
SENATE No. 136
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Civic League, by

Fairman C. Cowan, for legislation relative to the arrangement of
names on ballots. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act relative to the arrangement of names on
BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section 42 of chapter 54 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 272
3 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first paragraph thereof and inserting
5 in place thereof the following;
6 Under the designation of the office, the names of
7 the candidates for re-election to any office to be filled
8 at a state election of which they are the elected in-
-9 cumbents shall, except in places where voting machines

10 are used, be placed first on the ballot in the order in
11 which they may be drawn by the state secretary;
12 next and in like order the names of candidates of
13 political parties, as defined in chapter fifty, and the
14 names of all other candidates shall follow in like
15 order. It shall be the duty of the state secretary to
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16 make such drawing and to give each candidate an
17 opportunity to be present thereat personally or by
18 one representative.

1 Section 2. Section 42 of said chapter 54 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the first sentence of
3 the second paragraph thereof and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentence: Except as city
5 charters otherwise provide in the case of municipal
6 offices, the names of candidates for city and town
7 office shall, except at elections in places where voting
8 machines are used, be arranged under the designation
9 of the office in the order in which they may be drawn

10 by the registrars of voters, whose duty it shall be to
11 make such drawing and to give each candidate an
12 opportunity to be present thereat personally or by
13 one representative; but the names of candidates for
14 different terms of service in the same office shall be
15 arranged in groups according to the length of their
16 respective terms, and the names of candidates nom-
-17 inated by single wards but to be voted for at large
18 shall be arranged in groups by wards.


