
Boston – November 16, 2015- Today, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Acting Commissioner
Daniel Sieger announced that DCR’s Universal Access Program will offer accessible skating programs at state owned
rinks for individuals with disabilities, their families, and friends throughout the winter months. Adaptive equipment,
teamwork, and staff instruction will be provided to help people of all abilities with access to skating.

“It is important that the state’s parks, beaches, forests, and facilities remain accessible to people of all abilities,” said
Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Remaining active, particularly in the
challenging winter months, is important for the wellbeing and development for everybody, and the adaptive skating
program offered by DCR will provide a fun, unique experience for all.”

“DCR’s Universal Access Program works tirelessly to ensure that visitors of all abilities can enjoy and take part in
activities in state parks and forests throughout the Commonwealth,” said DCR Acting Commissioner Daniel
Sieger. “The Department is excited to continue its partnerships with community leaders to offer new and exciting
universally accessible opportunities across the state this winter.”

DCR’s Universal Access Program works cooperatively with partners such as All Out Adventures, Waypoint
Adventure,Stavros Outdoor Access, and Holyoke Rows to expand accessible outdoor recreational opportunities for all.

“All Out Adventures is thrilled to partner with DCR and the Universal Access Program again this winter to offer adaptive
skating programs,” said Executive Director Karen Foster. “People who come to our programs are amazed that
the funding and support to make them happen begins at the state level, and we deeply value the partnership between
our organization and DCR.”

A partial list of DCR’s Universal Access Program’s winter activities, include:

 

WHAT:          ADAPTIVE SKATING PROGRAM IN REVERE.                         

Program is free, but pre-registration is required. Call 413-545-5758 or email marcy.marchello@state.ma.us to sign
up.

WHEN:          Tuesday, November 17, 2015 from 11:30AM-1:30PM

                        Tuesday, December 15, 2016 from 11:30AM-1:30PM

                        Tuesday, January 12, 2016 from 11:30AM-1:30PM

                        Tuesday, February 16, 2016 from 11:30AM-1:30PM

                        Tuesday, March 15, 2016 from 11:30AM-1:30PM

WHERE:       Cronin Skating Rink, 850 Revere Parkway, Revere, MA. (781)-284-9491

                        ______________________________________________________

 

WHAT:          ADAPTIVE SKATING PROGRAM IN BROCKTON.                         
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For more info and to attend this free program, call 413-584-2052 or email info@alloutadventures.org.

WHEN:          Sunday, January 10, 2016 from 1:30PM-3:20PM

                        Sunday, January 24, 2016 from 1:30PM-3:20PM

                        Sunday, February 7, 2016 from 1:30PM-3:20PM

                        Sunday, February 21, 2016 from 1:30PM-3:20PM

WHERE:       Asiaf Skating Arena, 470 Forest Avenue, Brockton, MA. (508)-583-6804.

________________________________________________

 

WHAT:          ADAPTIVE SKATING PROGRAM IN FALL RIVER.                         

For more info and to attend this free program, call 413-584-2052 or email info@alloutadventures.org.

WHEN:          Wednesday, February 3, 2016 from 11:00AM-1:00PM

                        Wednesday, March 2, 2016 from 11:00AM-1:00PM

                        Sunday, March 13, 2016 from 2:00PM-4:00PM

WHERE:       Driscoll Skating Rink, 272 Elsbree Street, Fall River, MA. (508)-679-3274

                        ________________________________________________

 

WHAT:          ADAPTIVE SKATING PROGRAM IN HOLYOKE.                         

Program is free, but pre-registration is required. Call 413-545-5758 or email marcy.marchello@state.ma.us to sign
up.

WHEN:          Sunday, December 13, 2016 from 1:00PM-2:50PM

                        Sunday, January 17, 2016 from 1:00PM-2:50PM

                        Sunday, February 14, 2016 from 1:00PM-2:50PM

                        Sunday, March 20, 2016 from 1:00PM-2:50PM

WHERE:       Fitzpatrick Skating Rink, 575 Maple Street, Holyoke, MA 01040. (413)-532-2929

________________________________________________

DCR’s Universal Access Program provides accessible kayaking, sailing, rowing, canoeing, cycling, hiking and horseback
riding programs in Massachusetts state parks throughout summer and fall as well as accessible cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, kicksledding, snowmobiling and ice skating in winter.  UAP strives to increase participation amongst
persons with disabilities in outdoor recreational activities in integrated settings.

To learn more about DCR’s Universal Access Program, please visit the program’s webpage or call (413) 545-5353.

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
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and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Acting Commissioner Daniel P. Sieger, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our

common wealth of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our
programs, please visit www.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram……………………………… instagram.com/MassDCR/

View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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