
SENATE No. 309
To accompany the petition of Samuel Ross and another that pro-

vision be made for the reclamation of wet lands. Social Welfare.

AN ACT
To provide for protecting the Public Health and pro-

moting the General Welfare by the Reclamation of
Wet Lands.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The sum of fifty thousand dollars is
2 hereby appropriated, to be paid out of the treasury
3 of the commonwealth from the ordinary revenue of
4 the current year, to constitute a fund called the
5 Wet Lands Eeclamation Fund, the same to be ex-
-6 pended under the direction of the boards of health
7 and agriculture, in the manner and for the purpose
8 hereinafter specified.

1 Section 2. The said board of health, with the ap-
-2 proval of the governor and council, may purchase
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.



Jan.RECLAMATION OF WET LANDS.

>r take by eminent domain for the purposes of this
4 act any tract or tracts of
5 adjacent owners, except g
6 such dry land, if any,
7 access thereto.

wet lands of two or more
alt marshes, together with
is may be necessary for

8 Any person aggrieved
9 may have his damage as

by a taking as aforesaid
sessed in the manner pro-
to the taking of land for10 vided by law in respect

11 public parks.
12 Titles to lands so taken shall pass to the common-
-13 wealth, and they shall be exempt from taxation until
14 sold as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 3. The said board, acting through such
2 agent or agents as it shall appoint, shall proceed to

B drain and reclaim such lands, and for that purpose
4 may purchase such machinery and equipments, and

the governor and council
so far as practicable the

such regulations and con-

5 execute such contracts a
6 may approve, employing

labor of prisoners under
8 ditions as may be prescribed by the prison com-
9 missioners

1 Section 4. When said lands, or any convenient
2 part thereof, shall have been drained and reclaimed,
3 the board of agriculture shall cause the same to be
4 cultivated for not less than two successive seasons,
5 in such manner as, in the opinion of the board, shall
6 best demonstrate the value thereof for agricultural
7 uses. The products of cultivation shall not be sold
8 in the open market, but used for the supply of pub-
-9 lie institutions on such terms as the board of chari-

10 ties shall approve.
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1 Section 5. The said board of agriculture shall
2 thereafter, at such time or times as it shall deem
3 expedient, offer such lands for sale, in whole or in
4 part, at a price not less than the cost of the land
5 plus the cost of reclaiming the same.

6 Any sums received in excess of such total cost,
7 shall be turned in to the treasury of the common-

-8 wealth until the original appropriation shall have
9 been refunded. The remaining proceeds of such

10 sales shall be returned to the reclamation fund, to
11 be used for the reclamation of successive tracts in
12 the manner hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.




