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By Mr. Spadafora of Malden, petition of the Massachusetts Police Associa
tion for legislation to change the law relative to member survivors allowance!
under the contributory retirement law. Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act changing the survivor benefits under the con-
tributory RETIREMENT LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and
as follows:

by the authority of the same,

1 Subdivision (2) of section
2 Laws is hereby amended by
3 serting the following in place

12 of chapter 32 of the General
striking out option (d) and in-
thereof:

4 Option (d), Member Survivors Allowance. A member may
5 at any time, on his written notice on a prescribed form filed
6 with the board prior to his death, nominate an eligible bene-
-7 ficiary as specified under option (c), who, if such member dies
8 after attaining age fifty-five and before being retired, shall re-
-9 ceive two thirds of the yearly amount of said option (c) allow-

-10 auce to which such member would have been entitled had
11 his retirement taken place on the date of his death. A mem-
-12 ber may at any time cancel the appointment of a beneficiary
13 nominated under this option by a written notice filed with
14 the board prior to his death. If such member dies as a result
15 of an accident while in the performance of his duties, with the
16 resultant death benefit as provided for in section nine, such
17 section shall govern. If a member dies before attaining age
18 fifty-five and before being retired, the eligible beneficiary
19 shall receive two thirds of the yearly amount of said option (c)
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20 allowance to which such member would have been entitled
21 had he attained age fifty-five at the time of his death. If any
22 such member who has nominated his wife as beneficiary dies
23 before being retired, the widow of such member shall receive
24 two thirds of said yearly amount of said option (c) allowance
25 and an additional yearly amount of two hundred dollars for
26 each unmarried child of such member who is under,age eight-
-27 een; provided, that the total yearly amount payable to such
28 widow and such children shall not exceed one half of the mem-
-29 bers average annual salary. If such widow later dies or re-
-30 marries, all payment on her account shall terminate, and
31 thereupon there shall be paid to or for the benefit of any such
32 unmarried child of such member who is under age eighteen a
33 yearly amount of three hundred dollars; provided, that the
34 total yearly amount for all such children shall not exceed one
35 third of the member’s average annual salary at the time of
36 his death. If a member dies before being retired, or within
37 thirty days following the date his retirement allowance became
38 effective, without an eligible beneficiary nominated under
39 either this option or undei
40 without a beneficiary other
41 paragraph (c) of subdivisioi
42 out otherwise having made

option (c) of this section, and
ban his spouse nominated under
(2) of section eleven, and, with-
disposition for his accumulated

43 total deduction to any person other than his spouse, an elec-
-44 tion may be made by his spouse on a prescribed form filed
45 with the board within ninety days after the date of death of
46 the member to either receive his accumulated total deduc-
-47 tions in one sum as a cash refund under said subdivision (2)
48 of section eleven, or to receive the survivors benefit under
49 this option; provided, that said spouse and the deceased mem-
-50 ber were living together at the time of his death, or that the
51 board finds that they were living apart for justifiable cause
52 other than desertion or moral turpitude on the part of the
53 spouse.
54 Any eligible beneficiary or spouse having a right under this
55 option within ninety days after the death of the member may
56 pay any make-up payments which at the time of his death
57 the member had a right to make for the purpose of obtaining
58 the credit for service rendered by the member prior to his be-
-59 coming a member.


