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House of Representatives, March 21, 1957.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the Bill relative to presidential electors (House, No,
1528), report recommending that the same be amended by the
substitution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 2848).

For the committee

RENE R. BERNARDIN.

HOUSE No. 2848

Cl)t Commontocaltl) of e^assaclmsetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

An Act providing for the nomination op presidential elec-
tors BY STATE COMMITTEES Of THE RESPECTIVE POLITICAL
PARTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section Bof chapter 53 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as
3 amended by chapter 14 of the acts of the current year, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 All certificates of nomination and nomination papers shall,
6 in addition to the names of candidates, specify as to each, (1)
7 his residence, with street and number, if any, (2) the office
8 for which he is nominated, and (3), except as otherwise pro-
-9 vided in this section and in city charters, the party, if any,

10 which he represents, expressed in not more than three words.
11 Certificates of nomination made by convention or caucus
12 shall also state what provision, if any, was made for filling
13 vacancies caused by the death, withdrawal or ineligibility of
14 candidates. The state committees of the respective political
15 parties at a meeting called for the purpose shall nominate the
16 presidential electors. The surnames of the candidates for
17 president and vice president of the United States shall be
18 added to the party or political designation of the candidates
19 for presidential electors. Such surnames and a list of the per-
-20 sons nominated for presidential electors shall be filed by the
21 state chairmen of the respective political parties not later
22 than the second Tuesday of September. To the name of
23 each candidate for alderman at large shall be added the num-
-24 ber of the ward in which he resides. To the name of a candi-
-25 date for a town office who is an elected incumbent thereof
26 there may bo added the words “Candidate for Re-election”.
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1 Section 2. Section 54 of said chapter 53, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 7, 8 and 9,

as appearing in section 7 of chapter 406 of the acts of 1953,
4 the words “nominating presidential electors in those years in
5 which a United States president is to be chosen,” so as to
6 read as follows: Section 5J+. Beginning in the year nine-
7 teen hundred and fifty-four, a political party shall, upon the
8 call of its state committee, but not later than June twentieth
9 and not earlier than June fifth, in a year in which a biennial

10 state election is held, hold a state convention for the purpose
11 of adopting a platform, electing such number of members at
12 large of the state committee as may be fixed by the conven-
13 tion, and endorsing for nomination candidates for offices to be
14 filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, to be voted for
15 at the ensuing state primary, and for such other purposes
16 consistent with law as the convention may determine. Such
17 convention shall consist of delegates chosen by the ward and
18 town committees. The number of delegates shall be one from
19 each ward and town and one additional for every one thou-
20 sand votes or major fraction thereof cast at the preceding
21 biennial state election, in such ward or town, for the respective
22 party’s candidate for governor. Each such ward or town
23 committee desiring representation at such convention shall,
24 within fourteen days after a meeting duly called for the pur-
25 pose of selecting a delegate or delegates, notify the respective
26 city committee, in the case of a city, or the state committee,
27 in the case of a town, but in no case shall such notice be given
28 less than fourteen days prior to the date appointed for the
29 opening of such convention. No vacancy shall be filled for
30 any reason. Nothing herein contained shall affect or diminish
31 the operation of the laws relating to state primaries contained
32 in sections fortv-one to fiftv-three A, inclusive.
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