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By Mr. Bisbee of Chesterfield, petition of Charles A. Bisbee, Jr., for legisla-
tionrelative to payments by the Commonwealthfor damages caused by beavers.
Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to payments by the commonwealth for
DAMAGES CAUSED BY BEAVERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 83, as most recently amended by chapter
3 509 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 83. Whoever suffers loss by the eating, browsing
6 or trampling of his fruit or ornamental trees, vegetables,
7 produce or crops by deer or moose, or whoever suffers loss by
8 the destruction of trees or flooding of land by beaver, may
9 notify the director of law enforcement of said damage, de-

-10 daring the amount of damage as nearly as he can determine
11 the same. The director, within fifteen days after receiving
12 such notice, shall determine whether the damage was so in-
-13 flicted by such deer, moose or beaver, and if so, he shall at
14 once proceed to have an appraisal made under oath by three
15 persons, one of whom shall be designated by the owner of the
16 damaged property, one by the director, and the third by the
17 trustees for county aid to agriculture or of the county agri-
-18 cultural school of the county in which the damage occurred;
19 provided, however, that if the amount of the damage so
20 declared does not exceed twenty dollars, the director may
21 designate an agent to make an appraisal. Within ten days
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22 after such appraisal is made, the appraiser designated by the
23 director as aforesaid shall return to the director a certificate
24 of the damages, fixed by such appraisal. The director shall,
25 within thirty days after receiving such certificate, if he finds
26 the claim to be just and the appraisal correct, endorse his
27 approval thereon and transmit the same, with the cost of
28 appraisal added, to the comptroller, and the amount so
29 certified shall be paid by the commonwealth; provided, that
30 if any doubt exists, the director may summon the appraisers
31 and all parties interested and make such examination as he
32 thinks proper, and may cause the appraisers to review their
33 appraisal, or cause a new appraisal or appraisals to be made
34 as aforesaid by other appraisers designated and proceeding
35 in the same manner. Each appraiser, except when a paid
36 official or employee of the commonwealth or of a county,
37 shall receive compensation from the commonwealth at the
38 rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per hour for not more
39 than eight hours in any one day while acting as such, and each
40 appraiser shall be reimbursed for his necessary expenses in-
-41 curred by him while acting as such at the prevailing rate
42 paid by the commonwealth.
43 Any tree appraised in the manner above referred to as
44 having been totally damaged, and for which compensation
45 has been paid by the commonwealth under this section, may
46 thereafter be removed by the director without further com-
-47 pensation therefor, or the director may mark or cause to be
48 marked in a suitable manner trees for which compensation
49 has been paid. No compensation for damage shall be paid
50 under this section to any owner or lessee of land if such
51 owner or lessee has, within one year prior to the damage
52 claim, posted said land, other than an orchard or that por-
-53 tion of the land immediately surrounding his house, barn or
54 other outbuildings, to prevent the hunting of deer or the
55 trapping or hunting of beaver.


