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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF CORPORA-
TIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO GENERAL
LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT
TO PETITION OF FREDERIC S. O’BRIEN FOR
LEGISLATION TO ENLARGE THE OBJECTS OF
THE ANDOVER VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SO-
CIETY.

ary 2, 1957,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk
of the House of Representatives on December 10, 1956, with a
request for a memorandum.

The petitioner created by a special act of the Legislature
in 1915 (chapter 139). The said act merged two corporations
known as “Indian Ridge Association” and “Andover Village
Improvement Society.”

The proposed bill removes a restriction on the amount of
acreage the petitioner may hold in the town of Andover which is
presently limited to one hundred and fifty acres (see section 7 of
chapter 139, Acts of 1915).

It further provides that its land may be used for purposes of
conservation as well as for park and pleasure purposes. The peti-
tioner is also authorized by the said provisions to sell or give any
of its land or any other of its property to the town of Andover,
or to any body politic, or to any charitable corporation, by a two-
thirds vote. It seeks the power to expend parts of the principal of
gifts and bequests to it. A tax exemption is extended to all prop-
erty acquired by it, if used for public purposes.

Since the petitioner is a specially created corporation, this
department sees no objections to the favorable consideration of
the proposed legislation by the General Court if it sees fit to do so.

No fee is required to be paid by a corporation of this type.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN DANE, Jr.

Cfte Commontoealtb of Massachusetts
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By Messrs. Giles of Methuen, Longworth of Methuen and Williams of
Andover, petition of Frederic S. O’Brien for legislation to enlarge the objects
af the Andover Village Improvement Society. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seve:

An Act enlarging the obj . OF THE ANDOVER VILLAGE
iCIETY.

:c

IMPROVBMI

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as foil

1 Section 1. Chapter 139 of the Special Acts of 1915, as
2 amended by chapter 69 of the Special Acts of 1922, is hereby

3 amended by striking out section 7 of the Special Acts of 1915
4 and substituting therefor the following:

5 Section 7. Said new corporation may obtain by purchase,
6 gift or otherwise, lands in Andover and said new corporation
7 may hold, develop and administer the said land for conserva-
-8 tion, park and pleasure purposes, and for the purpose of forest
9 reservations; provided, that the public shall always have

10 free access to said lands and parks under reasonable regula-
-11 tions prescribed by said trustees. Said new corporation may,
12 by two-thirds vote of its trustees, sell land, or donate land or
13 other property of the corporation whether real or personal to
14 the town of Andover, to any body politic, or to any charitable
15 corporation with purposes in keeping with the purposes of the
16 Andover Village Improvement Society.

1 Section 2. Section Bof chapter 139 of the Special Acts of
2 1915, as amended by chapter 69 of the Special Acts of 1922, is
3 hereby amended by striking out said section 8 and substituting
4 therefor the following:

Clje Commontoealt!) of fpassadnisetts
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Section 8. Said new corporation may receive and hold for
the purposes aforesaid any gifts or bequests under such con-
ditions as may be prescribed by the donors or testators if not
inconsistent with the provisions of law and of this act, and in
the absence of conditions attached to any such gifts or be-
quests, all funds thus received shall be held by said new cor-
poration in trust, to be expended for the general purposes of
the new corporation as above provided. Such gifts and be-
quests, together with all real and personal property now held
by the Indian Ridge Association or the Andover Village Im-
provement Society, shall be exempt from taxation so long as
they are administered for the public purposes herein set forth.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1




