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House op Representatives, July 9, 1957.

The committee on Municipal Finance on the part of the House
to whom were referred the Bill relative to the form of government
of the city of Boston and the method of nominating and electing
elective officials thereunder (House, No. 1307), and the Bill to
provide for partisan municipal primaries and elections in Boston
and also to provide for the election of one city councillor from
each ward of the city of Boston (House, No. 1493), report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 3296).

For the committee,

FRANCIS J. HICKEY, Jr.

Cfce Commontocaltb of e^assac&uoettis
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act revising the present government of the city of

BOSTON AND THE CURRENT METHOD OF NOMINATING AND ELECT-
ING ITS OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Section 1. There shall be in the city of Boston, herein-
after in this act called the city, a mayor, who shall be the
chief executive officer of the city, a city council of eleven
members, which shall be the legislative body of the city, and
a school committee of five members, which shall have the
powers and duties conferred and imposed by law. The words
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“mayor and city council,” as used in this act or in section
four of chapter thirty-four of the General Laws, or in any
general or special law applicable to Boston, shall be deemed
to mean the city council acting subject to section fourteen.
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Section 2. Every person elected mayor and every person
elected or chosen city councillor or school committeeman
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take, and
subscribe in a book to be kept by the city clerk for the pur-
pose, the oath of allegiance and oath of office prescribed in
the constitution of this commonwealth and an oath to sup-
port the constitution of the United States. Such oaths shall
be administered, to a person elected mayor, by a justice of
the supreme judicial court, a judge of a court of record com-
missioned to hold such court within the city or a justice of the
peace, and to a person elected or chosen city councillor or
school committeeman, by the mayor or any of the persons
authorized to administer said oaths to a person elected mayor.
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Section 3. At the biennial municipal election in the year
nineteen hundred and fifty-nine and thereafter at every

1
)

C&e Commontoealtfr of Massachusetts



HOUSE No. 3296.1957.] 3

I

3 second biennial municipal election after a biennial municipal
4 election at which a mayor is elected, a mayor shall be elected
5 at large to hold office for the four municipal years following
6 the municipal year in which he is elected and thereafter until
7 his successor is elected and qualified.

1 Section 4. Whenever the mayor is absent from the city
2 or unable from any cause to perform his duties, and when-
-3 ever there is a vacancy in the office of mayor from any cause,
4 the president of the city council, while such absence, inability
5 or vacancy continues, shall perform the duties of mayor.
6 If there is no president of the city council or if he also is
7 absent from the city or unable from any cause to perform such
8 duties, they shall be performed, until there is a mayor or
9 president of the city council or the mayor or president of the

10 city council returns or is able to attend to said duties, by such
11 member of the city council as that body by a vote which,
12 for the purposes of section fourteen shall be deemed to be a
13 vote electing an official, may elect, and until such election
14 by the city clerk. The person upon whom such duties shall
15 devolve shall be called “acting mayor” and he shall possess
16 the powers of mayor only in matters not admitting of delay,
17 but shall have no power to make permanent appointments.

1 Secion 5. If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor within
2 sixteen weeks prior to a biennial municipal election other
3 than a biennial municipal election at which a mayor is elected,
4 or within sixteen months after a biennial municipal election,
5 or if there is a failure to elect a mayor or a person elected
6 mayor resigns or dies before taking office, the city council
7 shall forthwith adopt an order calling a special municipal
8 election for the purpose of electing at large a mayor for the
9 unexpired term, which election shall be held on such luesday,

10 not less than one hundred and twenty days nor more than
11 one hundred and forty days after the adoption of such order,
12 as the city council shall in such order fix. If a vacancy oc-

-13 curs in the office of mayor at any other time, a mayor shall
14 be elected at large at the next biennial municipal election to
15 hold office for a term expiring at ten o’clock in the forenoon
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16 on the first Monday of the fourth January following his
17 election. A person elected mayor under either of the fore-
-18 going provisions shall take and subscribe the oaths required
19 by section two as soon as may be convenient after the issuance
20 to him of his certificate of election. Such person shall hold
21 office from the time of taking and subscribing such oaths
22 until the expiration of his term and thereafter until his suc-
-23 cessor is elected and qualified. The provisions of this section
24 shall not apply if a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor in
25 the period beginning on the date of a biennial municipal elec-
26 tion at which a new mayor is elected and ending at the time
27 he takes office.

1 Section 6. The mayor shall be paid an annual salary of
2 twenty thousand dollars or such other sum as may from time
3 to time be fixed by ordinance under section six A of chapter
4 thirty-nine of the General Laws. The mayor shall not receive
5 for his services any other compensation or emolument what-
-6 ever; nor shall he hold any other office of emolument under
7 the city government.

1 Section 7. At the biennial municipal election in the year
2 nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, and at every biennial munic-
-3 ipal election thereafter, there shall be elected by and from
4 the registered voters of each of the eleven districts into which
5 the city is divided by this section, or such other eleven dis-
-6 tricts as may from time to time be established by or under the
7 authority of the general court, one city councillor to hold
8 office for the two municipal years following the municipal
9 year in which he is elected and thereafter until his successor

10 is elected and qualified. For the purpose of electing city
11 councillors, the city is hereby divided into the eleven follow-
-12 ing districts, each comprising the territory within the wards
13 respectively set against it as such wards were constituted on f
14 January first, nineteen hundred and fifty-four; district one,
15 wards one and two; district two, wards three and nine; dis-
-16 trict three, wards four and five; district four, wards six and
17 seven; district five, wards ten and eleven; district six, wards
18 eight and thirteen; district seven, wards twelve and fourteen;
19 district eight, wards fifteen and sixteen; district nine, wards
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20 seventeen and eighteen; district ten, wards nineteen and
21 twenty; and district eleven, wards twenty-one and twenty-
-22 two.

