
SENATE No. 296
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Veterans’ Service

Agents Association, by John F. Corbett and another, for legislation
relative to the application for and the granting of veterans’ benefits.
Military Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act relative to the application for and the

GRANTING OF VETERANS’ BENEFITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 115 is hereby
2 amended by inserting the following paragraph after
3 the first paragraph of said section:
4 Each veterans’ agent shall receive and investigate
5 applications for veterans’ benefits from such persons
6 as are eligible to file claims for veterans’ benefits
7 according to the provisions of this chapter, and shall
8 determine the validity and amounts of such claims,
9 subject, however, to decisions of the commissioner, if

10 a controversy between the applicant and agent arises,
11 and to appeals to the governor and council as set
12 forth in section two of this chapter. Veterans’ agents
13 shall continue to extend aid to an applicant while his
14 appeal is being considered, unless a previous applica-
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15 tion by the same applicant has been disallowed for
16 the same reason for which the controversy exists.

1 Section 2. Section sof said chapter 115 is hereby
2 amended by substituting for the word “commissioner”
3 the word “agent” in the third sentence of the second
4 paragraph of said section, and by striking therefrom
5 the fourth sentence of said paragraph. The fifth para-
-6 graph of said section 5 shall be stricken out and the
7 following shall be inserted in its place:
8 Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to pro-
-9 hibit the granting of veterans’ benefits by a city or

10 town in excess of the amounts suggested by the com-
-11 missioner in such budget guides as he shall promul-
-12 gate from time to time, but the agent shall forthwith
13 furnish the commissioner with a written statement of
14 his reasons for granting such excess.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 115 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out from section 6 the third
3 sentence thereof.


