
SENATE .... No. 135
To accompany the petition of Massachusetts Civic League, by

Fairman C. Cowan, for legislation relative to voting machines. Elec-
tion Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act relative to voting machines.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 33 of chapter 54 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “state” in the first sentence of the second paragraph
4 thereof the words: primaries and, —by inserting
5 after the word “elections” in said first sentence of the
6 second paragraph thereof the words: except on those
7 machines acquired or leased after the effective date of
8 this amendment, by deleting the words “of each
9 political party” in the same sentence and paragraph

10 and by inserting before the words “the order” in said
11 first sentence the words: —at primaries. Said section
12 is further amended by changing the period at the end
13 of the first sentence to a semicolon and adding the
14 words: at elections the names of the candidates for
15 each office to be placed under or opposite the titles of
10 the respective offices., so that the second paragraph
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17 of said section shall read: —On voting machines to
18 be used at state primaries and elections, except on
19 those machines acquired or leased after the effective
20 date of this amendment, the names of the candidates
21 shall be arranged in a horizontal row or vertical column
22 under or opposite the titles of the offices; at primaries
23 the order of such rows or columns to be determined
24 by the vote cast for governor at the last preceding
25 election, the row or column of the party casting the
26 largest number of votes for governor to be first, the
27 row or column of the party casting the next largest
28 number of votes for governor to be second, and so on;
29 at elections the names of the candidates for each office
30 to be placed under or opposite the titles of the respec-
-31 live offices. The arrangement of names and questions
32 on voting machines shall be in general the same as on
33 the official ballot except as hereinbefore provided and
34 except that when in the judgment of the ballot law
35 commission it is impracticable, said commission shall
36 determine the arrangement.

1 Section 2. Section 42 of chapter 54 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “under” in the first paragraph the words:
4 or opposite, by deleting in said paragraph the words
5 “except in the places where voting machines are used”
6 and substituting therefor the words: except in the
7 case of voting machines acquired or leased after the
8 effective date of this act, and also by inserting after
9 the word “ballot” in said paragraph the words: —■ or

10 voting machine, so that paragraph one shall read:
11 Under or opposite the designation of the office the
12 names of the candidates for re-election to any office to
13 be filled at a state election of which they are the
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14 elected incumbents shall, except in the case of voting
15 machines acquired or leased after the effective date
16 of this act, be placed first on the ballot or voting
17 machine in alphabetical order according to their sur-
-18 names; next and in like order the names of all candi-
-19 dates of political parties, as defined in chapter fifty,
20 and the names of all other candidates shall follow in
21 like order.