1 Section 8. If a vacancy occurs in the office of a city
2 councillor within twenty months after a biennial municipal
3 election, or if at a biennial municipal election or at a special
4 election held pursuant to this section within twenty months
5 after a biennial municipal election there is a failure to elect
6 a city councillor or a person elected city councillor at such an
7 election resigns or dies before taking office, the city council
8 shall forthwith adopt an order calling a special election in his
9 district for the purpose of electing by and from the registered

10 voters thereof a councillor for the unexpired term. Such
11 special election shall be held on such Tuesday, not less than
12 seventy-eight days nor more than ninety-eight days after the
13 adoption of such order, as the city council shall in such order
14 fix. A person elected city councillor under the provisions of
15 this section shall take and subscribe the oaths required by
16 section two as soon as conveniently may be after the issuance
17 to him of his certificate of election. Such person shall hold
18 office from the time of taking and subscribing such oaths
19 until the expiration of his term and thereafter until his suc-
-20 cessor is elected and qualified. The provisions of this section
21 shall not apply if a vacancy occurs in the office of a city coun-
-22 cillor in the period beginning on the date of a biennial munic-
-23 ipal election at which a new city councillor is elected and
24 ending at the time he takes office.

1 Section 9. Every city councillor shall be paid an annual
2 salary of five thousand dollars or such other sum as may
3 from time to time be fixed by ordinance under section six A
4 of chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws; and no other
5 sum shall be paid from the city treasury for or on account of
6 any personal expenses directly or indirectly incurred by or in
7 behalf of any city councillor.

1 Section 10. The city council shall be the judge of the
2 election and qualifications of its members; shall elect from
3 its members by vote of a majority of all the members a presi-
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4 dent who when present shall preside at the meetings thereof;
5 and shall from time to time establish rules for its proceedings.
6 The member eldest in years shall preside until the president
7 is chosen, and in case of the absence of the president, until a
8 presiding officer is chosen. All meetings of the city council
9 shall be public.

1 Section 11. The mayor may, whenever in his judgment
2 the good of the citjr requires it, summon a meeting or meet-
-3 ings of the city council although said council stands adjourned
4 to a more distant day, and shall cause suitable written notice
5 of such meeting or meetings to be given to the city councillors.

1 Section 12. The city council may, subject to the approval
2 of the mayor, from time to time establish such offices, other
3 than that of clerk, as it may deem necessary for the conduct
4 of its affairs and at such salaries as it may determine, and
5 abolish such offices or alter such salaries; and without such
6 approval may fill the offices thus established and remove the
7 incumbents at pleasure. The city clerk shall act as clerk of
8 the city council.

1 Section 13. All elections by the city council under any
2 provision of law shall be made by a viva voce vote, each
3 member who is present answering to his name when it is
4 called by the clerk or other proper officer, and stating the
5 name of the person for whom he votes, or declining to vote,
6 as the case may be; and the clerk or other proper officer shall
7 record every such vote. No such election shall be, valid unless
8 it is made as aforesaid.

1 Section 14. Every order, ordinance, resolution and vote
2 of the city council (except special municipal election orders
3 adopted under section five, special election orders adopted
4 under section eight, orders, resolutions and votes relating to
5 the internal affairs of said council, orders, resolutions and
6 votes not affecting legal rights, votes electing officials, and
7 votes confirming appointments or removals by the mayor)
8 shall be presented to the mayor for his approval. If he ap-
-9 proves it, he shall sign it; and thereupon it shall be in force.
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10 If he disapproves it, he shall, by filing it with the city clerk
11 with his objections thereto in writing, return it to the city
12 council; and thereupon it shall be void. Every order, ordi-
-13 nance, resolution or vote required by this section to be pre-
-14 sented to the mayor which, within fifteen days after such pres-
-15 entation, is neither signed by him nor filed with his written
16 objections as hereinbefore provided, shall be in force on and
17 after the sixteenth day following such presentation.
18 Every order, ordinance, resolution or vote required by this
19 section to be presented to the mayor shall be approved as a
20 whole or disapproved as a whole; except that, if the same
21 authorizes a loan or appropriates money, the mayor may ap-
-22 prove some of the items in whole or in part and disapprove
23 other of the items in whole or in part; and such items or parts
24 of items as he approves shall, upon his signing the same, be
25 in force and such items or parts of items as he disapproves by
26 filing with the city clerk his written objections thereto shall
27 be void, and such items or parts of items as he neither signs

fifteen days after the order, or-28 nor so disapproves within
29 dinance, resolution or vote
30 shall be in force on and afte
31 presentation.
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18 loans voted by the city council shall require a vote of two
19 thirds of all the city councillors and shall be passed only after
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1 Section 17. Except as otherwise provided in chapter four
2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended, neither the city council nor any member,
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4 committee, officer or employee thereof shall directly or in-
-5 directly on behalf of the city or of the county of Suffolk take
6 part in the employment of labor, the making of contracts, or
7 the purchase of materials, supplies or real estate; nor in the
8 construction, alteration, or repair of any public works, build-
-9 ings, or other property; nor in the care, custody, or manage-

-10 ment of the same; nor in the conduct of the executive or ad-
-11 ministrative business of the city or county; nor in the ap-
-12 pointment or removal of any city or county employee; nor
13 in the expenditure of public money except such as may be
14 necessary for the contingent and incidental expenses of the
15 city council. Any person violating any provision of this sec-
-16 tion shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than
17 one year, or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars,
18 or both.

