
Senate, April 10, 1951.

The committee on Public Service, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 941)
of the Massachusetts Police Association and others rela-
tive to providing for a five day week for members of police
forces in cities and towns, report the accompanying bill
(Senate, No. 609).

For the committee,

CHARLES G. MILES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing for a five day week for members
Of THE POLICE FORCES IN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 168 the following section:
3 Section 16C. Members of the police department of
4 every city and town which accepts this section as
5 hereinafter provided shall be excused from duty for
6 two days out of every seven without loss of pay.
7 The time and manner of excusing members of the
8 department from duty shall be determined by the
9 head of the police department. A member so excused

10 shall be exempt from duty and from attendance at the
11 police station or other place, but otherwise shall be
12 subject to all laws, rules and regulations relating to the
13 members of the department. The head of the police
14 department may, in case of an emergency or of an
15 unusual demand for the services of the police, prevent
16 any member of the department from taking the days
17 off at the time when he is entitled thereto or at the
18 time assigned therefor. In no case shall the number
19 of such days off be less than one hundred and four in
20 each year, and they shall be in addition to any annual
21 vacation now or hereafter allowed to members of the
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22 department, and such annual vacation shall not be
23 diminished on account thereof.
24 Upon petition of not less than ten per cent of the
25 registered voters in a city or town, duly certified by
26 the registrars of voters and filed with the city or town
27 clerk not less than thirty days before the regular
28 municipal election of such city in any year, or before
29 the annual town election of such town in any year, or
30 if such petition is filed with the secretary of the com-
-31 monwealth not less than ninety days before a biennial
32 state election, the city or town clerk or the secretary
33 of the commonwealth, as the case may be, shall cause
34 to be printed upon the official ballot to be used in such
35 city or town at such election the following question:
36 “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year
37 nineteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled ‘An Act pro-
-38 viding for a hve day week for members of the police
39 forces in cities and towns’, be accepted?” If a ma-
-40 jority of the votes in answer to said question is in the
41 affirmative, then this act shall take full effect, but not
42 otherwise.




