
HOUSE No. 663
By Mr. Sennott of Cambridge (by request), petition of the Cambridge Ten-

ants’ Council that owners of multiple apartment houses in the city of Cam-
bridge be required to maintain proper and decent standards of housing. Mer-
cantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

An Act relative to the maintenance of proper and decent
STANDARDS OF HOUSING IN MULTIPLE APARTMENT HOUSES SITU-

ATED IN THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Be it enacted by tine Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Each apartment in multiple apartment houses
2 of four or more apartments situated in the city of Cambridge,
3 for sanitary reasons, and in the interests of health, morale
4 and well-being of a tenant therein residing, shall have its
5 ceilings, walls and floors refurbished as with paint, paper or
6 other appropriate material by the owner thereof, at the behest
7 of a tenant occupying such an apartment, or, as much of said
8 apartment shall be refurbished as shall be deemed necessary
9 by said tenant for his comfort and convenience, the same to
10 take effect at any convenient time from March first to June
11 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven. Tenants may require
12 a repetition of said refurbishing after they will have occupied
13 said apartments for a period of two full years upon notifica-
-14 tion of same to be in writing to the owner.

C&e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. When a vacancy of an apartment occurs in
2 said apartment house, the owner thereof shall cause such an



[Jan. 1957.HOUSE No. 663

*

r
P/

3 apartment to be redecorated before any new tenant shall take
4 possession thereof.

1 Section 3. All facilities pertaining to the decent and
2 proper habitancy of any apartment in the city of Cambridge
3 by any tenant thereof shall be maintained by the owner
4 including all agreed upon and necessary services appertaining
5 thereto.

1 Section 4. Failure of an owner of any apartment situated
2 in the city of Cambridge to maintain proper and decent fa-
-3 cilities and services for tenants may be reported by said
4 tenants to the board of health of said city which shall notify
5 such defaulting owner in writing, and if, after ten days shall
6 have elapsed without appropriate action on the part of said
7 owner, the said board of health shall fine such defaulting owner
8 a sum of not more than twenty-five dollars a day for each
9 and every day beyond ten days that such failure shall con-

10 tinue.


