
SENATE .... No. 542
To accompany the petition of H. Lincoln Paine, town clerk, and

the board of selectmen of the town of Mansfield, by Royal B. Patriquin
and others, for legislation relative to the exercise of local option in
respect to the sale of alcoholic beverages in taverns. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act relative to the exercise of local option

in respect to the sale of alcoholic beverages

IN TAVERNS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

2nd House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 138 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 11A, as amended, and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 11A. Except as otherwise provided in this
5 section, the city council of any city and the selectmen
6 of any town shall, upon the filing with the city or
7 town clerk of a petition signed by registered voters of
8 such city or town equal in number to at least one per
9 cent of the whole number of registered voters therein
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10 and conforming to the provisions of section thirty-
-11 eight of chapter forty-three relative to initiative
12 petitions, requesting that the question of licensing
13 the sale in such city or town of alcoholic beverages
14 in taverns be submitted to the voters thereof, call
15 a special election to be held within a period of sixty
16 days from the filing of such petition, and cause to be
17 so submitted thereat the following question: “Shall
18 licenses be granted in this city (or town) rwsTj

19 for the sale therein of alcoholic beverages
20 in taverns?”
21 Except as otherwise provided in this section, in any
22 city or town wherein a regular election is about to be
23 held, the city council or selectmen, upon the filing of
24 such a petition at least thirty days before such elec-
-25 tion, shall cause said question to be submitted to the
26 voters thereof at such election. The foregoing question
27 shall not be submitted to the voters of any city or
28 town under this section oftener than once in two years.
29 If a majority of the votes cast in such a city or
30 town in answer to the question hereinbefore set forth
31 are in the affirmative, such city or town shall be taken
32 to have authorized the sale therein in taverns of such
33 alcoholic beverages, if any, as are from time to time
34 lawfully authorized to be sold in such city or town,
35 subject in all respects to the provisions of this chapter,
36 but only pending the taking under this section of the
37 next succeeding vote, if any, on such question.


