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An Act relative to appeals in criminal cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any provision of general or special law
2 to the contrary: -

3 1. If, in the trial of any defendant for a crime, a witness for
4 the prosecution discloses that he has committed a crime
5 against the defendant, such witness shall, upon complaint of
6 the said defendant or any police officer, be prosecuted for such
7 crime.
8 2. Any criminal cases in which it appears that defense
9 counsel cannot adequately represent the defendant because

10 of his friendship for, or acquaintance with the complainant,
11 shall be continued to allow the defendant to secure other
12 counsel.
13 3. Any person, who, after a plea of not guilty, is convicted
14 of a misdemeanor in the district court, may appeal to the
15 superior court. Any bail previously imposed on such person
16 shall not be increased because of such conviction and appeal.
17 Any sentence imposed by such court shall not, if appealed,
18 affect the civil rights of any person.
19 4. The judge presiding at any criminal trial, in which it
20 appears that the complainant is actuated by vindictive or
21 revengeful motives, shall cause an investigation of the cir-
-22 cumstances leading to the complaint to be made, and the
23 results of such investigation shall be received in evidence.
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