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Substituted by the House (in part), on motion of Mr. Kaplan of Brookline,
for the residue of the report of the committee on Public Welfare, reference to
the next annual session (under Joint Rule 10), on the message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor recommending an investigation of the laws concerning
confinement and treatment of sex offenders (House, No. 3332), and referred,
under Rule 44, to the House committee on Ways and Means. September 10.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act further providing for the segregation and treat-
ment OF SEX OFFENDERS, SO CALLED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the care,
3 commitment, treatment and rehabilitation of certain sex of-
-4 fenders, and the establishment of treatment centers therefor,
5 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-6 sary for the immediate preservation of the public safety.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 123 A of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 686 of the acts of 1954,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “act”, in
4 line 3, the words: —, indecent assault and battery, —so as
5 to read as follows: Section 3. Upon the conviction of a
6 person for the crime of rape, carnal abuse of a child, sodomy,
7 incest, lewd and lascivious conduct, unnatural act, indecent
8 assault and battery or indecent exposure, or an attempt to
9 commit any such crime, the court may, prior to imposing

10 sentence, commit him to the center established under section
11 two for a period not exceeding sixty days, for the purpose of
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12 examination, diagnosis and special treatment, under the super-
-13 vision of not less than two psychiatrists, who shall, within
14 said period, file with the court from which such offender was
15 committed a written report of the results of such examina-
-16 tion, diagnosis and treatment.

1 Section 2. Section 4of said chapter 123A, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sentence; If such
4 report clearly indicates that such person is a sex offender as
5 defined in section one, or that a pattern of repetitive compul-
-6 sive or violent behavior exists, the court shall impose such
7 sentence as is required by law for the original offence, and
8 shall forward said report to the commissioner of correction,
9 who shall thereupon transfer the prisoner from the institution

10 to which he has been sentenced to the center, for the purpose
11 of treatment and rehabilitation, where he shall be held until
12 he shall be certified by said center as being rehabilitated and
13 no longer a sex offender as defined in section one, at which time
14 he shall be transferred from said center to the custody of the
15 commissioner of correction for the purpose of serving the re-
-16 mainder of his sentence.

1 Section 3. Section sof said chapter 123A, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “shall”,
3 in line 6, the words: , or the district attorney for the dis-
-4 trict in which said prisoner was sentenced, on his own motion,
5 may, —so that the first sentence will read as follows: —lf
6 a prisoner under sentence in any jail, house of correction or
7 prison, or in the custody of the youth service board appears
8 to be a sex offender and in need of the care and treatment
9 provided for in the center established under section two, the

10 master, superintendent or warden or the director of the youth
11 service board shall, or the district attorney for the district in
12 which said prisoner was sentenced, on his own motion, may,
13 report the condition to a justice of the superior court, who
14 may commit said prisoner to the center, in accordance with
15 the provisions of section three, and the provisions of section
16 four shall apply in such case, in so far as applicable.
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1 Section 4. Section seven of said chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-three A, as so appearing, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. Section Bof said chapter 123A, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 1 and 2, the
3 words “committed to the center after conviction and sen-
-4 fence” and inserting in place thereof the words: trans-
-5 ferred or committed to the center under section four or five,
6 —so that the first sentence will read as follows: Any per-
-7 son transferred or committed to the center under section four
8 or five shall be entitled to have a hearing for examination and
9 discharge of such commitment once in every twelve months,

10 upon the filing of a written petition by the committed person,
11 his heirs, next of kin or any friend.
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