
SENATE No, 218

To accompany the petition of the Taunton Business Men’s Asso-
ciation by Richard Westcoat, president, for legislation to provide
for the improvement of the navigation of the Taunton river. Har-
bors and Public Lands.

AN ACT
Relative to the Improvement of Taunton River for the

Purposes of Navigation.

1 Section 1. The board of harbor and land com-
-2 missioners are hereby authorized and directed to
3 investigate the improvement of Taunton river be-
-4 ginning at Weir Village, so called, in the city of
5 Taunton, to the city of Fall River, for the securing
6 of a twenty-five feet depth of channel, or a channel
7 approximating that depth, for the purposes of navi-
-8 gation. Said board shall consider and report upon
9 the cost of land and land damages necessary for the

10 securing of said channel and for the incidental
11 straightening of the water way, and shall collate
12 and submit data estimating the amount of tonnage
13 or transportation upon the construction of said
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14 channel, and shall examine and consider the possi-
-15 bilities of development of navigation in and along
16 Taunton river. Said board shall submit what in-
-17 vestigations, reports, appropriations and expendi-
-18 tnres have been made by the United States and by
19 the commonwealth of Massachusetts, relative to the
20 navigation and improvement of said river, and what
21 action should be taken by the commonwealth of
22 Massachusetts and the various municipalities bor-
-23 dering on said river, either in co-operation with the
24 United States or without such co-operation, to carry
25 into effect such projects as said board may recom-
-26 mend for increasing the present facilities for navi-
-27 gation. Said board shall consider the existence and
28 establishment of both public and private terminal
29 and transfer facilities, with an opinion as to their
30 adequacy and efficiency, and as to the necessity and
31 appropriate location of the same.

1 Section 2. Said board shall hold one or more
2 public hearings in the city of Taunton, and else-
-3 where at the discretion of the board, of which the
4 public shall have due notice in the public press, and
5 shall make report to the legislature not later than
6 the second Wednesday of January, nineteen hun-
-7 dred and fourteen.

1 Section 3. Said board may in its discretion em-
-2 ploy such competent engineers and assistants, cler-
-3 ical or otherwise, as it may deem necessary, and
4 may expend a sum not exceeding ten thousand dol-
-5 lars in the carrying out of the purposes of this act.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.






