
HOUSE 1749

By Mr. Vaitses of Melrose, petition of Theodore J. Vaitses for adoption of
resolutions by the General Court requesting Congress to call a convention for
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to reform
the electoral college by choosing electors by congressional districts plus two at
large from each state. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

Resolutions requesting congress to call a convention

FOR PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES TO REFORM THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE BY
CHOOSING ELECTORS BY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS PLUS TWO
AT LARGE TO CORRESPOND WITH BACH STATE’S TWO UNITED
STATES SENATORS.

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts, acting
in pursuance of Article V of the Constitution of the United
States, hereby requests the Congress of the United States that
it call a convention under said Article for the purpose of pro-
posing an Amendment to said constitution, as follows:

Article

Section 1. Each state shall choose a number of electors of
the president and vice-president, equal to the whole number of
senators and representatives to which the state may be entitled
in the congress, in the same r
representatives are nominated
representative or person holdin
the United States shall be cho:

anner in which its senators and
md elected. But no senator or

an office of trust or profit under
n elector.

Section 2. The electors shall meet in their respective states,
and vote by ballot for president and vice-president, one of whom,
at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with them-
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selves; the}' shall name in their ballots the person voted for as
president, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as vice-
president; and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted
for as president, and of all persons voted for .as vice-president,
and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign
and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government
of the United States, directed to the president of the senate;Ie senate;

the president of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate
and the house of representatives, open all the certificates and
the votes shall then be counted; the person having the greatest
number of votes for president shall be the president and the
person having the greatest number of votes for vice-president
shall be the vice-president, if such numbers be majorities of the
whole number of electors chosen.

Section 3. If no persons voted for as president or vice-
president have a majority of the whole number of electors chosen,
then from the person having the highest numbers, not exceeding
three, on the lists of those voted for as president and vice-
president, the senate and the house of representatives, assembled
and voting as one body, shall choose immediately from the
respective lists the president, and then the vice-president, or
either, as the case may be; a quorum for these purposes shall
consist of three fourths of the whole number of the senators and
representatives, and the persons receiving the greatest number

vice-president on the respective
and the vice-president. But no
president shall be eligible to the
it further

of votes for president and for
roll calls shall be the president
person ineligible to the office of
office of vice-president; and be

of the United States be, and itResolved, That the congrt

hereby is, requested to propose as the mode of ratification of
said amendment that it shall be valid to all intents and purposes,
as part of the constitution of the United States, when ratified
by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states; and
be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth be, and he
hereby is, directed to send a duly certified copy of these resolu-
tions to the president of the United States and to the presiding
officer of each branch of the congress of the United States and
to each member thereof from this commonwealth.




