
SENATE 239

To accompany the petition of Felix A. Bouvier, secretary, South-
bridge Credit Bureau, that provision be made to enlarge the scope of
the small claims procedure law. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One,

An Act enlarging the scope of the small claims

PROCEDURE LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 21 of chapter 218 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 9, the word “fifty”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: one hun-
-5 dred, —soas to read as follows; Section 21. The
6 justices or a majority of them of all the district
7 courts, except the municipal court of the city of Bos-
-8 ton, shall make uniform rules applicable to said courts,
9 and the justices of the municipal court of the city of

10 Boston shall make rules applicable to that court, pro-
-11 viding for a simple, informal and inexpensive pro-
-12 cedure, hereinafter called the procedure, for the de-
-13 termination, according to the rules of substantive law,
14 of claims in the nature of contract or tort, other than
15 slander and libel, in which the plaintiff does not claim
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16 as debt or damages more than one hundred dollars,
17 and for a review of judgments upon such claims when
18 justice so requires. The procedure shall not be ex-
-19 elusive, but shall be alternative to the formal pro-
-20 cedure for causes begun by writ. Actions under this
21 and the four following sections shall be brought in the
22 judicial district where the defendant lives or has his
23 usual place of business.


