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(Paragraph two of Chapter 69, Resolves of 1950)

Resolve authorizing and directing the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles to make a Studyand Investigation relative to the
ENFORCEABILITY OF THE PROVISIONS OF Law RESTRICTING THE
Weights and Dimensions of Vehicles upon Public Ways and

REPORT THEREON WITH HIS RECOMMENDATIONS.
Resolved, That the registrar of motor vehicles is hereby authorized

and directed, except as to such matters as are contained in paragraph
one, to make a study and investigation relative to the enforceability
of the provisions of law restricting the weights and dimensions of
vehicles upon public ways. The registrar in the course of his investi-
gation and study hereunder shall consider particularly the advisability
of providing scales for the weighing of vehicles suspected of violating
the provisions of section thirty of chapter eighty-five of the General
Laws, of locating such scales on or near heavily traveled routes, and
of assigning inspectors thereto. He shall report to the general court
the result of his study and investigation, and his recommendations,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry his recommenda-
tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or
before the first Wednesday in December in the current year.

Approved August 16, I9B(

Cbe Commontoealtl) of

AUTHORIZATION.
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To the General Court of Massachusetts.

Paragraph two of chapter 69 of the Resolves of 1950
directs the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to make a study
of the enforceability of the provisions of law restricting
the weights and dimensions of vehicles upon public
ways and thereafter to report to the General Court the
result of that study with recommendations and drafts
of necessary legislation.

This is the final report to follow the first and second
preliminary reports which were filed with the Clerk of the
Senate on December 5, 1950, and March 8, 1951. This
final report deals with the authorization of enforcement
officers to actually weigh trucks and trailers, and the
equipment and personnel necessary for enforcement.

Recommendations

Enforcement.
7. 1 Legislation is necessary to authorize enforcement

officers to require motor vehicles to be operated to weigh-
ing scales which are within a reasonable distance (specified
in the accompanying bill as not more than three miles),
to require the operator to submit to the weighing of

1 See Senate, Nos. 475 and 580 for recommendations I, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6,
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such a motor vehicle or attached trailer and to prohibit
the further movement of an overloaded vehicle on a way,
unless the weight shall have been reduced so that the
statutory weight limitations are complied with. "With-
out such legislation, it would be possible for a person to
refuse to submit to the weighing of a motor vehicle and
the enforcement of weight limitations could be wholly
prevented. I recommend the proposed legislation shown
in Appendix I to accomplish this purpose.

8. The changes in the statutes, which I have recom-
mended, would be of little help in controlling excess
weights unless implemented by suitable weighing scales
and enforcement personnel. Fortunately, the Depart-
ment of Public Works has control of four stationary
platform scales besides the one at the International
Airport. These are located on Route 1 in Wrentham,
Route 2 in Concord, Route 20 in Shrewsbury and Route 20
in Lenox. They need some repair and adjustment which
the company that installed them estimates would cost
approximately $3,000. The Department of Public
Works has, also, an adequate number of sets of portable
scales which may be carried from place to place.

It is recommended that the four sets of platform scales
be repaired and placed in working condition and that all
scales for weighing vehicles, both platform and portable,
now under the control of the Department of Public
Works, be made available for use by the enforcement
personnel of the Registry of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of Public Safety.

9. The burden of enforcing the vehicle weight limits,
when and if they are made enforceable, will undoubtedly
rest entirely on the enforcement personnel of the Registry
and the State Police. We have not discovered any State
in which the local police departments have been in-
dependently active in such work. I believe that the
present enforcement group of the Registry will be able to
handle its share of weight limit enforcement, and there-
fore it will not be necessary for me to ask for additional
personnel for this activity.
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Conclusion.
Every effort has been made to confine this report

exclusively to the “enforceability” of the provisions of
law restricting weights and dimensions, in accordance
with the limitations imposed on my study and investi-
gation by chapter 69 of the Resolves of 1950. I think it
will be appreciated that where I might have seemed to
go beyond the scope of the authorization, as in the recom-
mended method of registering trucks by one-thousand
instead of one-hundred pound increments, or as in the
recommended method of limiting trailers by gross weight
instead of capacity, the adoption of such recommendations
is necessary to practical registration and road enforce-
ment. Such few changes in fees as might be brought
about by the adoption of these reco imendations are
merely incidental to the accomplishment of the main
objectives and have been kept as close to their former
levels as feasible.

Much information has been acquired, in the preparation
of this report, which should be of great value to my
department in the future and which is available for
reference now, such as enforcement activities in other
States. In the interests of brevity and clarity, however,
such data as are not really necessary to this report have
been omitted. It is hoped that the entire report, in
three parts, preliminary, second preliminary and final,

will be found to constitute an acceptable solution
to the deficiencies in our existing laws relating to the
enforcement of restrictions on weights and dimensions.

Respectfully lubmitted,

RUDOLPH F. KING,
Registrar of Motor Vehicle
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing for the weighing of motor vehicles

AND TRAILERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 19A of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by adding at
3 the end thereof a final paragraph, as follows:
4 Every operator of a motor vehicle operated on a
5 way shall, upon request or direction of any officer
6 authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter,
7 operate such motor vehicle, with any trailer which
8 may be attached thereto, to and upon the nearest
9 scales within a distance of not more than three miles

10 and permit the weighing thereof together with its
11 load. Whenever such vehicle has been so weighed
12 and is found to weigh in excess of the limits provided
13 by this chapter, no person shall further operate it
14 upon a way unless the gross weight shall have been
15 reduced to comply with said limits by removal of the
16 excess weight.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix I.
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