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By Mr. Plunkett of Lowell, petition of Patrick F. Plunkett that provision be
made for a certain remedy in criminal cases in the Superior Court in which
sentences were imposed without trials after pleas of guilty or nolo contendere.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act to provide a remedy comparable to new trial for
CRIMINAL CASES IN THE SUPERIOR COURT IN WHICH SENTENCE
WAS IMPOSED WITHOUT TRIAL AFTER A PLEA OF GUILTY OR

NOLO CONTENDERE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:
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1 Section 29 of chapter 278 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 271 of the acts of 1939, is hereby
3 further amended by adding the following at the end of the
4 first sentence: and said court may also within said period
5 if it appears to the court that justice has not been or cannot
6 be done, and upon such terms or conditions as the court shall
7 order, revise or revoke a sentence imposed without trial after
8 a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, and in the event of rovoca-
-9 tion permit the withdrawal of the plea upon which the sen-

-10 fence was imposed, —-so that said sentence shall read as follows:
11 - The superior court may, at the sitting in which a complaint
12 or indictment is tried, or within one year thereafter, upon
13 motion in writing of the defendant, grant a new trial for any
14 cause for which by law a new trial may be granted, or if it
15 appears to the court that justice has not been or cannot be
16 done, and upon such terms or conditions as the court shall
17 order, revise or revoke a sentence imposed without a trial
18 after a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, and in the event
19 of revocation permit the withdrawal of the plea upon which
20 the sentence was imposed.
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