
SENATE No. 377
To accompany the petition of the Permanent Pension Fund Asser-

tion, by Mary C. Culhane, president, for legislation relative to the
codification of the laws relating to the permanent pension fund and to
equalize pensions thereunder. Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act to codify the laws relating to the perma-

nent PENSION FUND AND TO EQUALIZE PENSIONS
THEREUNDER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The following words and phrases as
2 used in sections 1 to 7, inclusive, unless a different
3 meaning is plainly required by the context, shall have
4 the following meanings:
5 “Permanent School Pension Fund”, the fund es-
-6 tablished by the school committee of the city of Bos-
-7 ton in accordance with the provisions of chapter 589
8 of the acts of 1908.
9 “Fund member”, any person who is now entitled,

10 or will be entitled upon retirement from service, to a
11 pension payable from the Permanent School Pension
12 Fund.
13 “Service”, employment in any teaching or super-
-14 vising capacity, including superintendent, assistant
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15 superintendent, supervisor, assistant supervisor, di-
-16 rector, assistant director, principal, or teacher of any
17 grade or rank, either under permanent or temporary
18 appointment or as substitute, in any public school.
19 Any period of leave of absence under salary shall be
20 included as a period of service in computing length of
21 any term of service.

1 Section 2. The trustees of the Permanent School
2 Pension Fund shall have the care and investment of
3 said fund, including all payments made to said fund
4 by the city of Boston, by the commonwealth of Massa-
-5 chusetts, by way of gift or legacy or from any other
6 source. The said trustees shall serve without com-
-7 pensation for terms of five years. One trustee shall
8 be chosen by the board of trustees of the Teachers’
9 Retirement Fund in the city of Boston, established

10 under the provisions of chapter two hundred and
11 thirty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred. A sec-
-12 ond trustee shall be chosen by the school committee
13 of the city of Boston. The third trustee shall be the
14 chairman of the board of commissioners of sinking
15 funds of the city of Boston, ex officio. The trustees
16 in office on the effective date of this act shall continue
17 to serve for the remainder of their terms, and any
18 trustee whose term of office has expired shall continue
19 to serve as trustee until his successor is duly elected
20 and qualified. In case of a vacancy in the office of
21 trustee by reason of death, resignation or other cause,
22 the vacancy shall be filled by the body which named
23 the trustee whose place thus becomes vacant for the
24 unexpired term or, if the vacancy shall occur at the
25 end of a terra, for the next succeeding term as such
26 trustee. Every trustee shall subscribe, in a book kept
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27 for that purpose in the office of the city clerk of the
28 city of Boston, a statement that he accepts the said
29 office subject to the provisions of the laws providing
30 for the establishment, maintenance and administra-
-31 tion of the Permanent School Pension Fund.

1 Section 3. The trustees of the Permanent School
2 Pension Fund shall have charge and control of the said
3 fund and shall invest and reinvest the same in securi-
-4 ties in which the funds of savings banks in the com-
-5 monwealth of Massachusetts may by law be invested,
6 excepting personal securities. The said trustees may
7 from time to time sell such securities and shall invest
8 and reinvest the proceeds thereof and any and all un-
-9 appropriated income of the said fund. The city treas-

10 urer of the city of Boston shall be the custodian of all
11 securities and money belonging to the said fund and
12 shall be responsible for the safe custody thereof; he
13 shall, whenever any of such securities are sold by the
14 said trustees, deliver the securities so sold upon re-
-15 ceiving the proceeds thereof; he shall, on such con-
-16 ditions and at such rates of interest as the trustees
17 may approve, deposit temporarily in national banks
18 doing business in Boston, or in trust companies organ-
-19 ized under the laws of this commonwealth and doing
20 a banking business in Boston, any money belonging
21 to said fund which, in the opinion of the said trustees,
22 it is inexpedient for the time being to so invest: and
23 he shall forthwith invest any money of the said fund
24 in such securities as the said trustees may direct, and
25 upon such terms as they may specify. The said trus-
-26 tees shall keep a record of their proceedings and they
27 shall annually on the first day of February, or as soon
28 thereafter as may be, make a written report to the
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29 school committee of the city of Boston of the amount
30 and condition of said fund and of the income thereof
31 for the preceding municipal financial year, as estab-
-32 lished from time to time by said city. Their records
33 and the securities of the said fund shall at all times be
34 subject to the inspection of the said school committee.
35 The secretary of the said school committee shall be
36 the secretary of the trustees of the fund and shall have
37 the custody of the records, documents and papers re-
-38 lating to the said fund.

