conditions would attract 
the executive attention in the Governor’s inaugural 
message to the General Court.

We still maintain a lively interest in the continued 
betterment of the educational responsibilities of the 
Commonwealth. We are not unaware of problems 
of the cure of the mentally and physically afflicted, 
in whose behalf the preceding General Court and 
myself made great and noteworthy progress during 
the past two years, and whose interests still make the 
most telling appeal to the heart of the Commonwealth.



We are conscious of demands which can legitimately 
be advanced for the purpose of the promotion of 
agriculture and conservation.

We recognize as of telling significance the establish
ment by the President of the United States of the 
New England-New York Inter-agency Rivers Basin 
Committee. The northeast region of the country 
has never possessed an inventory of the economic 
potentialities and hydro-electric possibilities of the 
natural resources of its river basins. We have long 
needed an adequate study of them. We are now being 
provided with one.

A few weeks ago in Washington national attention 
was focused on the Mid-Century White House Confer
ence on Children and Youth. It poses the question, 
“ What is best for our children?” . In all probability, I 
shall make that question the subject of a special mes
sage at a later date.

Myriad, indeed, are the annually recurring problems 
affecting the daily life of this great Commonwealth. 
The fact that we do not allude to them at this time is 
no indication of our lack of intelligent and sympathetic 
interest. The failure so to do, serves, however, as a 
focus on the all-important problem, the role of the 
Commonwealth in the preservation of American life.



H . T h e  N a t io n a l  E m e r g e n c y .

No generation of American life has been free from the 
obligation to shed its blood in war. Tragically, that 
appears to be the price of human freedom, in a world 
which too largely has forgotten the lessons of its Master.

To conduct the struggle in the international sphere 
is the responsibility of the federal government. We 
must, with confidence, follow its leadership. The mis
sion which time and events have given to the Republic 
is one of which no thinking mind can recommend aban
donment.

That responsibility, however, does not come within 
our immediate official concern.

In the days ahead the power of the Commonwealth 
must be utilized to keep our domestic economy free 
from the weakening effects of an uncontrolled inflation. 
I recognize that primarily the opportunity in this re
gard lies Avith the federal government, but I submit 
that the state government can do much to assist. The 
black marketeer \Afiose conscienceless greed offends the 
decent instincts of his fellow men, and who contributes 
to a spiralling inflation, can be curbed by the \dgilance 
of a revitalized commission on the necessaries of life. 
I recommend the establishment of such a new com
mission.

Legislation to this end, should, of course, provide for 
the creation of the position of consumers’ counsel and 
a staff of specialists who will appear for the public and 
protect its interest before boards and commissions hear



ing petitions for the establishment of rates. This is of 
unique importance not only because of the existence 
of a national emergency, but because, in the not too 
distant future, rates must be established throughout 
the Commonwealth for the sale and purchase of natural 
gas. The public must be intelligently represented and 
the Department of Public Utilities adequately advised 
in order that justice be done to the consumer.

I repeat my recommendation that the existing law be 
amended to provide that appeals from the Department 
of Public Utilities orders must be made within twenty 
days; that the Department’s findings shall be final on 
the facts in any appeal, provided they are supported by 
substantial evidence; that the court shall not consider 
any evidence which had not been presented before the 
commission; and that no order relating to rates shall 
be stayed except after a finding by the court that the 
interests of justice plainly require such a stay and 
unless the finding is accompanied by a memorandum 
setting forth the reasons in support of the same. With
out these proposed enactments the rate making powers 
of the Department of Public Utilities are in effect nulli
fied and the economy of the Commonwealth is endan
gered by the delays incidental to long judicial process. 
In time of international stress, we must recognize the 
compelling need of such legislation. Government must 
not be powerless to protect the rights of the consuming 
public.

In addition to the measures I have outlined, I am 
reliably informed that there is the prospect of a federal



program providing for the decentralization of additions 
to old industries and for the establishment of new 
plants away from populous target areas. Massa
chusetts should be ready to meet the requirements of 
such a program. I shall recommend the appropriation 
of sufficient funds to select such areas as meet the 
requirements of desirability as established by the fed
eral government and, if necessary, to make available 
state participation in affording decent shelter for the 
workers who must work in such dispersed industries.

For the first time in the history of the nation as a 
world power, the Commonwealth must play a definite 
and dynamic role. The prospect of the destruction of 
our cities and towns; the mass slaughter of our women 
and children; and the deprivation for years at least of 
our cherished liberties, — the freedom of the press and 
of assembly, the right to speak as our minds dictate, 
and the opportunity to pray as our conscience impels 
us, — presents a menace which is real and distinct. He 
who would deny it in the presence of the realities of the 
moment is a whistler in the dark and unworthy of the 
heritage bequeathed to us by our forebears.

I am conscious that some of that which I have earlier 
said cannot come within the sweep of a plea for una
nimity of opinion and action, but I do ask, with all of 
the fervor of one who has been in abundance the bene
ficiary of American life and opportunity, for unanimity 
in the field of civil defense. I pledge to this body and 
to my fellow citizens throughout the Commonwealth 
that no act of mine in it, wall be impelled by partisan



motive. I summon citizens of varying traditions and 
divergent beliefs to the common cause of protecting 
our beloved Massachusetts.

In the implementation of this plea, I urge upon both 
bodies the creation of a legislative committee on civil 
defense, whose function it will be to sit continuously 
for the promotion of our defense and for additional 
measures made necessary in this volatile world by 
rapidly changing conditions.

