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House of Representatives, March 26, 1957.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concur-
rently, to whom were referred the Resolve providing for an in-
vestigation and study by an unpaid special commission relative
to the needs of persons suffering from chronic illness (printed as
Senate, No. 393), and the Resolve providing for an investigation
and study by a special commission relative to the conveyance of
the Springfield Municipal Hospital to the Commonwealth for the
purposes of a hospital for chronic diseases (House, No. 2791),
report the accompanying resolve (House, No. 2854).

For the committee

JOHN F. THOMPSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by an
UNPAID SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE NEEDS OF
PERSONS SUFFERING FROM CHRONIC ILLNESS.

1 Resolve, That an unpaid special commission, consisting of
2 two members of the senate to be designated by the president
3 thereof, four members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, and three persons to be
5 appointed by the governor, is hereby established for the pur-
-6 pose of making an investigation and study relative to persons
7 suffering from chronic illness, other than mental illness, whose
8 care is properly the responsibility of the commonwealth, in-
-9 eluding hospitalization, rehabilitation and after care in the

10 institutions under the control of the departments of public
11 health and public welfare. Said commission shall make such
12 investigation and study with a view to recommending such
13 changes in the laws applicable to the care of such persons as
14 may appear necessary or desirable. Said commission shall,
15 in the course of its investigation and study, consider the sub-
-16 ject matter of current house document numbered 942, relative
17 to the conveyance of the Springfield Municipal Hospital to the
18 commonwealth for the purposes of a hospital for chronic
19 diseases. Said commission may hold public hearings and may
20 call upon officials of the commonwealth or its subdivisions for
21 such information as it may desire in the course of its investi-
-22 gation and study, shall be provided with quarters in the state
23 house or elsewhere and shall have the power to summon wit-
-24 nesses and to require the production of books, records and
25 papers and the giving of testimony under oath. Said com-
-26 mission may expend for expert, clerical and other services
27 and expenses, such sums as may be appropriated therefor.
28 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
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29 of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if
30 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
31 such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
32 clerk of the senate not later than the first Wednesday of
33 January, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight.
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