1 Section 18. No city councillor nor any person elected
2 city councillor shall, during the term for which he is elected
3 or chosen, be appointed to, or hold, any office or position
4 which is under the city government or the salary of which is
5 payable out of the city treasury except the office of city coun-
-6 cillor and any office held ex officio by virtue of being a mem-
-7 ber, or president, of the city council; provided, however, that
8 nothing herein contained shall prevent a city councillor or any
9 person elected city councillor from, during the term for which

10 he is elected or chosen, being appointed by the governor, with
11 or without the advice and consent of the council, to and hold-
-12 ing, any such office or position if before entering upon the
13 duties of such office or position he resigns as city councillor
14 or city councillor elect.

1 Section 19. At the biennial municipal election in the year
2 nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, and every biennial munici-
-3 pal election thereafter, there shall be elected at large five
4 school committeemen, each to hold office for the two mu-
-5 nicipal years following the municipal year in which he is
6 elected.

1 Section 20, If at any time a vacancy occurs in the school
2 committee from any cause, the mayor, the president of the
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3 city council and the remaining school committeemen, meeting
4 in joint convention, shall, within fifteen days after the va-
-5 cancy arises, choose, as school committeeman for the unex-
-6 pired term, whichever of the defeated candidates for the office
7 of school committeeman at the biennial municipal election at
8 which school committeemen were elected for the term in
9 which the vacancjr occurs, who are eligible and willing to

10 serve, received the highest number of votes at such election,
11 or, if there is no such defeated candidate eligible and willing
12 to serve, a registered voter of the city duly qualified to vote
13 for a candidate for the office of school committeeman. If at
14 a biennial municipal election there is a failure to elect a school
15 committeeman or if a person elected school committeeman at
16 such an election resigns or dies before taking office, within
17 fifteen days after the remaining school committeemen-elect
18 take office, such school committeemen and the then mayor
19 and the then president of the city council shall meet in joint
20 convention and choose, as school committeeman for the un-
-21 expired term, whichever of the defeated candidates for the
22 office of school committeeman at such election, who are
23 eligible and willing to serve, received the highest number of
24 votes at such election or, if there is no such defeated candidate
25 eligible and willing to serve, a registered voter of the city
26 duly qualified to vote for a candidate for the office of school
27 committeeman.

1 Section 21. The members of the school committee shall
2 meet and organize on the first Monday of January following
3 their election. The school committee shall be the judge of
4 the election and qualifications of its members. The members
5 of the school committee shall serve without compensation.

1 Section 22. The mayor shall be elected at a biennial
2 municipal election, or, in the case of a mayor for an un-
-3 expired term, at a special municipal election, after, in either
4 case, nomination at a preliminary municipal election, ex-
-5 cept as otherwise provided in section thirty and every city
6 councillor shall be elected at a biennial municipal election,
7 or, in the case of a city councillor for an unexpired term, at a
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8 special district election, after, in either case, nomination
9 pursuant to sections twenty-three to thirty, inclusive; and

10 every school committeeman, except a school committeeman
11 for an unexpired term, shall be elected at a biennial municipal
12 election after nomination pursuant to sections twenty-three
13 to thirty, inclusive.
14 In sections twenty-two to thirty-seven, inclusive, the term
15 “regular election” shall be construed to refer to the biennial
16 municipal election or the special municipal election or the
17 special district election, as the case may be, and the term
18 “preliminary election” to the preliminary municipal elec-
-19 tion held for the purpose of nominating candidates for elec-
-20 tion to the office of mayor at a regular election. Every
21 prelimary election shall, unless dispensed with under said
22 section sixty-five I, be held on the sixth Tuesday preceding
23 the regular election.

1 Section 23. Any person who is a registered voter of the
2 city duly qualified to vote for a candidate for the office of
3 mayor thereof may be a candidate for nomination to such
4 office; provided, that a petition for the nomination of such
5 person is obtained, signed and filed as provided in sections
6 twenty-four, twenty-five and twenty-six, and signatures of
7 petitioners thereon, to the number required by section
8 twenty-six, certified as provided in section twenty-seven the
9 board of election commissioners, in sections twenty-three to

10 thirty, inclusive, called the election commission. Any per-
il son who is a registered voter of the city duly qualified to
12 vote for a candidate for the office of city councillor or school
13 committeeman therein may be a candidate for election to
14 either such office; provided, that a nomination paper for
15 such person is obtained, signed and filed as provided in
16 sections twenty-four, twenty-five and twenty-six, and sig-
-17 natures of nominators thereon, to the number required by
18 section twenty-six, certified by the election commission as
19 provided in section twenty-seven.