You are aware that by proclamation I have declared 
a state of emergency. The powers vested in me are 
great, but the responsibility to use them only when 
absolutely necessary is equally great. I shall use them 
only when circumstances so demand. I have a pas
sionate belief in democracy. I ask no freedom from 
constructive scrutiny. Into my human hands has been 
entrusted for the coming biennium the leadership of 
Massachusetts. I welcome the assistance of those 
whose views might disagree with mine. I pray God to 
grant me the wisdom, determination and strength to 
fulfill my appointed tasks.

Fortunate, indeed, have we been that Massachusetts 
was among the first, if not the first, of the states of the 
union to enact a modern civil defense law. One year 
ago I recommended the organization of a civil defense 
authority. With commendable unanimity you re
sponded. That authority has been in existence for 
some months. I believe it has made substantial prog
ress. Yet, funds available to it have been meagre and 
time-consuming hours have been spent in the drafting



of preliminary plans. The hour for implementation of 
those plans is now at hand. We must enlist tens of 
thousands of civilian volunteers. We must establish 
a system of inspection to the end that communities of 
less vigor than others may meet the exacting require
ments of an imminent peril. We must do this in a 
spirit of co-operation and encouragement, but it must 
be done.

Because the condition is a fluid one, because we are 
just in the planning stage, because the federal govern
ment is now for the first time formulating a well- 
delineated policy, the days ahead must be abundant in 
activity. We must clearly recognize that the situation 
is still volatile and that each day may present a new 
solution to a given problem, a different mode of ap
proach from that employed in the most recent war, a 
new conception of the extent of damage which can be 
wrought. But this at least we must be prepared to do 
— we must be prepared to thwart and destroy the most 
ruthless, fanatic, and effectively organized campaign 
of espionage, sabotage, and subversive activity known 
to all history. We must set up under our educational 
system or through volunteer workers, facilities for tak
ing care of children of mothers who are called into in
dustry. We must build stockpiles of clothing, food, 
and medical supplies. On us will largely devolve the 
tasks of rescue and hospitalization of the injured, 
guarding our reservoirs, public utility plants, means of 
distributing the necessaries of life, securing emergency 
shelter for the unhoused, the construction of shelters



from aerial attack, the making of emergency repairs, 
the preventing of public panic, the minimizing of per
sonal casualties and property damage, and carrying on 
all the manifold other activities which fall within the 
category of civil defense.

I say these things not to inform you, for you already 
know them. Nor do I say them to stir up public un
easiness to support the program which I present. The 
cost will be great. In my budget message I can but 
roughly estimate the immediate requirements. But 
the American people have already reckoned the conse
quences. True to their tradition they prefer death to 
loss of liberty and transitory discomfort to permanent 
enslavement.

Rather, I summon these considerations to mind so 
that we all may be better able to place first things first, 
emphasize what is of paramount importance; subor
dinate to their proper positions matters of less essential 
moment, and utilize our limited resources to the best 
possible advantage.

I . C o n c l u s io n .

America is in a struggle. We fight for freedom. We 
believe in it as a moral principle. As long as we fight 
for moral principles, we are not decadent.

Although the struggle which we take up may —  and 
God forbid — be long and costly, we, at least, begin it 
with good conscience and moral stamina.

As I said at the outset, we are met in a time of na
tional emergency. It is not too much to say that we



are met when our nation is at war. It may technically 
be correct to say that the United States has not as yet 
formally accepted the status of belligerent. It would 
be grave error to deny that the state of belligerency 
has been thrust upon us.

For reasons that must be apparent to all we may be 
called upon in the very near future to engage in open 
hostility with the enemy who now covertly attacks us 
through his pawns.

However, there is one way in which to avoid the 
terrible consequences of a third world war. Those who 
would bring it about have no respect for God, for re
ligion, for norms of decent conduct, for civilization, for 
the dignity of human nature or for the rights of man. 
They do, however, have a tender regard for their own 
safety and a cautious, if not a wholesome, esteem for 
force, power and strength equal to or superior to that 
upon which they can call from the reluctant masses 
whom they have cowed.

If we organize and mobilize our material resources, 
utilize to the full our superior capacity for production, 
exercise our vastly superior skills, and prepare for any 
contingency with speed, determination and convic
tion, then, not only shall we be invincible but, he, who 
would try us out, will recognize that to be the fact and 
will think twice before he challenges the fully awakened 
giant.

To so summon up our latent reserve and to so gird 
for battle will exact a great deal of sacrifice on our 
part. Yet, who will deny that what is at stake amply



warrants every effort that we make? For no less is 
threatened than our religious and civil liberties, our 
place in the sun, our dearest possessions and our 
very lives.

Where the United States goes, there Massachusetts 
follows. Ever in the van of the states in her loyal 
adherence to the nation, this commonwealth bears an 
untarnished shield. It is our privilege to have received 
it from those who have gone before.

Today a great peaceful people faces an all-out 
global war which, if and when it comes, will be the 
most dreadful and disastrous of all history. Civili
zation itself at this monent is in the balance.

We storm the bastions of heaven with prayers for 
peace, but, let us implement those supplications with 
a readiness to protect the institutions under which the 
worship of God is unfettered.

With all of our imperfections, we believe that He 
is on our side. Under that alliance, we cannot fail.






