
SENATE . . . . No, 62
To accompany the petition (taken from the files of last year) of

Charles S. Ashley and others, mayor, for legislation relative to the
development of the port of New Bedford. Harbors and Public
Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
To establish the Board of Harbor Development Com-

mission of the City of New Bedford.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint three persons,
3 and the mayor of the city of New Bedford shall ap-
-4 point two persons, to serve for the term of five years
5 from the time of their appointment, and the five per-
6 sons so appointed shall constitute a board of harbor
7 development commission of the city of New Bed
8 ford. The governor shall designate the chairmanrman

9 who shall receive an annual salary of ten thous
10 dollars, and shall devote his whole time to the w

11 of said board, and each of the other members s
12 be paid an annual salary of one thousand dollar
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1 Section 2. The board shall be the administrative
2 officers of the harbor, shall cause surveys to be made
3 and shall also cause to be made all necessary plans
4 for the development of the harbor, shall have imme-
-5 diate charge of the lands now or hereafter owned by
6 the commonwealth upon or adjacent to the harbor
7 front. The board shall appoint such engineers,
8 clerks, agents, assistants and other employees as
9 they may deem necessary to carry out the purposes

10 of this act, and shall determine the duties and com-
11 pensation of such employee

1 Section 3. The board shall have an office in the
2 city of New Bedford in which they shall keep maps,
3 charts, plans and documents relating to the lands
4 and waters in their charge.

1 Section 4. The board may take or acquire by
2 purchase or otherwise any harbor railways, rail-
3 roads, such real or other property as the members
4 of the board may from time to time consider neces-
-5 sary for the purposes of this act.

1 Section 5. In order to take any property by right
2 of eminent domain, the members of the board shall
3 within ninety days after voting to take any lands or
4 easements therein file and cause to be recorded in

the registry of deeds for the county of Bristol a de
6 seription thereof sufficiently accurate for identifica
7 tion, with a statement of the purposes for which th<
8 same was taken, signed by a majority of said board.
9 The recording shall operate as a taking of the real

10 estate and of the rights and easements therein de-
ll scribed. No taking shall be valid unless it is re-
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12 corded in accordance wth the provisions of this
13 section.

1 Section 6. The commonwealth, through its treas-
-2 urer and receiver general, shall pay all damages to
3 property sustained by any person, firm or corpora-
-4 tion by the taking of any land or any right or ease-
-5 ment therein. Any person, firm or corporation sus-
-6 taining damage as aforesaid, and failing to agree
7 with the board as to the amount thereof, may have
8 the same assessed and determined in the manner
9 provided by law in the case of land taken for the

10 laying out of highways, on application at any time
11 within three years after the taking of such land or
12 right or easement therein; but no such application
13 shall be made after the expiration of the said three
14 years.

1 Section 7. Said board shall have the power to
2 construct and lease or operate any docks, piers,
3 warehouses or other structures upon the land or
4 lands that they acquire for the purposes that they
5 deem necessary or desirable for the promotion of
6 industry in and the development of the business of
7 the property in their control.

1 Section 8. To meet the expenses that may be in-
-2 curred under the provisions of this act, the treas-
-3 urer and receiver general is hereby authorized, with
4 the approval of the governor and council, to issue
5 bonds, scrip, or certificates of indebtedness to an
6 amount not exceeding five million dollars, for a term
7 not exceeding thirty years, to be in such form, to
8 bear such rate of interest, and to be issued in such
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9 amounts, from time to time, as the treasurer and
10 receiver general, with the approval of the governor
11 and council, shall determine.

1 Section 9. The provisions of this act shall take
2 effect upon its passage, and said board shall report
3 to the general court on the first day of January of
4 each year, said report to contain a statement of the
5 doings of the board.


