
SENATE No. 528

Executive Department Boston, May 8, 1913.

To the Honorable Se i House of Represmtati

Herewith I return without my approval an act providing for
in increase of wages for laborers directly employed by the
Metropolitan Park Commission and the Metropolitan Water
and Sewerage Board within their several districts, to $2.50 a
da\

At this time the public is much concerned with the question
of a minimum wage. The Legislature of 1912 created a Mini-
mum Wage Commission for the express purpose of providin
for the determination of minimum wages for women and minors.
At mv earnest recommendation also, a Board of Labor and
Industrv was created by the last Legislature, having broad
powers over the conditions of industry and labor.

With these marked advances in the public policy of Ma
chusetts, we must make further progress'in strict accordance
with the experience which will accumulate from the operation
of these and other new and progressive labor laws

The present bill sweeps aside all the just considerations of
the industrial field in general and establishes arbitrarily a high
standard of pay for unskilled laborers without any reference
whatever to the workman’s individual fitness, character, length
of service or other qualifications

It also takes the entire matter out of the hands of the Met
ropolitan Park Commission and the Metropolitan Water am
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Sewerage Board, and leaves them no discretionary power what
ever. We maintain these boards at a great expense, to ad
minister the work of their departments; and they should have



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [May, 1913.9

authority to pay such wages as the conditions call for. Not
only is this proposed legislation really injurious to the just
cause of labor in itself, but it will prejudice the entire subject
of wage legislation in the future.

It places an artificial price-level on the value of a laborer’s
time and leaves absolutely out of account the relation between
such labor and the labor of other classes of working people who
must equally be maintained, directly or indirectly, by the
public.

Legislation such as the present bill does not originate through
humanitarian motives but solely through political considera-
tions, and it can carry no positive justification on moral or
humanitarian grounds.

If the Legislature persists in yielding to the sort of pressure
represented by this bill, then the public, in self defence, will
be forced to withdraw from the present wide-spread movement
toward the establishment of better wages in general wherever
such wages can be properly justified, and no real progress will
be made.

In my judgment, the present bill is hostile not only to the best
interests of labor, but to that sound public policy which it is
the function of the Legislature and the Executive to establish
and support.

EUGENE N. FOSS.


