
HOUSE 1047

By Mr. Thompson of Ludlow, petition of the Massachusetts State Nurses
Association, Silvio 0. Conte, Maurice A. Donahue, John F. Thompson and
John A. Armstrong for legislation to regulate the practice of nursing. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 77 of chapter 112 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 3 of chapter 620 of the acts of 1941, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, the words “eighty
4 A” and inserting in place thereof the word: eighty-one.

1 Section 2. Section 80 of said chapter 112, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “as a
3 registered nurse” and inserting in place thereof the words:
4 professional nursing, and by inserting after the word
5 “registered”, in line 8, the words: — as a registered nurse,
6 and by striking out, in line 9, the words “, as a registered
7 nurse”, — and inserting in place thereof the words: —pro-
8 fessional nursing, so as to read as follows: — Section 80.

A 9 Whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practice as a regis-
" 10 tered nurse within the commonwealth, practices or attempts

11 to practice professional nursing or uses the abbreviation R.N.,
12 or any other words, letters or figures to indicate that the per-
-13 son using the same is such a registered nurse, shall, except as
14 provided in section sixty-five, be punished by a fine of not
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15 more than one hundred dollars. Whoever becomes or at-
-16 tempts to become registered as a registered nurse or practices
17 or attempts to practice professional nursing under a false or
18 assumed name shall be punished by a fine of not less than
19 one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars or by im-
-20 prisonment for three months, or both.

1 Section 3. Section SOA of said chapter 112, as appearing
2 in section 9 of chapter 350 of the acts of 1953, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 4, the words “as a licensed
4 practical nurse’’ and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 practical nursing, and by inserting after the word “li-
-6 censed”, in line 9, the words: — as a licensed practical nurse,
7 and by striking out, in line 10, the words “, as a licensed
8 practical nurse” and inserting in place thereof the words:
9 practical nursing, —soas to read as follows: — Section SOA.

10 Whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practice as a li-
-11 censed practical nurse within the commonwealth, practices or
12 attempts to practice practical nursing or uses the abbrevia-
-13 tion L.P.N., or any other words, letters or figures to indicate
14 that the person using the same is such a licensed practical
15 nurse shall, except as provided in section sixty-five, be pun-
-16 ished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. Who-
-17 ever becomes or attempts to become licensed as a licensed
18 practical nurse, or practices or attempts to practice practical
19 nursing under a false or assumed name shall be punished by a
20 fine of not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred
21 dollars or by imprisonment for three months, or both.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended
2 by inserting after section SOA, as so appearing, the following
3 section:
4 Section SOB. For the purposes of sections seventy-four to
5 eighty-one C, inclusive:
6 “Professional nursing” shall mean the performance for
7 compensation of any of those services in observing and caring
8 for the ill, injured or infirm, in applying counsel and proce-
-9 dures to safeguard life and health, in administering treatment

10 or medication prescribed by a physician or dentist, or in
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teaching or supervising others, which are commonly performed
by registered nurses and which require specialized knowledge
and skill such as are taught and acquired under the established
curriculum in a school for nurses duly approved in accordance
with this chapter.
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“Practical nursing” shall mean the performance for com-
pensation of any of those services in observing and caring
for the ill, injured or infirm, in applying counsel and proce-
dures to safeguard life and health, in administering treatment
or medication prescribed by a physician or dentist, or in
teaching or supervising others, which are commonly performed
by licensed practical nurses and which require specialized
knowledge and skill such as are taught and acquired under
the established curriculum in a school for practical nurses
duly approved in accordance with this chapter.
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Neither “professional nursing” nor “practical nursing”
shall mean, or be construed to prevent: (1) the gratuitous
care of any ill, injured or infirm person by any member of
his family or any friend, or his care by any person employed
primarily as a companion, housekeeper, domestic servant or
nursemaid; (2) the performance of any nursing service in an
emergency; (3) the performance, by any student enrolled in
a school for nurses or practical nurses duly approved in ac-
cordance with this chapter, of any nursing service incidental
to any prescribed course in such school; (4) the performance
of services incidental to the practice of the religious tenets
of any church by any member thereof; (5) any assistance in
the performance of any nursing service for any patient in any
institution licensed by the commonwealth or maintained by
the federal government, the commonwealth or any subdivi-
sion thereof, given by any person employed in such institu-
tion; or (6) the performance of services by physicians, den-
tists, pharmacists, teachers, health educators, social workers,
dieticians, therapists, technicians and medical students which
are commonly recognized to be functions of their respective
callings.
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Section 5. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 81, as appearing in section 10 of said
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3 chapter 350 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:

Section 81. Neither section eighty nor eighty A, as the
G case may be, shall apply: (1) to any graduate of any school
7 for nurses or practical nurses duly approved in accordance
8 with this chapter, during the period from such person’s grad-
-9 uation until announcement of the results of the first licensing

10 examination for registered nurses or licensed practical nurses,
11 as the case may be, thereafter held in accordance with this
12 chapter: (2) to any non-resident of the commonwealth duly
13 licensed to practice nursing within any other jurisdiction, for
14 any period or periods in the aggregatenot to exceed six months,
15 excepting any period of employment by any non-resident of
16 the commonwealth temporarily sojourning here; and (3) to
17 any person duly licensed to practice nursing within any other
18 jurisdiction, while discharging official duties as an employee
19 of the federal government.

1 Section 6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
2 act or of chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws
3 to the contrary, the board of registration in nursing shall li-
-4 cense as a registered nurse any applicant for such a license
5 who shall meet the following conditions: (1) the application
6 shall be in the form prescribed by the said board, shall be
7 signed and sworn to by the applicant, shall be filed within
8 ninety days following the effective date of this act, shall be
9 accompanied by payment of ten dollars and, if the applicant

10 shall be an alien, by the certificate required by section seventy-
-11 four B of said chapter one hundred and twelve; (2) the appli-
-12 cant shall furnish the said board with proof that prior to
13 nineteen hundred and forty-one he graduated from a school
14 for nurses which at the time of his graduation was duly ap-
-15 proved under the laws of the commonwealth then prevailing,
16 that he is in good health and of good moral character, and
17 that during the three years immediately preceding the effec-
ts tive date of this act he has actively and competently practiced
19 professional nursing within the commonwealth; and (3) the
20 applicant shall pass a written and oral qualifying examination
21 given by the said board. Any person so licensed under this
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22 section shall thereafter be subject in all respects to all provi-
-23 sions of said chapter one hundred and twelve pertaining to
24 registered nurses.

1 Section 7. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
2 act or of said chapter one hundred and twelve to the contrary,
3 the said board shall license as a licensed practical nurse any
4 applicant for such a license who shall meet the following
5 conditions: (1) the application shall be in the form prescribed
6 by the said board, shall be signed and sworn to by the appli-
-7 cant, shall be filed within ninety days following the effective
8 date of this act, shall be accompanied by payment of ten
9 dollars and, if the applicant shall be an alien, by the certifi-

-10 cate required by section seventy-four B of said chapter one
11 hundred and twelve; (2) the applicant shall furnish the said
12 board with proof that he is at least twenty years of age, in
13 good health, of good moral character, and that during the
14 three years immediately preceding the effective date of this
15 act he has actively and competently practiced practical nurs-
-16 ing within the commonwealth; and (3) the applicant shall
17 pass a written and oral qualifying examination given by the
18 said board. Any person so licensed under this section shall
19 thereafter be subject in all respects to all provisions of said
20 chapter one hundred and twelve pertaining to licensed practi-
-21 cal nurses.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect January first, nine
2 teen hundred and fiftv-eight.
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