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State House, Boston, January 29, 1957

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati

In my message of January 14, 1957, I outlined a number of
problems on which I could not dwell in detail at that time and
which would be treated by special message. One of the problems
I referred to involved the Metropolitan District Commission
concerned with sewerage and water. Chapter 129 of the Resolves
of 1956 provided for an investigation and study by a Special
Commission relative to the systems of sewerage and sewage dis-
posal in the north and south Metropolitan Sewer Districts and
the City of Boston, and the water systems in said districts. A
preliminary report was filed with the Legislature December 26,
1956.

The matters with which this study is concerned are not only
of great importance financially; they involve health services
which are essential to the daily existence of nearly two million
people who live and work in the Metropolitan Area. Changing
conditions and particularly the recent mass movements of popu-
lation within the area have created new and acute problems re-
garding the operation of these services, and particularly their
extension to outlying suburbs whose continued development is
absolutely contingent upon them.

The work of this Commission was limited to a relatively brief
period between the prorogation of the General Court and the
day of the report, December 26, 1956. This time has permitted
only a general exploration of the matters referred to the com-
mission. It is clear that if the information is to be gathered and
considered adequately, the time must be extended and a more
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lubstantial amount of money appropriated for technical and
ionsuiting service.

The attached Resolve provides for this, and, I trust, it will be
liven priority and favorable action.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve reviving and continuing the special commission
ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELA-

TIVE TO THE SYSTEMS OF SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL IN

THE NORTH AND SOUTH METROPOLITAN SEWER DISTRICT AND
THE CITY OF BOSTON, AND THE WATER SYSTEMS IN SAID DIS-

TRICT.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established
2 by chapter one hundred and twenty-nine of the Resolves of
3 nineteen hundred and fifty-six is hereby revived and con-
-4 tinued for the purpose of continuing its investigation and
5 study relative to the metropolitan water supply system and
6 the systems of sewage disposal in the north and south metro-
-7 politan sewer districts and in the city of Boston. In making
8 said investigation and study, said special commission shall
9 specifically, but without limiting the generality of the fore-

-10 going, consider (a) the financial condition of said districts,
11 with particular reference to the adequacy and fairness of the
12 present rate for water furnished and the methods of assessing
13 operating and other costs as provided under existing statutes;
14 ( h) the advisability of defining geographical limits to the ex-
-15 tension of said water and sewerage districts; (c) the adequacy
16 of the provisions of existing statutes, and of the existing
17 methods of enforcement thereof, with respect to such matters
18 as the approval of local sewerage works with particular refer-
-19 ence to methods of separating storm water drains from fa-
-20 cilities for disposal of sanitary sewage, and the prevention of
21 pollution in the rivers and streams of the metropolitan area,
22 resulting from the operation of municipalities or other public
23 or private bodies; (d) the adequacy of the existing systems
24 of sewage disposal of the municipalities which constitute the
25 metropolitan sewerage districts and of the metropolitan dis-
-26 trict commission, with particular reference to the adequacy
27 and hydraulic characteristics of the Old Neponset Valley
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28 Sewer, so called, between the Southern High Level Sewer,
29 so called, and its terminus in West Roxbury; and (e) the
30 advisability of establishing an advisory board, to be ap-
-31 pointed by the governor upon recommendation of the mayors
32 and boards of selectmen of the cities and towns constituting
33 said districts, for the purpose of representing the joint inter-
-34 ests of said municipalities and of the public in consultation
35 with the officials of the metropolitan district commission.
36 Said special commission shall be furnished by the metro-

17 politan district commission with such technical and other
.8 assistance as it may require, and shall have the right to call

39 upon other state departments, boards or commissions and
40 upon city and town departments, boards or commissions for
41 such information and assistance as it may deem necessary
42 for its purposes. It shall be provided with quarters in the
43 state house or elsewhere, may travel within and without the
44 commonwealth and may employ such engineering and other
45 assistants and may incur such expenses as may be necessary
46 to carry out the purposes of this resolve, and for said purposes
47 may expend the balance available in item 0257-14 of chapter
48 seven hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
49 and fifty-six and, for the purposes of this Resolve, said com-
-50 mission may expend the sum of from the Gen-
-51 eral Fund in advance of the general appropriation. Said
52 special commission shall report to the general court the re-
-53 suits of its investigation and study hereunder, and its recom-
-54 mendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
55 carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same
56 with the clerk of the senate on or before the last Wednesday
57 of December in the current year.


