
SENATE . . . . No. 466 

To accompany the petition of Sumner G. Whittier that provision be 
made f i r a study by t i e joint committee on Rules of legislative pro-
cedure ¡er'aining to the filing and handling of legislation, the ap-
po'ntmcnt of recess commissions and other related matters. Rules of 
the two branches, acting concurrently. 

C f j e C o m m o n U i e a l t i ) o f i p a s s a r f j u g c i t s 

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One. 

RESOLVE PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY 

RELATIVE TO ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE FILING 

AND HANDLING OF LEGISLATION, THE APPOINTING OF 

RECESS COMMISSIONS AND TO THE EFFICIENT HANDLING 

OF LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

1 Resolved, That the joint committee on rules shall 
2 make an investigation and study relating to the filing 
3 and handling of petitions for legislation, the appoint-
4 ment of recess commissions, the advisability of estab-
5 lishing a legislative research agency and all other mat-
6 ters pertaining to the efficient handling of legislative 
7 business. In making such investigation and study 
8 said committee shall confer with the commission on 
9 the structure of the state government. 

10 The committee may call upon the various depart-
11 ments, boards, commissions and officers of the com-
12 monwealth for such information as it may desire in 
13 the course of its investigation. The committee shall 
14 be provided with quarters in the state house or else-
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15 where, may hold hearings, and shall have the power 
16 to summon witnesses and to require the production of 
17 books, records and papers and the giving of testimony 
18 under oath. In making its investigation hereunder, 
19 the committee may expend for such expert, clerical and 
20 other services and expenses such sums as may be 
21 appropriated therefor. The committee shall report to 
22 the general court the results of its investigation, and 
23 its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of 
24 legislation necessary to carry its recommendations 
25 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the 
23 senate on or before the first day of July, nineteen 
27 hundred and fifty-one. 