1 Section 24. A nomination petition shall be issued only
2 to a person subscribing after the thirteenth Tuesday, and
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3 before the eighth Tuesday, preceding the preliminary elec-
-4 tion, in a book kept for that purpose by the election commis-
-5 sion, a statement of candidacy in substantially the following
6 form;-

Statement of Candidacy

19
I, ( name with first or middle name in full) under the pains and penalties of

perjury declare that I reside at ( street and number, if any) in Ward (number)
of the City of Boston; that I am a registered voter of said City duly qualified
to vote for a candidate for the office hereinafter mentioned; that I am a candi-
date for nomination for the office of Mayor of the City of Boston; that I re-
quest that my name be printed as such candidate on the official ballot to be
used at the preliminary municipal election to be held on Tuesday, ,

19 , for the purpose of nominating candidates for election to such office;
and that I also request that my nomination petition contain the following
statement (not exceeding eight words) concerning the elective public offices now
or formerly held by me:

Signature of Candidate.

7 A nomination paper shall be issued only to a person sub-
-8 scribing after the nineteenth Tuesday, and before the four-
-9 teenth Tuesday, preceding the regular election, or, in the

10 case of a city councillor for an unexpired term, after the
11 adoption of the order calling the special district election and
12 before the eighth Tuesday preceding such election, in a book
13 kept for the purpose by the election commission, a request
14 for a nomination paper in substantially the following form:

Request for Nomination Paper
i9

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETT
CITY OF BOSTON.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
CITY OF BOSTON.

I, ( name with first or middle name in full), declaring under the pains and
penalties of perjury that I reside at (street and number, if any) in Ward (number)

f the City of Boston and that I am a registered voter of said City duly quali-
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fied to vote for a candidate for the office hereinafter mentioned, do hereby re-
quest that there be issued to me a nomination paper containing the following
statement (not exceeding eight words) concerning the elective public offices now
or formerly held by me:

and nominating me as a candidate for election to the office of (City Councillor
from District [number] or School Committeeman) at the (biennial municipal

oeeial district) election to be held on Tuesday, , 19

f Candidate.

1 Section 25. A nomination petition shall be issued by
2 the election commission not later than twelve o’clock noon
3 of the second day (Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays
4 excluded) after the subscription of a statement of candidacy,
5 except that no such petition shall be issued before the elev-
-6 enth Tuesday preceding the preliminary election. A nomi-
-7 nation paper shall be issued by the election commission not
8 later than twelve o’clock noon of the second day (Saturdays,
9 Sundays and legal holidays excluded) after the subscription

10 of a request for nomination paper; provided that, except in
11 the case of a city councillor for an unexpired term, no such
12 paper shall be issued before the seventeenth Tuesday pre-
-13 ceding the regular election. Neither a nomination petition
14 nor a nomination paper shall relate to more than one candi-
-15 date nor to more than one office. A nomination petition or
16 nomination paper may state the elective public offices which
17 the candidate holds or has held under the government of the
18 commonwealth, the county of Suffolk or the city of Boston
19 or in the congress as a representative or senator from the
20 commonwealth; provided, that such statement shall not
21 exceed eight words and shall, with respect to each such
22 office, consist solely of the title, as hereinafter given, of such
23 office, preceded, if the candidate is the then incumbent
24 thereof, by the word “Present”, otherwise, by the word
25 “Former”, and followed, if, but only if, the office is that of
26 city councillor, by the words: “for District (here insert
27 district number in numerals, which shall be counted as one
28 word) ”, as the case may be. For the purposes of such state-
-29 ment, the titles of the elective public offices which may be
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30 stated shall be deemed to be as follows: city councillor,
31 school committeeman, mayor, district attorney, sheriff, reg-
-32 ister of deeds, register of probate, county clerk of superior
33 (criminal) court, county clerk of superior (civil) court, county
34 clerk of supreme judicial court, state representative, state
35 senator, governor’s councillor, attorney general, state audi-
-36 tor, state treasurer, state secretary, lieutenant governor,
37 governor, congressman, and United States senator.
38 If the candidate is a veteran as defined in section twenty-
-39 one of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, his nomina-
-40 tion petition or nomination paper may contain the word
41 “Veteran”, which, in the case of a candidate holding or
42 having held elective public office as aforesaid, shall, for the
43 purposes of this section and sections twenty-four, thirty-one
44 and thirty-five, be counted as a part of the statement con-
-45 cerning the elective public offices held by him, and, in the
46 case of a candidate who does not hold and has never held
47 elective public office as aforesaid, shall, for the purposes of
48 said sections, be deemed to be a statement concerning the
49 elective public offices held by him.
50 A nomination petition may consist of one or more sheets
51 but each sheet shall be in substantially the following form:

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTI
CITY OF BOSTON.

Nomination Petition.
Whereas (name of candidate) residing at (street and number, if any) in Ward

(number) of the City of Boston, (here insert any lawfully requested statement
concerning the elective public offices held by candidate) is a candidate for nomina-
tion for the office of Mayor of the City of Boston, the undersigned, registered
voters of the City of Boston, duly qualified to vote for a candidate for said
office, do hereby petition that the name of said (name of candidate) as a candi-
date for nomination for said office be printed on the official ballot to be used
at the preliminary municipal election to be held on Tuesday, ,

19 .

Each of the undersigned does hereby certify that he or she has not subscribed
any other nomination petition for said office.

