
SENATE No, 44

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Association of
oards of Health that the public health be better protected by estab-I

lishing a limit of bacteria permissible in milk intended for sale.
Agriculture and Public Health, sitting jointly.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
To protect the Public Health by establishing a Limit of

Bacteria permissible in Milk intended for sale.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. No person, by himself, or by his serv-
-2 ant or agent, or as the servant or agent of any other
3 person, firm or corporation, shall sell, exchange or
4 deliver, or have in his custody or possession with
5 intent to sell, exchange or deliver, any milk which
6 contains more than five hundred thousand bacteria
7 per cubic centimeter.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of this act the num
2 ber of bacteria in milk shall be deemed proportion
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3 ate to the number of colonies developing when one
4 cubic centimeter of the milk diluted ten thousand
5 times with sterile water is plated in a Petri dish of
6 nine to ten centimeters inside diameter with one per
7 cent nutrient agar of one and one half per cent
8 acidity and incubated for forty-eight hours at
9 ninety-eight and six tenths degrees Fahrenheit.

10 Samples of milk shall be kept at a temperature not
11 exceeding thirty-eight degrees and for a period not
12 exceeding ten hours before plating.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act samples
2 of milk may be taken by such officials as are author-
-3 ized by existing law.

1 Section 4. Anyone violating section one shall be
2 notified of the offence and if three consecutive sam-
-3 pies, taken at intervals of not less than three days,
4 be found to contain bacteria in excess of five hun-
-5 dred thousand per cubic centimeter he shall be sub-
-6 ject to a penalty of not more than fifty dollars.

1 Section 5. It shall be the duty of officials enforc-
-2 ing this act to inform any person violating the same
3 of means that may properly be taken to prevent ex-
-4 cessive numbers of bacteria in milk.






