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During the period, December 1, 1949, to December 1,
1950, there have been six meetings of the Commission on
Alcoholism. Individual members of the Commission and
the executive secretary, Mr. Charles W. Gaughan, have
given a large number of talks on alcoholism to various
groups throughout the Commonwealth.

The executive secretary has organized a University
Extension course of fifteen lectures on alcoholism for
which approximately forty individuals have registered.
These individuals include teachers, probation officers and
social workers.

Representatives of the Commission appeared before the
Committee on Public Health in favor of House Bill No.
2408 to authorize the establishment of a clinic for the
study and treatment of certain alcoholics at the State
Farm.

Representatives of the Commission also appeared be-
fore the Committee on Public Health and the Ways and
Means Committee in favor of House Bill No. 2407, an
act authorizing the Department of Public Health to es-
tablish alcoholic clinics and to engage in a program aimed
at the prevention of alcoholic addiction.

The Commission has met with Dr. John D. Ayres,
newly appointed director of the Division of Alcoholism
of the Department of Public Health, in order to place
at his disposal all available information in regard to facili-
ties and personnel for the establishment of alcoholic
clinics. The Commission endorses the establishment of
a Division of Alcoholism in the Department of Public
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Health, and recommends that additional clinics be set
up to deal more adequately with the problem throughout
the Commonwealth. It recommends that sufficient funds
be allocated to enable the Division, in co-operation with
the Department of Education, to develop an effective
program of education for the prevention of alcoholism in
the secondary schools and teachers’ colleges. It further
recommends that money be appropriated to carry out
the provisions of the law setting up an alcoholic rehabili-
tation clinic at the State Farm in Bridgewater. It recom-
mends that the Judicial Council make a study of the
existing statutes relating to alcoholism, with the object
of making it possible to rehabilitate a large proportion
of the alcoholics who are now treated as purely correc-
tional problems.

It has been estimated by the Department of Correction
that the cost of caring for alcoholics in the jails and houses
of correction of Massachusetts and the State Farm at
Bridgewater amounts to $1,000,000 a year. It has been
demonstrated that the expense to the State of rehabili-
tating an alcoholic is in the long run far less than treating
him as a law breaker, to say nothing of the indirect
benefits to his family and his community.

The Commission has been heartened by the evidence of
deep interest and understanding and vigorous support
which the Governor and General Court contributed to
the program on alcoholism.
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