
SENATE No. 443

c

Senate, March 14, 1913.

The committee on Hoads and Bridges, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, JSTo. 1556)
of William H. Hackett for legislation to regulate the use of
air ships, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

CHARLES CABOT JOHNSON.

Cfrc Commontoealtl) of
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AN ACT
To regulate the Use of Air Ships.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It shall he unlawful for any aviator or
2 other person to operate an air machine of any kind un-

less licensed so to do by the Massachusetts highway com-

4 mission, except with a licensed pilot and then not for a
5 distance exceeding five hundred miles. All licenses so
6 granted shall expire on the last day of the year in which
Y they are issued, and may be revoked at any time by the
8 said commission. The license fee shall be five dollars:
9 but no fee shall be charged for the issue of a new li-

-10 cense to a person whose license is about to expire. Ho
11 license shall be granted until the applicant has passed
12 a satisfactory examination by the commission consisting
13 of written replies to questions put to him by the com-
-14 mission, and of a flight to be made under the direction
15 of an expert employed for the purpose by the commis-
-16 sion. The questions put to the applicant shall include
17 a test of his familiarity with such laws of the common-
-18 wealth as may be applicable to the operation of air-
-19 machines. Ho person shall receive a license as afore-
-20 said until it is proved to the satisfaction of the commis-
-21 sion that he has flown not less than one hundred miles

in some standard type of machine.

Clj t CommonUiealti) of e@assacf)usetts*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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1 Section 2. No air machine shall he used except for
2 the purpose of experimentation and then only upon or
3 over the experimenter’s own premises, until it has been
4 inspected by experts employed for the purpose by the
5 said commission, and has been approved by him or by
6 the commission, and has been registered and a number
7 assigned to it by the commission. The fee for register-
-8 ing a machine shall be ten dollars. The registration
9 number shall be painted upon the underwing surface of

10 every air machine in letters of sufficient size to be read-
-11 able at an altitude of five hundred feet. No machine
12 shall be used for carrying passengers for hire until a
13 special registration for that purpose has been granted
14 by the Massachusetts highway commission.

1 Section 3. No air machine shall be piloted over any
2 ships or other water craft at an altitude of less than one
3 hundred feet higher than the top of the highest mast
4 or other projection upon such water craft, and an altitude
5 of at least two hundred feet shall be attained before the
6 air machine passes over any water craft.

1 Section 4. No air machine shall be flown over a

2 body of water in which water craft are separated one
3 from the other by a space of less than one hundred yards,
4 unless the altitude of the air machine is at least one
5 thousand feet.

1 Section 5. No air machine shall fly over a city in
2 the commonwealth at an altitude of less than three thou-

sand feet, and no air machine shall fly over any town
4 or village containing less than one thousand inhabitants
5 except at an altitude of at least five hundred feet, and
6 no air machine shall fly over any town or village in the
7 commonwealth containing more than five thousand ii
8 habitants excepting at an altitude of one thousand feet.
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Section 6. Ho air machine shall fly over any assem-

bly of people exceeding one hundred in number at an

altitude of less than five hundred feet.

Section 7. Ho air machine shall fly over isolated
farmhouses or other dwellings at an altitude of less than
two hundred feet.

Section 8. Ho air machine shall fly over horses, cows,
r other farm animals excepting at an altitude of two

hundred feet.

Section 9. Ho air machine shall pass over persons
riding or driving horses or oxen at an altitude of less
than three hundred feet.

Section 10. Ho missile or other article shall be
thrown or dropped from an air machine while it is in
flight, except with the special permission of the commis-
sion.

Section 11. Air machines shall not land in high-
ways or public parks or other public grounds without
written permission from the authorities in charge thereof.

Section 12. It shall he the duty of every city in the
commonwealth to provide itself with the necessary ap-
paratus for determining the altitude and the registration
number of any air machine passing over the city.

Section 13. Violation of any provision of this act
shall he punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five
nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment
for not less than one month, or by both such fine and

imprisonment.


