
Chapter 293. AN ACT AUTHORIZING LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH COUN
SELORS TO RECEIVE CERTAIN INSURANCE PAYMENTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Paragraph (c) of section 47B of chapter 175 of the General Laws, as 
amended by section 1 of chapter 8 of the acts of 1996, is hereby further amended by striking 
out clause (4) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:- (4) consultations or 
diagnostic or treatment sessions; provided, however, that such services under this clause are 
rendered by a psychotherapist or by a psychologist or licensed independent clinical social 
worker licensed under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve, or by a mental 
health counselor licensed under the provisions of said chapter one hundred and twelve, or 
by a clinical specialist in psychiatric and mental health nursing certified under the provisions 
of said chapter one hundred and twelve; and provided, further, that such services are within 
the lawful scope of practice for such certified clinical specialist. 

SECTION 2. Paragraph (c) of section 8 A of chapter 176A of General Laws, as 
amended by section 5 of said chapter 8, is hereby further amended by striking out clause (4) 
and inserting in place thereof the following clause:- (4) consultations or diagnostic treatment 
sessions; provided, however, that such services under this clause are rendered by a 
psychotherapist or a psychologist or licensed independent clinical social worker licensed 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve, or by a mental health counselor 
licensed under the provisions of said chapter one hundred and twelve, or by a clinical 
specialist in psychiatric and mental health nursing certified under the provisions of said 
chapter one hundred and twelve; and provided, further, that such services are within the 
lawful scope of practice for such certified clinical specialist. For the purpose of this clause 
"psychotherapist" shall mean a person fully licensed to practice medicine under the 
provisions of said chapter one hundred and twelve, who devotes a substantial portion of his 
time to the practice of psychiatry. 

SECTION 3. Paragraph (c) of section 4A of chapter 176B of the General Laws, as 
amended by section 7 of said chapter 8, is hereby further amended by striking out clause (4) 
and inserting in place thereof the following clause:- (4) consultations or diagnostic or 
treatment sessions; provided, however, that such services under this clause are rendered by 
a psychotherapist, psychologist, a licensed independent clinical social worker, a mental 
health counselor, or a clinical specialist in psychiatric and mental health nursing when such 
services are within the lawful scope of practice of such certified clinical specialist; provided, 
further, that each provider rendering services under this clause agrees in writing with a 
medical services corporation pursuant to sections four, seven and thirteen to render mental 
health services for subscribers and covered dependents and to abide by the by-laws, rules 
and regulations of such corporation; and provided, further, that each provider is licensed 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve. For purposes of this clause 
"psychotherapist" shall mean a person fully licensed to practice medicine under the 
provisions of said chapter one hundred and twelve, who devotes a substantial portion of his 
time to the practice of psychiatry. 

SECTION 4. The first paragraph of section 4 of chapter 176G of the General Laws, 
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as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence:- Coverage for services as set forth in clause (4) of paragraph (c) of section 
forty-seven B of chapter one hundred and seventy-five rendered by a mental health counselor 
licensed under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve shall be subject to the terms 
of a negotiated agreement between a health maintenance organization and a mental health 
counselor. 

Approved August 9, 1996. 

Chapter 294. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR CAPITAL OUTLAYS FOR THE 
ACQUISITION, UPGRADING, DEVELOPMENT, AND IMPLEMEN
TATION OF COMPREHENSIVE INTEGRATED INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which 
is to provide for capital outlays to enhance the efficiency of state government, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. To provide a program for the design, acquisition, and upgrading of 
major computer systems, and for certain other activities and projects, the sums set forth in 
section two of this act are hereby made available from the General Capital Projects Fund, 
subject to the provisions of law regulating the disbursement of public funds. 

SECTION 2. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE. 

Division of Information Technology. 
1790-8977 For a reserve to fund the acquisition, upgrading, development, and 

implementation of comprehensive major information technology 
systems for certain departments of the government of the 
commonwealth, including the purchase and installation of certain 
computer and data processing equipment, and for costs associated 
with planning, certain software development projects and related 
implementation costs, including the salaries and other personnel 
costs of staff assigned to said projects; provided, however, that an 
amount not to exceed two million two hundred thousand dollars 
may be expended for the district attorney database development 
project, so-called, of the district attorneys association; provided, 
further, that an amount not to exceed four million five hundred 
thousand dollars may be expended on the integrated legal and 
criminal justice information system of the executive office of 
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