
HOUSE 76

I

Department of Public Welfare,
;ngton Street, Boston 11, November 5, 1956.w

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives. Stale House, Boston,
Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30
of the General Laws, a copy of the recommendations for legislation
to be contained in the annual report of this Department is sub-
mitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended. These drafts have been submitted to
the Counsel for the Senate, as required by law.

Respectfully submitted

PATRICK A. TOMPKINS,
Commissioner of Public Welfare.

CJie Commontoealtf) of f^agsacfjuoetts
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1. An Act relative to Adoptions.

The purpose of the suggested amendment is to bring the De-
partment into an unauthorized or improper or unwise placement
or reception before relationships and attachments have formed,
so that inadequate adoptions may be prevented.

2. An Act relative to Adoptions

Amendment 210.
The purpose of the suggested amendment is to eliminate hear-

ings by the 15-member Advisory Board of the Department. Ex-
perience has proved the arrangement of such hearings most
difficult in terms of the available time of individual members and
travel involved. The present statute would also appear to
ingraft executive and quasi-judicial functions on what is otherwise

advisory body.

3. An Act relative to Aid to Dependent Children, so
called.

The 84th Congress of theUnited States enacted Public Law 880,
which made certain changes in the Social SecurityLaws. Title 111
of Public Law 880 entitled “Public Assistance Amendments,”
Part 111 Extension of Aid to Dependent Children (Sections 321
322 and 323) made two changes in the Aid to Dependent Children
Litle which will require a change in our Massachusetts law if we
are to avail ourselves of the liberalization which was effected.
The changes were as follov

Previously, a child between the ages of 16 and 18 was not
eligible unless he was attending school. Effective July L 1957,
children are eligible under the age of eighteen even though they
may not be regularly attending school (if otherwise eligible).

2. Previously, the definition of persons who could qualify as
“parent” in Aid to Dependent Children cases excluded nephews
nieces and cousins. Effective July 1, 1957, nephews, nieces and
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first cousins are eligible to act as “parents” in the Aid to De-
pendent Children cases.

The legislation submitted will effect these changes.

4. An Act relative to Public Assistance.
This bill is filed to correct the existing statute so as to include

the new category of public assistance established by chapter 741
of the acts of 1951 which was through inadvertence omitted in a
subsequent amendment.

5. An Act relative to Financial Responsibility for
Dangerous Disease;

This bill is filed in order to remove an archaic provision of the
Dangerous Disease statute which presently provides that when the
patient or his kin are unable to pay, the local health department is
financially responsible if the person has a settlement in the Com-
monwealth and if the person lacks a settlement in the Common-
wealth, the State Welfare Department is financially responsible.

The settlement of an individual which is merely a legal status
should have no bearing on whether the individual should fall
under the jurisdiction of the health department or the welfare
department. If it is sound, and we believe it is, to have the care
and treatment of dangerous diseases in the Department of
Public Health and on a local level for that department being
responsible for both care and treatment and costs, then it is un-
sound to say that because of a legal status of an individual the
care and treatment should still be vested in the local health
department and the financial responsibility for the cost should be
borne by the welfare department.

This present law had its origin in 1874 at a time when the
State Board of Charities was responsible for all matters affecting
public health and welfare. It was not until 1886 that the State
Board of Health was created. It was at that point that the
responsibility for this program which was then in the State
Department of Charities should have been transferred to the
newly created State Board of Health.

A review of the various statutes from the beginning brings out
the amazing similarity of the language and the provisions between
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our present law and the law enacted in 1874. Under the present
law, the State Department of Public Welfare has no authority or
jurisdiction beyond the payment of a bill presented by a local
agency when it is determined that an individual does not have a
settlement in the Commonwealth.

It has been brought to our attention by the Department of
Public Health that in numerous instances this Department is
paying a much higher rate in a municipal or county sanatorium
while at the same time there are beds available for such patients
in State facilities.


