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By Mr. Bradley of Somerville, petition of G. Edward Bradley for legislation

to establish a boxers’ fund board to administer funds for the benefit of certain
former boxers in need of assistance. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act creating a boxers’ fund board and establishing

A FUND TO BE ADMINISTERED FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF
BOXERS AND FORMER BOXERS IN NEED OF FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is in part to immediately establish
3 a fund for the benefit of boxers and former boxers in need of
4 financial assistance, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
5 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
6 the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 17, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 715 of the acts of 1956, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 17. The commission, the art commission,
6 the commission on administration and finance, the commis-
-7 sioner of veterans’ services, the commissioners on uniform state
8 laws, the public bequest commission, the state ballot law com-
-9 mission, the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Massa-

-10 chusetts, the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in
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11 Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic beverages
12 control commission, the state housing board, the trustees of
13 the state library, the state racing commission, the Greylock
14 reservation commission, the Port of Boston commission,
15 the Massachusetts commission against discrimination, the
16 state airport management board, weather amendment board,
17 council for the aging, commissioner on alcoholism, the boxers’
18 fund board, Massachusetts commission on atomic energy,
19 finance advisory board, the Massachusetts aeronautics com-

-20 mission and the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission
21 shall serve under the governor and council, and shall be
22 subject to such supervision as the governor and council deem
23 necessary and proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 adding at the end, under the caption boxers’ fund board,
3 the following section:
4 Section 99. There shall be a board, to be known as the
5 boxers’ fund board, hereinafter called the board, to consist
6 of the commissioner of public safety, or if he so elects may
7 designate a member of the boxing commission, the state
8 treasurer, and three members to be appointed by the gover-
-9 nor, with the advice and consent of the council, at least one

10 of whom shall be a former professional boxer. The members
11 shall serve without compensation, but shall receive their
12 necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official
13 duties. The chairman of the board shall be designated from
14 time to time by the governor. Upon the expiration of the
15 term of a member appointed by the governor, his successor
16 shall be appointed in the same manner for a term of three
17 years. Said board shall establish rules and regulations for
18 eligibility for payments from the boxers’ fund, and may
19 revise the same from time to time. Said rules and regula-
-20 tions shall provide that no person shall be eligible to receive
21 benefits from such fund unless he has boxed within the
22 commonwealth under a license issued under the provisions of
23 section thirty-five, and unless he has been a resident of the
24 commonwealth for at least three years prior to his appli-
-25 cation for payments from said fund.
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1 Section 3. Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 40 the following section:
3 Section JfiA. Every licensee holding or conducting any
4 professional, boxing or sparring match or exhibition shall,
5 within seventy-two hours after its conclusion, pay to the
6 state treasurer, in addition to the payment required under
7 section forty, a sum equal to one per cent of the total gross
8 receipts from the sale of tickets or from admission fees or
9 from television or broadcasting rights; provided, that if

10 such match or exhibition is conducted as an incidental feature
11 in an event or entertainment of a different character, such
12 portion of the total receipts shall be paid to the common-
-13 wealth as the commission may determine or as may be fixed
14 by rule adopted under section forty-six. Said sum shall
15 be credited by said treasurer to a fund to be known as the
16 boxers’ fund, which shall be administered by the boxers’
17 fund board for the use and benefit of boxers or former boxers
18 in need of assistance.

1 Section 4. Of the members of the boxers’ fund board
2 first appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
3 of the council, under authority of this act, one shall be ap-
-4 pointed for the term of one year, one for the term of two
5 years, and one for the term of three years.




