
HOUSE 2640

Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, December 5, 1956.

the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts in
" General Court Assembled .

Chapter 95 of the Resolves of the year 1955 provides for an in-
vestigation and study of a certain pier and wharf at Nantasket
Beach, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission and the department of
public works, acting as a joint board, are hereby authorized to make an investi-
gation and study of the subject matter of current house document numbered 402,
providing for the management and maintenance of a certain pier and wharf at
Nantasket beach by the department of public works. The board shall report to
the general court theresults of its investigation and study, and its recommendations,
if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-six.

The pier and wharf referred to is known as the Nantasket Steam-
boat Pier, and is at present owned by the town of Hull. It is
bounded on the east by the George Washington Boulevard and on
its other three sides by Hingham Bay. It is understood that the
pier is leased during the summer season to the Wilson Line, Inc.,
at a fee of $4,000 per year. They use the structure as a terminus
wharf for their boat excursion service between Boston and Nan-
tasket Beach. To the best of our knowledge, little if any further
use is made of the pier facilities.

The pier is approximately 400 feet long and 150 feet wide, con-
tracted of earth and rock fill, retained by a timber bulkhead and
surrounded on the water sides by a pile and timber marginal wharf
approximately 15 feet wide. There is a storage canopy and a small
building located on the pier proper.

During the last four years it is understood that the town of Hull
has spent approximately $25,000 in making certain repairs to the
pier.
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At present, the timber marginal wharf and timber bulkhead are
in rather poor condition. The estimated cost of repairing these
portions of the structure to a temporary safe condition is $25,000.

It is further pointed out that in a very few years this pier will
require extensive reconstruction work, estimated to cost $300,000,
consisting of the following items of work:
1. Replace timber bulkhead, 815 linear feet @ $l5O per linear foot . $122,250
2. Replace marginal wharf, 12,750 square feet @ $l2 per square foot . 153,000
3. Miscellaneous filling, grading and surfacing 25,00^

Total $300,250

The estimated yearly cost of operation and normal maintenance,
assuming that the pier use will not vary, is $12,000 to $15,000.

If the operation, maintenance and management of the Nantasket
Pier was placed under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public
Works, such functions would have to be attended to by its Division
of Waterways. Tins Division is primarily a construction agency so
that the addition of these other responsibilities would require sub-
stantial personnel changes or additions within the Division.

Another factor of importance as regards a take-over of this pier
is the question as to whether the Commonwealth should begin or
establish a policy of assuming all costs for maintaining and operat-
ing this particular town pier in view of the fact that there are a
very substantial number of other small town piers now being main-
tained by the respective municipalities. It would seem probable
that the acquisition of the Nantasket Steamboat Pier by the State
would prompt a concerted effort by all other coastal towns maintain-
ing piers to transfer their jurisdiction to the Commonwealth, with
the resulting tremendously costly financial obligations.

The Department of Public Works, for the foregoing reasons, is
definitely opposed to having the jurisdiction of the Nantasket Pier
transferred to their care, and I concur in this recommendation.

4Respectfully submitted

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.

CHARLES W. GREENOUGH,
Commissioner.


