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Executive Department
House, Boston, January 3, 1€

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

During the last four years I have given considerable thought
to a question which has been raised from time to time but always
answered negatively; namely, the question as to whether or not
the Commonwealth should supply to the Governor a mansion in
which to live during his tenure in the Governorship. Over thirty
states today supply such a mansion and it has become my con-
viction that a suitable mansion would not alone befit the dignity
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, but would likewise be
of real value to succeeding Governors in the performance of some
of their duties which involve entertainment of distinguished
visitors.

It is my belief that the most suitable type of mansion for a
Governor would be a home of some historical significance and
interest located within a reasonable traveling distance from the
capitol. A number of such buildings have, from time to time,
been recommended and I am glad to turn over my files on the
subject to the House Ways and Means Committee, assuming
this is the appropriate Committee to which to refer my recom-
mendation.

I would also recommend that, if you should see fit to acquire
such a building, you make provision for a special committee of
distinguished citizens whose responsibilities would be to see that
the reception rooms of the building were adequately furnished
with pieces of furniture of historic significance. It is my belief
that citizens of Massachusetts would be willing to contribute very
valuable paintings and furniture of historic importance for such
a purpose. The upkeep and staffing of such a mansion should
be the responsibility of the Commonwealth.

In the event that you should not approve of this recommenda-
tion or a substantial lag in time should occur in securing and
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furnishing a mansion such as I recommend, I recommend an
interim arrangement. It is a long time since the salary of the
Governor has been changed and in recent recommendations the
salaries of Constitutional Officers have been omitted. It is my
belief that, at the present time, the great financial strain is put
on the incumbent of the Governorship if he is required, because
of his residence outside of the Boston metropolitan area, to rent
or maintain another establishment in convenient proximity to
the State House. I would, therefore, recommend that you make
available to the Commission on Administration and Finance an
annual sum not to exceed $lO,OOO which could be applied to
rental of a suitable place for the Governor to live, together with
such necessary staffing and upkeep of that establishment as
would not be a drain on the Governor’s personal resources. In
my opinion, such an arrangement would, in view of high taxes
on personal income, be more advantageous to a Governor than a
commensurate increase in salary.

I have taken this occasion to make these recommendations
since I feel certain that any incumbent in the office might well
hesitate to make them because he might be the beneficiary him-
self.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER
Governor of the Commonwealth.


