
HOUSE No. 51
Accompanying the eighth recommendation of the Department of Natural

Resources (House, No. 43). Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act to ascertain the person who shall apprise the

GOVERNOR Of THREAT OF FOREST FIRES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Amend section 57 of chapter 131 of the General Laws by
2 inserting in the first line of the first sentence thereof after the
3 word “governor” the words: upon information furnished
4 bv the commissioner of natural resources so that the section

Close Seasons, etc., in
- Whenever it shall ap-

5 will read as follows: Section
6 Times of Drought; Proclamation
7 pear to the governor upon information furnished by the com-
-8 missioner of natural resources that by reason of extreme
9 drought there is danger of fires resulting from bunting, trap-

-10 ping, fishing or other cause, he may, by proclamation suspend
11 the opening or continuance of any or all open seasons estab-
-12 lished by this chapter, or any authorized extension thereof,
13 and proclaim a close season on any or all birds, fish or mam-
-14 mals, for such time as he may therein designate, and may
15 therein prohibit hunting, trapping, fishing and the possession
16 of firearms on property of another during the same time, and
17 he may, by the same or another proclamation, proclaim that
IS any or all sections of the woodlands and fields in the common-
-19 wealth where danger of fire might exist be closed for such
20 time as he may therein designate to hunters, trappers, fisher-
-21 men and such other persons as he deems proper under the
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22 circumstances, except the owners or tenants of such property
23 and their agents and employees, or persons holding written
24 permission from any such owner or tenant to enter thereon
25 for any lawful purpose other than hunting, trapping or fish-
-26 ing. As soon as the fire hazard is deemed to be over the gov-
-27 ernor, for the purpose of providing just and reasonable facili-
-28 ties for hunting, trapping and fishing, in like manner may
29 extend any such open season for a period or periods not ex-
-30 ceeding, in the aggregate, the time of such suspension, and if
31 by reason of any such extension such open season in whole
32 or in part coincides with any other open season in such man-
-33 ner as to cause any conflict in the laws relating thereto, he
34 may, in like manner, postpone such other open season for
35 such time as may be necessary to avoid such conflict.
36 Every such proclamation shall take effect as therein stated.
37 A proclamation issued under this section shall be published
38 in such newspapers or posted in such places and in such
39 manner under the direction of the department as the governor
40 may order; but failure to comply with this paragraph shall
41 not in any way invalidate any proclamation made under au-
-42 thority of this section. This section shall not apply to hunt-
-43 ing on coastal waters.