In case the above-named candidate withdraws his name from nomination
or is found to be ineligible or dies, we authorize (names and residences of a com-
mittee of not less than five persons) or a majority thereof as our representatives
to fill the vacancy in the manner prescribed by law.
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Residence
ignaturcs of January 1, 19 .

(If registered Ward. Precinct. Present Rafter above date,
Petitioners

(To be signed in per:
with name as register side

when registered

«

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Suffolk, ss. Boston, 19

The undersigned, being the circulator or circulators of this sheet, severall
ceitih. under the pains and penalties of perjury, that the persons whose name
aie written upon the lines the numbers of which appear opposite our signaturebelow, signed the same in person.

nd Addresses of Pe
mbors ofLines upon Which Ay

to Which C •n
Made Hereby

Adc

4 dd here or at some other f sheet the followi
I hereby accept the nominatio:

of CandThis sheet filed bv

tur

52 A nomination paper may consist of one or more sheets
53 but each sheet shall be in substantially the following form;

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETT
ITY OF BOSTON

Nomination Papef
The undersigned, registered voters the City of Boston duly qualified to

ote for a candidate for the office hereinafter mentioned, do hereby nominate
{name of candidate) residing at (street and number, if any) in Ward ( number)«f the City of Boston, (here insert any lawfully requested statement concerning
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the elective public offices held by candidate) as a candidate for election to the office
of (City Councillor from District ( number) or School Committeeman) at the
(biennial municipal or special ward) election to be held on Tuesday, 19 .

Each of the undersigned does hereby certify that he or she has not subscribed
(here insert, if the petition relates to the office of city councillor: any other
nomination paper for said office; and if the petition relates to the office of school

mitteeman: more than four other nomination papers for said off
In case the above-named candidate withdraws his name from election or is

found to be ineligible or dies, we authorize ( names and residences of a committee
of not less than five persons ) or a majority thereof as our representatives to fill
the vacancy in the manner prescribed by law.

Residenc

(If registered Ward. Precinct. Present Re
iter above date,

residence

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Suffolk, ss. Boston, , 19

The undersigned, being the circulator or circulators of this sheet, severally
certify, under the pains and penalties of perjury, that the persons whose names
are written upon the lines the numbers of which appear opposite our signatures
below, signed the same in person.

Signature ofFiler

Number. Street City

Names and Addresses ofPersons
Circulating this Sheet. Numbers ofLines upon which appear

Signatures as to which Certification

gnatone of Candidate

{Add here or at some other convenient place on each sheet the following.
I hereby accept the nomination.

This’sheet filed by
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Every nomination petition sheet shall, before issuance,
be prepared by the election commission by printing or in-

54
50

required by the first paragraph
;d form: and every nomination

serting thereon the matter
of the hereinbefore prescril;
paper sheet shall, before is;
tion commission by printing

56
)/

nee, be prepared by the elec-
r inserting thereon the matter

3S

59
required by the first two paragraphs of the hereinbefore pre-
scribed form. Not more than three hundred nomination
petition sheets shall be issued to any candidate for mayor;
and not more than seventy-five nomination paper sheets
shall be issued to any candidate for city councillor; and not
more than two hundred nomination paper sheets shall be
issued to any candidate for school committeeman. No nomi-
nation petition sheet, and no nomination paper sheet, shall be
received or be valid unless prepared and issued by the elec-
tion commission; nor shall any nomination petition sheet or
any nomination paper sheet be received or be valid unless the
written acceptance of the candidate thereby nominated is
endorsed thereon, anything in section three A of chapter
fifty of the General Laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

69
70
71
72
16

Section 26. The nomination petition of a candidate for
mayor shall be signed by at least three thousand registered
voters of the city qualified to vote for such candidate at the
preliminary election. A nomination paper shall be signed,
in the case of a candidate for city councillor, by at least
five hundred registered voters of the city qualified to vote
for such candidate at the regular election, and, in the case of
a candidate for school committeeman, by at least two thou-
sand registered voters of the city qualified to vote for such
candidate at such election.

1
9

9

4
5
6
I

8

9

10

Every voter signing a nomination petition or nomination
paper shall sign in person, with his name as registered, and
shall state his residence on January first preceding, or his
residence when registered if subsequent thereto, and the
place where he is then living, with the street and number,
if any; but any voter who is prevented by physical disa-
bility from writing may authorize some person to write his
name and residence in his presence. No voter may sign as
petitioner more than one nomination petition for the office

