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By Mr. Armstrong of Plymouth, petition of Neil A. Cronin relative to the
production and admission in evidence of hospital records. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to the production op hospital records in
COURTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 79, as amended by chapter 203 of the acts of 1956,
2 is hereby further amended by adding thereto the following:
3 If a subpoena is properly served on any hospital named in
4 section seventy, chapter one hundred and eleven, for the
5 production of a hospital record relating to a patient, such
6 record or a copy thereof certified by affidavit a.s a true record
7 or copy by the record clerk or one in charge of such records
8 at any hospital, shall be delivered to the clerk of the court
9 from which the subpoena has issued. The record, or a copy

10 thereof, if not otherwise inadmissible, shall be admitted with-
-11 out further evidence of its authenticity. The clerk of court
12 to whom such record or copy is delivered shall keep the same
13 in his custody until called for by counsel for use at the trial
14 or hearing. Upon completion of the trial or hearing, the
15 clerk shall in not less than three days thereafter, cause such
16 record to be returned to the hospital from which it was sub-
-17 poened. Attorneys for either party to the controversy may,
18 in the discretion of the presiding justice, examine said record
19 before its admission in evidence if the interest of justice is
20 to be served.
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