
Department of Public Works Office of the Commissioner
1C 14, November 7, 195

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30
of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition), as amended by
chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, I have the honor to submit here-
with such parts of the annual report of the Department of Public
Works as contain recommendations or suggestions for legislative
action, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel
for the Louse of Representatives for advice and assistance as to
the form thereof.

Respectfully submitted
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The Department is recommending legislation this year for the
following purposes:

1. To AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO
TRANSFER CERTAIN PROPERTY.

The Department at the present time is authorized under the
law to sell land which it has acquired as excess land in connection
with a limited access highway layout, and it is also authorized
to sell land which is no longer needed for highway purposes.
However, in certain instances it might be desirable to transfer
such lands to another department of the Commonwealth, such
as the Metropolitan District Commission, but since it is state-
owned land it cannot be sold to said Commission.

The Department, therefore, recommends the attached legisla-
tion in order that it may be authorized to make transfers of such
lands, something which it cannot now do.

2. An Act concerning the Title and Control of Certain
Land acquired by the Department of Public Works.
In connection with state highways, the Department has the

right to alter or change connecting ways and to provide ease-
ments of access to lands which might otherwise be isolated. Land
necessary for these purposes may be taken in the name of a city,
town or owner. The fee in such land vests immediately in the
city, town or owner when the layout is recorded, although the
Department exercises control over it for construction purposes.
Several times such layouts have been made, with title passing
immediately, and then, before construction started or was com-
pleted, it was desired for various reasons to change the proposed
new connecting ways. This results in title to the now undesired
land being in the city or town, and the city or town generally
has no use for it and does not want it. If the Department con-
trolled the fee, it could in such instances revest title in the
original owners by a sale, or possibly by an abandonment.
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3. An Act relative to Special Regulations for the Speed
and Use of Motor Vehicles.

It is a requirement of section 18 of chapter 90 of the General
Laws, as amended by chapter 564 of the Acts of 1948, that a
public hearing shall be held before a special regulation as to the
speed of motor vehicles upon a particular way shall become
effective. Hearings have accordingly been advertised and held,
but have seemed to arouse little interest since practically all
have been unattended by the public.

To arrange for a public hearing entails considerable expense in
advertising the notice of hearing, and time is consumed in ar-
ranging for such hearing which could be used to benefit the
public by having the regulation put into effect sooner than is
now possible. The Department recommends, therefore, the elim-
ination of the requirement of a public hearing in this connection.
The practice would be continued, of course, of publishing the
regulation itself, as called for by said chapter 564.

4. To authorize the Department of Public Works to re
move Vehicles from State Highways when Said Ve-
hicles INTERFERE WITH THE FREE FIOAV OF TRAFFIC OR
Snow and Ice Control Operations.

Chapter 346 of the Acts of 1941 inserted section 2A in chapter
85 of the General Laws and authorized the Department of Public
Works to remove vehicles from state highways when they inter-
fere with the removing or plowing of snow, or removing ice.
Legislation is now requested to enlarge upon this authorization
so as to permit the Department to also remove vehicles on high-
ways and structures and in tunnels which interfere with the nor-
mal flow of traffic and thereby provide safer highway movement.
The proposed bill is not intended to apply, of course, to an emer-
gency condition, such as a disabled car being on the highway for
a very limited time.

5. To PROVIDE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE OVER THI
Westport River in the Town of Westport.

1 he Department’s highway program includes the construction
of a bridge on the proposed Horseneck Beach road over the East
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Branch of the Westport River in Westport. It has not yet been
determined whether a low-level structure with draw-span or a
high-level bridge will be constructed.

As the proposed bridge will be located in tidewater immediately
upstream from the present Westport Point drawbridge, permis-
sion will have to be secured from the Legislature and from the
United States engineers if a fixed high-level bridge is ultimately
selected.

In order that plans may be expedited, the attached bill is sub-
mitted in behalf of the Department in anticipation that a fixed
bridge may be decided upon.

«

6. An Act relative to the Control of Waters adjoinin

Public Beachei

The Department is recommending this legislation because dur-
ing the past three years we have found that fishermen using
mechanical means for shellfishing have been encroaching upon
our shores as close as fifty fee Phis mechanical fishing has dis
turbed the ocean bed with tin resultant effect that broken clam
shells have appeared in grea quantities on our beaches. This
has created an influx of cut t throughout the bathing se:

id has greatly taxed our first
Futhermore, this legislation

rid facilitre

;ems necessary to enable the
Department to control and stop abuses of the ever-increasing
number of small boats that operate dangerously through our

7. To PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUA Licenses foe Structi
m the Harbor Line in thi

River, in the City of Boston.m

rize the Department ofrpose of this act is to authoriz-
Public Works to issue licenses for structures beyond that section

bor Line described in the bill, notwithstanding &the 1873 Harl s
■ovisions of section 14 of chapter 91 of the GeneralLaw