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
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20 of mayor, or as nominator more than one nomination paper
21 for the office of city councillor or more then five nomination
22 papers for the office of school committeeman. If the name
23 of any voter appears as petitioner on more nomination peti-
24 tions for an office than prescribed in this section, or as nomi-
-25 nator on more nomination papers for an office than prescribed
26 in this section, his name shall, in determining the number of
27 petitioners or nominators, be counted, in the case of the office
28 of mayor, only on the nomination petition sheet bearing his
29 name first filed with the election commission, in the case of
30 the office of city councillor, only on the nomination paper
31 sheet bearing his name first filed with said commission and,
32 in the case of the office of school committeeman, only on th
33 five nomination paper sheets bearing his name first filed with
34 said commission. If the name of a voter appears as peti-
35 tioner on the same nomination petition more than once or
36 of the name of a voter appears as nominator on the same
37 nomination paper more than once, it shall be deemed to
38 appear but once. The signature of any petitioner or nomi-
39 nator which is not certified by the circulator of the sheet as
40 provided in the form set forth in section twenty-five shall
41 not be counted in determining the number of petitioners or
42 nominators
43 The separate sheets of a nomination petition or nomina-
-44 tion paper may be filed all at one time or in lots of one or
45 more from time to time, but shall all be filed with the elec-
-46 tion commission at or before five o’clock in the afternoon,
47 in the case of a special district election, of the eighth Tuesday
48 preceding such election, and in every other case, of the four-
-49 teenth Tuesday preceding the regular election. Every nomi-
50 nation petition sheet and every nomination paper sheet shall
51 be filed by a responsible person, who shall sign such sheet
52 and, if he is other than the candidate, add to his signature
53 his place of residence, giving street and number, if any; and
54 the election commission shall require satisfactory identifi
55 tion of such person.
56 The names of candidates appearing on nomination peti
57 tions and nomination papers shall, when filed, be a matte:
58 of public record; but no nomination petition nor nomination
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59 paper shall be open to public inspection until the signatures
60 on all nomination petitions or nomination papers for the same
61 office have been certified.

1 Section 27. Upon the filing of each nomination petition
2 sheet, and upon the filing of each nomination paper sheet,
3 the election commission shall check each name to be certified
4 by it on such sheet and shall certify thereon the number of
5 signatures so checked which are the names of registered
6 voters of the city qualified to sign the same; provided, how-
-7 ever, that said commission shall not certify, either in connec-
-8 tion with a single nomination petition or in connection with
9 a single nomination paper, a greater number of names than

10 required by section twenty-six with one tenth of such num-
-11 ber added thereto. Names not certified in the first instance
12 shall not thereafter be certified on the same nomination peti-
13 tion or nomination paj

14 nomination papers, no
HI nomination petitions, and all
gaining names certified pursuant

15 to this section, to the number required by said section twenty-
-16 six; shall be invalid. The election commission shall com-
-17 plete the certification required by this section at or before
18 five o’clock in the afternoon, in the case of a special district
19 election, of the thirty-fourth day preceding such election, and
20 in every other case, of the seventy-sixth day preceding the
21 regular election.

1 Section 28. A nomination petition or nomination paper
2 which has been filed and is in apparent conformity with law
3 shall be valid unless written objection thereto is made by a

Such objection shall be filed
at or before five o’clock in the
necial district election, of the

4 registered voter of the city.
5 with the election commission
6 afternoon, in the case of a
7 twenty-eighth day preceding
8 other case, of the seventieth
9 tion. Objections filed with

; such election, and in every
lay preceding the regular elec-
the election commission shall

10 forthwith be transmitted by it to the Boston ballot law com-
il mission. Certification pursuant to section twrenty-seven shall
12 not preclude a voter from filing objections to the validity of
13 a nomination petition or nomination paper.
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1 Section 29. Any candidate may withdraw his name
2 from nomination by a request signed and duly acknowledged
3 by him; provided, however, that all withdrawals shall be
4 filed with the election commission at or before five o’clock
5 in the afternoon, in the case of a special district election, of
6 the twenty-eighth day preceding such election, and in every
7 other case, of the seventieth day preceding the regular elec-
8 tion. If a candidate so withdraws his name from nomination
9 or is found to be ineligible or dies, the vacancy may be filled

