
HOUSE No. 2029
By Mr, Zollo of Danvers, petition of Paul G. Zollo and another that the coun-

ties of Bristol, Essex and Norfolk be made eligible for state aid in the construc-
tion and enlargement of agricultural schools. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act making the counties of Bristol, essex and Norfolk

ELIGIBLE FOR STATE SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION GRANTS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION AND ENLARGEMENT OF CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL
SCHOOLS IN SAID COUNTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 645 of the acts of 1948, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 470 of the acts of 1953, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the definition “Ap-
-4 proved school project” and inserting in place thereof the
5 following definition: “Approved school project” shall mean
6 any project for the construction or enlargement of a regional,
7 consolidated or county agricultural school, or of any public
8 schoolhouse in any city or town, and shall include the original
9 equipment and furnishings, whether movable or built in, to

10 complete said project, the contract or contracts for which
11 shall have been awarded on or after January first, nineteen
12 hundred and forty-six, by any city, town, county or regional
13 school building committee, which has been approved by the
14 commission for the purposes of sections seven through nine,
15 inclusive.

1 Section 2. Said section sof said chapter 645 is hereby
2 further amended by adding at the end thereof the following
3 two definitions: “County agricultural school” shall be de-
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4 fined as the county agricultural schools of only Bristol, Nor-
-5 folk and Essex counties under the control of the county com-
-6 missioners of the said counties. “County” shall mean any of
7 the counties of Bristol, Norfolk or Essex.

1 Section 3. Section 7of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
2 by inserting after the word “district”, in line one, the words:
3 or county.

1 Section 4. Section Bof said chapter 645 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first two paragraphs, as appearing in sec-
-3 tion 1 of chapter 528 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in
4 place thereof, the following two paragraphs:
5 Forthwith upon receipt of an application under the provi-
-6 sions of section seven, the commission shall examine such appli-
-7 cation and any facts, estimates or other information relative
8 thereto, and shall determine whether the proposed construc-
-9 tion is in the best interests of the city, town or region, with

10 respect to its site, type of construction, sufficiency of accom-
-11 modations, and otherwise. If, in its opinion, such proposed
12 construction should be undertaken, the commission shall
13 determine the estimated approved cost of such construction,
14 which cost may be equal to the estimated cost furnished by
15 such city, town, district or county or a lesser amount, and
16 compute the amount estimated of construction grant to which
17 the town would be entitled under the following section, such
18 computation being based on said approved cost. For the
19 purpose of determining the estimated approved costs of
20 school construction, the commission shall, from time to time,
21 by regulation, establish maximum unit costs of construction.
22 Within a reasonable time after receipt of such application
23 the commission shall notify such city, town, district or county
24 of its approval or rejection thereof, and, in the event of its
25 rejection, of the reasons therefor. Notice of approval here-
-26 under shall be accompanied by a statement of the estimated
27 approved cost as determined by the commission, and an esti-
-28 mate of the amount of school construction grant to which
29 such city, town or district may be entitled under the provi-
-30 sions of the following section.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter 645 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 9, as most recently amended by chap-
-3 ter 329 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 9. The commission shall, not later than July first
6 of each year, certify to the comptroller, and the state treasurer
7 shall within thirty days thereafter pay to the several cities,
8 towns, districts and counties, from any amounts appropriated
9 therefor, the amounts due them in accordance with the pro-

-10 visions of the following clauses:
11 (a) The total construction grant for any approved school
12 project in any city or town shall be one fourth of the product
13 of the final approved cost of the project multiplied by the
14 equalized valuation per pupil in net average membership for
15 the entire commonwealth divided by the equalized valuation
16 per pupil in net average membership of the city or town;
17 provided, however, that no grant shall be approved for an
18 amount less than twenty per cent or more than fifty per cent of
19 such approved cost;
20 ( b) The total construction grant for any approved school
21 project in any regional school district shall be one third of the
22 product of the final approved cost of the project multiplied by
23 the equalized valuation per pupil in net average membership
24 for the entire commonwealth divided by the total equalized
25 valuation per pupil in the total net average membership of the
26 towns comprising such district; provided, however, that no
27 grant shall be approved for any amount less than thirty-five per
28 cent or more than sixty-five per cent of such approved cost.
29 (c) The total construction grant for any approved school
30 project in any county shall be one fourth of the product of the
31 final approved cost of the project multiplied by the equalized
32 valuation per pupil in the net average membership for the
33 entire commonwealth divided by the equalized valuation per
34 pupil in the total net average membership of all the cities and
35 towns within the county; provided, however, that no grant
36 shall be approved for an amount less than twenty per cent or
37 more than fifty per cent of such approved cost.
38 ( d) In determining the construction grant for any school
39 project under clauses (a), (5) and (c) the commission shall use
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40 the net average membership for the last school year and the
41 last equalized valuation for the cities, towns and the common-
-42 wealth both next prior to the date of the award of the contract
43 for such approved school project.
44 Such total construction grant, in the case of any project to
45 be financed from the proceeds of any sale of bonds or notes to
46 the extent of fifty per cent or less of the approved cost thereof,
47 shall be paid in five equal annual installments, beginning in
48 the calendar year in which the construction of such project
49 has been commenced. Such total construction grant, in the
50 case of all other projects, shall be paid in equal parts to be
51 determined by dividing such total grant by the number of
52 years during which any indebtedness incurred for such pro-
-53 jects shall remain outstanding. Such annual payments shall
54 begin in the calendar year in which the first payment of princi-
-55 pal on account of such indebtedness shall become due and
56 payable, or in nineteen hundred and forty-nine, whichever is
57 later.


