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1. Discontinuance of Trains.
The Department recommends that its regulatory authority be

extended in the problem of discontinuance of railroad trains. At
present there is nothing to prevent a railroad from suddenly
terminating the service of a train upon which the public has
come to depend. The Department can only order service re-
sumed after an interval of time, involved in hearings and the
issuance of an order, during which the public is without trans-
portation. It is accordingly proposed that the railroad should be
required to obtain the prior approval of the Department before
cutting out an established train, and that a hearing be held
thereon before the service is discontinued. Whether this can be
applied to all lines may depend upon constitutional questions.

2. Buildings near Gas Transmission Lines.
When the high pressure gas transmission lines were installed

they were expressly laid a minimum of 40 feet distant from all
existing buildings. It now appears that there is danger that
some builder may, through inadvertence or otherwise, erect a
building beside or above such a line. These pipes contain highly
volatile gas under heavy pressure, and seepage would constitute
a serious danger to the public and in some cases, to property
exposed to the gas. The Department recommends that some
legislation be made available to prevent the building of any
structures close to the pipe line except those so constructed and
used as to safeguard the public.

3. Excavations in Public Wat
There have been numerous instances of contractors and others

opening up an excavation in a public way and damaging pipes or
conduits previously laid there, causing interruption of service and
danger of damage to persons and property. It is proposed that
such persons should be required to follow the prudent engineer-
ing practice of checking the municipal records regarding buried
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pipes and conduits in the street and notifying the utilities which
maintain them, before an excavation is made.

4. Trimming Trees which interfere with Electric Wires.
At the present time local tree wardens alone have authority

to permit trimming of public shade trees. Occasionally the local
warden is not sufficiently aware of the dangers caused by branches
which chafe against, or fall upon electric wires, with the result
that service is interrupted during storms and the lives of persons
on the highway are endangered by dangling or broken wires. It
is proposed that an appeal be permitted from the refusal of a tree
warden to allow the trimming of trees, to be granted by the
Department if the public safety requires such action.

5. Regulation of Water Service.
Water companies should have full authority to discontinue, or

shut off, the water service to premises when the owner refuses or
fails to make timely payment for the water previously consumed.
In order to do this as a practical matter, the company may, in
some cases, need authority to enter the premises and disconnect
a valve or meter, removing a junction or meter when necessary.
The proposed statute would permit the company to do this, pro-
vided it was done during reasonable business hours.

Discontinuance is not to be permitted in case the company has
notice from a physician that there is critical sickness on the prem-
ises. Another proviso submitted with this legislation would make
it clear that a new owner, taking over the premises of a former
consumer of water, should not be refused service merely because
his predecessor at that address had not paid the company in full.

6. Gas Meter Testing Fei
The Department has the duty of examining certain gas meters

and other gas control equipment. The present statute specifying
the fees to be charged, has been unchanged for many decades.
The fees are inadequately low and the schedule does not reflect
the modern classification of meters. The proposed bill is adjusted
to today’s metering systems and the fees which it specifies are
reasonable, although substantially higher than the old rates.
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7. Disposal of Old Applications and Unused Plates foe
Commercial Vehicles,

The Commercial Motor Vehicle Division is hard-pressed for
filing space. Many of its files are bursting with old applications
that were denied and plates which are obsolete. It would like
authority to destroy the bulk of these, after a reasonable interval
of time. The statute is made permissive rather than mandatory,
so as to permit individual records to be held in case pending
litigation or other reasons require that they be retained.