10 by a committee of not less than five persons or a majority
11 thereof, if such committee be named and so authorized in
12 the nomination petition or nomination paper; provided,
13 however, that all certificates of substitution, except any cer-
-14 tificate of substitution for a deceased candidate for mayor,
15 shall be filed with the election commission at or before five
16 o’clock in the afternoon, in the case of a special district elec-
-17 tion, of the twenty-seventh day preceding such election, and
18 in every other case, of the sixty-ninth day preceding the
19 regular election.
20 The certificate of substitution for a deceased candidate
21 for mayor shall be filed with the election commission (a) at
22 or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the first Tuesday
23 preceding the preliminary election if he dies on or before the
24 second Friday preceding such election, ( b ) at or before five
25 o’clock in the afternoon on the first Friday following the
26 preliminary election if he dies after the second Friday pre-
-27 ceding such election and before the closing of the polls at
28 such election, (c) at or before five o’clock in the afternoon
29 of the first Tuesday preceding the regular election if he dies
30 after the closing of the polls at the preliminary election and
31 on or before the second Friday preceding the regular elec-
-32 tion, and ( d) at or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the
33 first Friday following the regular election if he dies after the
34 second Friday preceding such election and before the closing
35 of the polls at such election; provided, however, that no cer-
-36 tificate of substitution for such a deceased candidate shall be
37 filed after the closing of the polls at the preliminary election
38 unless such candidate, if living, would be deemed under
39 either section thirty or thirty-four to have been nominated
40 for the office of mayor.
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41 If a certificate of substitution for a deceased candidate for
42 mayor is filed at or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the
43 first Tuesday preceding the preliminary election, the ballots
44 for use at such election shall be printed with the name, resi-
-45 dence and ward of the substitute in the place of the name,
46 residence and ward of the deceased; and the voting machine
47 ballot labels for use at such election, if not previously printed,
48 shall be printed with the name, Residence and ward of the
49 substitute in the place of the name, residence and ward of
50 the deceased, and, if previously printed, shall have a slip
51 containing the name, residence and ward of the substitute
52 pasted over the name, residence and ward of the deceased.
53 If such a certificate is filed after five o’clock in the afternoon
54 of the first Tuesday preceding the preliminary election, all
55 ballots and voting machine ballot labels for use at such elec-
-56 tion shall bear the name, residence and ward of the deceased
57 but shall be deemed as a matter of law to bear the name, resi-
-58 dence and ward of the substitute in the place of the name,
59 residence and ward of the deceased, and a vote for the de-
-60 ceased at such election shall be counted as a vote for the
61 substitute. If such a certificate is filed at or before five
62 o’clock in the afternoon of the first Tuesday preceding the
63 regular election, the ballots for use at such election other
64 than absent voting ballots shall be printed with the name,
65 residence and ward of the substitute in the place of the name,
66 residence and ward of the deceased; and the absent voting
67 ballots for use at such election, if not previously printed,
68 shall be printed with the name, residence and ward of the
69 substitute in the place of the name, residence and ward of
70 the deceased and, if previously printed, shall be deemed as
71 a matter of law to bear the name, residence and ward of the
72 substitute in the place of the name, residence and ward of
73 the deceased so that a vote thereon for the deceased shall
74 be counted as a vote for the substitute; and the voting ma-
-75 chine ballot labels for use at such election, if not previously
76 printed, shall be printed with the name, residence and ward
77 of the substitute in the place of the name, residence and
78 ward of the deceased, and, if previously printed, shall have
79 a slip containing the name, residence and ward of the sub-
-80 stitute pasted over the name, residence and ward of the de-
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81 ceased. If a candidate for mayor in whose nomination peti-
-82 tion a committee of not less than five persons or a majority
83 thereof is authorized to fill a vacancy dies after the second
84 Friday preceding the regular election and a certificate of
85 substitution is not filed at or before five o’clock in the after-
86 noon of the first Tuesday preceding such election, such elec-
87 tion, so far, but only so far, as it is for the purpose of electing
88 a person for the office'of mayor, shall be postponed for four
89 weeks and no vote cast for any candidate for mayor at the
90 originally scheduled election shall be counted.
91 Every certificate of substitution shall state: (1) the
92 name of the substitute, (2) his residence, with street and
93 number, if any, and ward, (3) the office for which he is to
94 be a candidate, (4) the name of the original candidate, (5) the
95 fact of his death, withdrawal or ineligibility, and (6) the
96 proceedings had for making the substitution. The chairman
97 and secretary of the committee shall sign and make oath to
98 the truth of the certificate; and it shall be accompanied by
99 the written acceptance of the candidate substituted. A cer
100 tificate of substitution shall be open to objection in the same
101 manner, so far as practicable, as a nomination petition or a
102 nomination paper.

Section 30. On the first day, other than a legal bolide
Saturday or Sunday, following the expiration of the time for

3 filing withdrawals and the final disposition of any objectio
filed, the election commission shall post in a conspicuous

5 place in the city hall the names, residences and wards of the
6 persons who have duly qualified as candidates for nomina-
7 tion for the office of mayor, as they are to appear on the
8 official ballots to be used at the preliminary election except
9 as to the order of the names. If there are so posted the

10 names of not more than two such persons, the persons whose
11 names are so posted shall be deemed to have been nomi-
12 nated for said office, and the preliminary election shall be
13 dispensed with.
14 On the aforesaid first day, other than a legal holiday
15 Saturday or Sunday, following the expiration of the time
16 for filing withdrawals and the final disposition of any objec-
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17 tions filed, the election commission shall also post in a con-
-18 spicuous place in the city hall the names, residences and
19 wards of the persons who have duly qualified as candidates
20 for election to the office of city councillor, as they are to
21 appear on the official ballots to be used at the regular elec-
-22 tion, except as to the order of the names; and all such per-
-23 sons shall be deemed to be nominated for election to the
24 office of city councillor.
25 On the aforesaid first day, other than a legal holiday,
26 Saturday or Sunday, following the expiration of the time
27 for filing withdrawals and the final disposition of any objec-
-28 tions filed, the election commission shall further post in a
29 conspicuous place in the city hall the names, residences and
30 wards of the persons who have duly qualified as candidates
31 for election to the office of school committeeman, as they are
32 to appear on the official ballots to be used at the regular
33 election, except as to the order of the names; and all such
34 persons shall be deemed to be nominated for election to the
35 office of school committeeman.

1 Section 31. On the day of the posting provided for by
2 section thirty, or as soon thereafter as conveniently may
3 be, the election commission shall draw by lot the posi-
-4 tion on the preliminary election ballot of the candidates for
5 nomination for the office of mayor. Each candidate shall
6 have an opportunity to be present at such drawing in person
7 or by one representative. As soon as conveniently may be
8 after such drawing, the election commission shall cause the
9 ballots to be printed. Said ballots shall, in addition to the

10 directions provided for by section thirty-two, contain, in
11 the order drawn by the election commission, the names
12 posted pursuant to the first paragraph of section thirty,
13 and no others, with a designation of residence and ward and
14 the title and term of the office for which the person named
15 is a candidate, and the statement, if any, contained in his
16 nomination petition concerning the elective public offices
17 held by him. Said ballots shall be official and no others
18 shall be used at the preliminary election. Said ballots shall
19 be headed as follows:
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OFFICIAL PRELIMINARY MUNICIPAL
ELECTION BALLOT.

