
HOUSE No. 2949

House of Representatives, April 11, 1957.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
special report of the Registry of Motor Vehicles (under Chapter
53 of the Resolves of 1956) relative to providing for the registra-
tion of motor vehicles and trailers by the spouse of the owner
and providing security for judgments against certain non-
resident owners of motor vehicles and against certain non-
residents operating motor vehicles within the Commonwealth
(House, No. 2655), report the accompanying bill (House, No.
2949).

For the committee,

EDMOND J. DONLAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act providing that the operation of improperly regis-

tered VEHICLES MAY BE CONSIDERED AS EVIDENCE OF NEGLI-
GENCE IN CERTAIN ACTIONS OF TORT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 9of chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended by
3 chapter 244 of the acts of 1952, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence: —No person shall operate, push,
5 draw or tow any motor vehicle or trailer, and the owner
6 or custodian of such a vehicle shall not permit the same to
7 be operated, pushed, drawn or towed upon or to remain
8 upon any way except as authorized by section three, unless
9 such vehicle is registered in accordance with this chapter

10 and carries its register number displayed as provided in
11 section six, and, in the case of a motor vehicle, is equipped
12 as provided in section seven, except that any motor vehicle
13 or trailer may, if duly registered, be operated, pushed, drawn
14 or towed upon or remain upon any way between the hours
15 of twelve o’clock noon on December thirty-first of one year
16 and twelve o’clock noon on January first of the following
17 year if it carries its register number of either year displayed
18 as provided in section six, and except that a tractor, trailer
19 or truck may be operated without such registration upon
20 any way for a distance not exceeding one half mile, if said
21 tractor, trailer or truck is used exclusively for agricultural
22 purposes, or for a distance not exceeding three hundred
23 yards, if such tractor, trailer or truck is used for industrial
24 purposes other than agricultural purposes, for the purpose
25 of going from property owned or occupied by the owner of
26 such tractor, trailer or truck to other property so owned or
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27 occupied; but in actions of tort for injuries suffered by
28 death of, or injury to the property of, a person who was the
29 owner, operator or an occupant of an improperly registered
30 motor vehicle or trailer, in violation of this chapter, in-
-31 volved in the accident, the operation of such an improperly
32 registered motor vehicle or trailer, in violation of this chapter,
33 may be considered as evidence of negligence of such person,
34 together with other evidence tending to prove negligence of
35 such person; provided, that violation of this section, wherein
36 a motor vehicle or trailer is falsely registered with fraudulent
37 intent to conceal the identity of the true owner, shall not
38 constitute a defence to actions of tort for injuries suffered
39 by a person, or for the death of a person, or for injury to
40 property, unless it is shown that the person injured in his
41 person or property, or killed, was the owner of the motor
42 vehicle or trailer the operation of which was in violation of this
43 section; or unless it is shown that the person so injured or
44 killed, or the owner of the property so injured, knew or had
45 reasonable cause to know that the vehicle was falsely regis-
-46 tered with fraudulent intent to conceal the identity of the
47 true owner.
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