
SENATE . . . . No. 108

To accompany the petition of Henry T. Lummus for legislation
relative to illegitimate children and their maintenance. Legal Af-
fairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Illegitimate Children and their Mainte-

nance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever, not being the husband of a
2 woman, begets her with child, shall be guilty of a
3 misdemeanor. Proceedings under this act may be
4 begun in the municipal, district or police court hav-
-5 ing jurisdiction in the place where the defendant
6 lives, or where such woman lives or has a settle-
-7 ment, and if there be no such court, then in any
8 municipal, district or police court in the county
9 where the defendant lives or where such woman

10 lives or has a settlement. If there be no such court,
11 the proceedings may be begun before a trial justice.
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1 Section 2. If the defendant pleads guilty or is
2 found guilty, the court or justice shall adjudge him
3 the father of such child, and from such adjudication
4 made after a plea of not guilty the defendant may
5 appeal as in other criminal cases, but there shall be
6 no right of appeal from the sentence. Such adjudi-
-7 cation by the court or justice, or by the superior
8 court on appeal, shall, when final, be conclusive on
9 all persons in all subsequent proceedings.

1 Section 3. If the child has not been born at the
2 time of such adjudication, the court or justice shall
3 continue the case from time to time until the child
4 is born. No provision of law limiting adjournments
5 or continuances to ten days shall apply to proceed-
-6 ings under this act. If the court or justice shall be-
7 come satisfied that no living child will be born of
8 which the defendant at the time of making the coin-
-9 plaint was the father, or that the father and mother

10 have married each other and that the child will be
11 or become the legitimate child of the defendant, the
12 complaint may be dismissed and such adjudication
13 thereby vacated. The court or justice making the
14 adjudication may within one year thereafter grant
15 a new trial for any cause.

1 Section 4. If the child has not been born at the
2 time of such adjudication, the court or justice liav-
-3 ing jurisdiction of the case may, after inquiry into
4 the respective means of the father and the mother,
5 make an order for the payment to the mother or to
fi a probation officer of a sum of money to be deter-
-7 mined by 7 the court or justice for the expenses of
8 the confinement of the mother, and for failure to
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9 comply with such order may commit the defendant
10 to jail until such order is complied with, but such
11 commitment shall not exceed three months.

1 Section 5. After such adjudication, and after
2 the child has been born, the defendant shall be liable
3 to contribute reasonably to the support of the child
1 during minority, and shall be liable to all the pen-
-5 alties and all the orders for the support of the child,
6 provided in the case of a parent who is found' guilty
7 of unreasonably neglecting to provide for the sup-
-8 port and maintenance of a minor child by chapter
9 four hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year

10 nineteen hundred and eleven, and acts in amend-
-11 ment thereof and in addition thereto.

1 Section 6. If the person adjudged the father of
2 the child neglects or refuses to contribute reason-
-3 ably to the support of such child, he shall be guilty
I of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof,
5 shall be liable to all the penalties, and all the orders
6 for the support of the child, provided in the case of
7 a parent who is found guilty of unreasonably neg-
-8 lecting to provide for the support and maintenance
9 of a minor child by chapter four hundred and fifty-

-10 six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
11 eleven, and acts in amendment thereof and in addi-
-12 tion thereto.

1 Section 7. After such adjudication, the court or
2 justice having jurisdiction of the case may make
3 such order as it considers expedient relative to the
4 care and custody of the child, and afterwards from
5 time to time mav revise and alter such order, as
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justice and the welfare of the child require, and
such order shall be binding on all persons.

Section 8. Chapter eighty-two of the Revised
Laws and all acts in amendment thereof or in addi-
tion thereto are hereby repealed; but such repeal
shall not affect any cases in which the child shall
have been begotten before this act takes effect.

Section 9. This act shall take effect on the first
day of July in the year nineteen hundred and thir-
teen.