Candidates for nomination for the office of Mayor in the City of Boston at
the preliminary municipal election to be held on Tuesday, , 1919

1 Section 32. At every preliminary election, each voter
2 shall be entitled to vote for not more than one candidate for
3 nomination for the office of mayor; and at every regular
4 election, each voter shall be entitled to vote for not more
5 than one candidate for the office of mayor, not more than
6 one candidate for the office of city councillor, and not more
7 than five candidates for the office of school committeeman.
8 On the ballots and voting machine ballot labels for use at
9 each of said elections, there shall, as a direction to the voter,

10 be printed in capital letters, near the title of each office to
11 be voted for, the words “VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN
12 (here insert in words the number of candidates specified in this
13 section with respect to such office) ”.

1 Section 33. The election officers shall, immediately upon
2 the closing of the polls at preliminary elections, count the
3 ballots and ascertain the number of votes cast in the several
4 voting places for each candidate, and forthwith make return
5 thereof upon the total vote sheets or, if voting machines are
6 used, the general or precinct record sheets, as the case may
7 be, to the election commission which shall forthwith canvass
8 said returns and, subject to the provisions of the first sen-
-9 tence of section one hundred and thirty-seven of chapter

10 fifty-four of the General Laws, determine and declare the
11 result thereof, and post the same in a conspicuous place in
12 the city hall.

1 Section 34. The two persons receiving at a preliminary
2 election the highest number of votes for nomination for the
3 office of mayor shall be deemed to have been nominated for
4 said office. If a preliminary election results in a tie vote
5 among candidates for nomination receiving the lowest num-
-6 ber of votes, which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a
7 person receiving the same to be deemed to have been nomi-
-8 nated, all persons participating in said tie vote shall be
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9 deemed to have been nominated, although in consequence
10 there be printed on the official ballot to be used at the regu-
ll lar election names to a number exceeding twice the number
12 to be elected.

1 Section 35. The name of every person deemed under
2 section thirty or section thirty-four to have been nominated,
3 together with his residence and ward and the title and term
4 of the office for which he is a candidate, and the statement,
5 if any, contained in his nomination petition or nomination
6 paper concerning the elective public offices held by him,
7 shall, in addition to the directions provided for by section
8 thirty-two, be printed on the official ballots to be used at
9 the regular election; and said persons shall be the sole can-

-10 didates whose names may be printed on such ballots. As
11 soon as conveniently may be after the sixth Tuesday pre-
-12 ceeding every regular election, the election commission shall
13 draw by lot the position of said names on said ballots; and
14 said names shall be printed on such ballots in the order so
15 drawn. Each candidate shall have an opportunity to be
16 present at such drawing in person or by one representative.

1 Section 36. No ballot used at any preliminary or regu-
-2 lar election shall have printed thereon any party or political
3 designation or mark, and there shall not be appended to the
4 name of any candidate any such party or political designa-
-5 tion or mark or anything showing how he was nominated or
6 indicating his views or opinions.

1 Section 37. On every ballot to be used at a preliminary
2 or regular election, there shall be left, at the end of the list
3 of candidates for each office, blank spaces equal to the num-
-4 ber for which a voter may vote for such office, in which
5 blank spaces the voter may insert the name of any person
6 not printed on the ballot for whom he desires to vote for
7 such office.

1 Section 38. At the biennial municipal election in the cur-
-2 rent year there shall be printed on the official ballot to be
3 used in the city of Boston the following question: “Shall
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4 the city of Boston adopt the plan of government providing
5 for the election of a mayor at large, the election of a city
6 council of eleven members by districts consisting of two
7 wards each, and the election of a school committee of five
8 members at large, with each voter having the right to vote for
9 one candidate for mayor, one candidate for city

10 councillor, and five candidates for school com- j-
NO.

11 mitteeman and without preliminary elections? ” 1
1 Section 39. The provisions of this section and section
2 thirty-eight of this act shall take effect and become operative
3 upon its passage. If a majority of the total number of votes
4 cast at the biennial municipal election in the current year
5 upon the question set forth in section thirty-eight are in the
6 negative, the other provisions of this act shall not take effect
7 or become operative. If a majority of such votes are in the
8 affirmative, the other provisions of this act shall take effect
9 and become operative at ten o’clock in the forenoon on the

10 first Monday of January in the year nineteen hundred and
11 sixty provided, however, that the biennial municipal election
12 in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-nine shall be governed
13 by such of the provisions of this act as relate to the nomina-
-14 tion and election of the officials provided for by section one.
15 No provision of this act shall, either upon taking effect or
16 becoming operative, unless the express terms thereof other-
-17 wise specifically require, affect in any way the rights, immu-
-18 nities, powers, privileges, duties, liabilities and obligations
19 pertaining to or incumbent upon the city as a municipal cor-
-20 poration, or the fiscal or municipal year of the city, or the
21 date of the biennial municipal elections in the city, or the
22 organization, powers and duties of the executive and adminis-
-23 trative departments, boards and officers of the city; and all
24 ordinances, by-laws, rules, regulations, orders, votes and reso-
-25 lutions in full force and effect at ten o’clock in the forenoon
26 of the first Monday of January in the year nineteen hundred
27 and sixty shall, so far as consistent with this act, remain in
28 full force and effect until amended, repealed or superseded in
29 accordance with law.






