
HOUSE No. 53
Accompanying the tenth recommendation of the Department of Natural

Resources (House, No. 43). State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

An Act relative to fixing the original term of the public

MEMBERS OF THE WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION AND EN-
LARGING THE POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section Bof chapter 21 of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by chapter 620 of the acts of 1956, is hereby
3 amended by adding after the words “water user” in the
4 second sentence the following clause: and shall be initially
5 appointed for a term of three years, so that the second
6 sentence shall read as follows: The three persons appointed
7 by the governor shall each represent a different major water
8 user, and shall be initially appointed for a term of three years.

1 Section 2. Section 14 of said chapter 21, as inserted by
2 said chapter 620, is hereby amended by striking out said sec-
-3 tion as it now reads and inserting a new section 14 to read as

the United States Secretary of
local organization have agreed
ovement, the commission mav

5 Section 14- At such time as
6 Agriculture and the interested
7 upon a plan for works of imp:
8 (1) assume such proportional share of the non-federal cost
9 of installing any works of improvement involving federal

10 assistance as it determines to be equitable in consideration
11 of anticipated benefits from such improvements; and (2) make
12 arrangements, through the local organizations satisfactory to

4 follows:
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13 the said Secretary of Agriculture for defraying the costs of
14 operating and maintaining such works of improvement, in
15 accordance with regulations presented by the said Secretary
16 of Agriculture. In order to carry out the provisions of the
17 above clause (1) the commission shall be the contracting
18 authority for the construction of any works of improvement
19 involving assistance from the commonwealth, but shall
20 designate the appropriate department or departments of
21 the commonwealth or subdivision or subdivisions thereof
22 the agent or agents of the commission for the purpose of mak-
23 ing such contracts or performing the work of construction;
24 provided, that whenever the said works of improvement in-
25 volve stream clearance, channel improvement or construction

6 of dams the commission shall designate the division of water
27 ways in the department of public works as the contracting
28 agent, except that when the work to be done involves property

29 under the care and control of the metropolitan district com
30 mission the commission shall designate the said metropolitan
31 district commission as the contracting agent. In order to
32 carry out the provisions of the above clause (2) the com-QO

33 mission is authorized to be the contracting authority for the
34 operation and maintenance of said works of improvement and
35 to assume such proportionate share of the costs of operation
36 and maintenance of said works of improvement as it de-
37 termines to be equitable in consideration of anticipated
38 benefits from such improvements. In order to insure the con-

ied operation and maintenance of any and all works of
40 improvement that have been installed with the assistance of
41 state funds, the commission is authorized and directed to
42 designate as its agent or agents for this purpose the depart-
43 ment or departments of the commonwealth or the sub-
44 division or subdivisions thereof which constructed or con

45 traded for the construction of said works of improvement.


