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FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth.

HOUSE No. 3352

Executive Department.

State House, Boston, August 21, 1957.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

<1 The extensive forest fires which occurred in the spring of this
year pointed up the need for more effective coordination of State
agencies and the more effective utilization of personnel during
such emergencies. The forest fire hazard is still with us, follow-
ing a long summer of drought, and the situation may well get
worse when the dry leaves are on the ground.

In order to more effectively meet the problem of forest fires in
the Commonwealth, I propose the creation of a special Commis-
sion to consider such matters as local and state jurisdictions when
fires cross town lines, the coordination of State agencies during
forest fire emergencies, the training and utilization of forest fire
personnel, and the communications system used for fire emer-
gencies. In addition, the Commission should study the existing
penalties for individuals who start wood fires, the present laws
concerning the control of open-air fires, the regulation of dumps
and incinerators within the Commonwealth and related mat-
ters. The special Commission would be composed of one mem-
ber from the Senate, two members from the House, and three
appointees of the Governor. In addition, the Director of Civil
Defense, the Chairman of the Commission on Administration and
Finance, and the Commissioner of Natural Resources, or their
designees would also be members of the special Commission.
I recommend that the special Commission on Forest Fires report
their findings by December 1, 1957, and that $lO,OOO should be

Respectfully submitted,

appropriated for their study.



HOUSE No. 3352. [Aug. 1957.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a
SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE FIGHTING Of FOREST
FIRES.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission to consist of
2 one member of the senate, to be designated by the president
3 thereof, two members of the house of representatives, to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, a director of civil defense,
5 the chairman of the commission on administration and
6 finance, the commissioner of natural resources or their desig-
-7 nees, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, is
8 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
9 and study relative to the fighting of forest fires, including the

10 problem of local and state jurisdiction when fires cross town
11 and state lines, the co-ordination of state agencies during
12 forest fire emergency and training, and utilizing of forest
13 fire personnel and communication systems used in fire emer-
-14 gency, the existing penalty for individuals who start wood
15 fires, the present laws concerning the control of open-air
16 fires, the regulation of dumps and incinerators within the
17 commonwealth and related matters. Said special com-
-18 mission shall report to the general court the results of its
19 investigation and study hereunder and its recommendations
20 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recom-
-21 mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of
22 the house of representatives not later than December first,
23 nineteen hundred and fifty-seven. For the purposes of this
24 resolve, said commission may expend such sums as may be^25 appropriated therefor.
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