1 Section 4. The school committee of the city of
2 Boston, by a majority vote of all its members, may
3 retire with a pension any fund member who shall have
4 attained the age of sixty years, and also any fund
5 member who, in the opinion of the said committee, is
6 incapacitated for further efficient service. The pen-
-7 sion of any fund member retired because of incapacity
8 shall terminate if, and when, in the judgment of the
9 said committee such person’s incapacity shall have

10 ceased and he or she shall have been tendered a re-
-11 appointment in the public schools of the city of Bos-
-12 ton. The pension of any fund member so retired
13 shall be in accordance with the provisions of this act,
14 and the school committee of the city of Boston shall
15 establish a schedule of pensions in accordance with
16 the provisions of this act. The pensions of all persons
17 already retired under the provisions of chapter five
18 hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hun-
-19 dred and eight, and amendments thereof, shall be re-
-20 established in accordance with the provisions of this
21 act to date from the first day of the calendar month
22 next following the passage of this act. The treasurer
23 of the city of Boston shall pay pensions under this act
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24 in accordance with monthly payrolls prepared and
25 certified to by the said school committee in accordance
26 with the said schedule of pensions so established, and
27 funds for these payments shall be supplied from the
28 current and accumulated income of the Permanent
29 School Pension Fund as required for such payments.
30 Nothing in this act shall be construed to decrease the
31 amount of any pension now being paid to any fund
32 member or to any person under the several acts apply-
-33 ing to the teaching and supervising staffs in the city
34 of Boston.

1 Section 5. The pension payable to any fund mem-
-2 ber retired under the provisions of this act or prede-
-3 cessor acts, including said chapter five hundred and
4 eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and eight
5 and amendments thereof, shall be as follows: —lf the
6 said fund member shall have retired after thirty years’
7 service, ten years of which shall have been in the em-
-8 ploy of the school committee of the city of Boston,
9 such fund member shall receive an annual pension at

10 the rate of per annum. If the said fund
11 member shall have retired after less than thirty years’
12 service, ten years of which shall have been in the em-
-13 ploy of the school committee of the city of Boston,
14 such fund member shall receive an annual pension
15 which bears the same ratio to the pension provided
16 for in the preceding sentence hereof as the total num-
-17 ber of years of service of such member bears to thirty
18 years; provided, however, that the annual pension of
19 such member shall be not less than

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed, including such parts of
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3 said chapter five hundred and eighty-nine of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and eight, and amendments
5 thereof, as contain inconsistent provisions, such pro-
-6 visions being superseded by the provisions of this act.
7 Nothing in this act shall be construed to diminish the
8 appropriations required by section 1 (g) of chapter
9 two hundred and six of special acts of the year nine-

-10 teen hundred and nineteen, as most recently amended
11 by chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the acts of
12 nineteen hundred and thirty-one, or the reimburse-
-13 ment payments required by section twenty (2) (c) of
14 chapter six hundred and fifty-eight of the acts of the
15 year nineteen hundred and forty-five, and by chapter
16 six hundred and seventy-four of the acts of the year
17 nineteen hundred and forty-seven, and amendments
18 thereto.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its ac-
-2 ceptance by vote of the city council of the city of
3 Boston during the current year, subject to the pro-
-4 visions of its charter, but not otherwise.






