
SENATE No. 185

To accompany the petition of S. C. Barnes and another that
absentee voters be permitted to vote. Election Laws.

AN ACT
To authorize Voting by Absentee Voters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any qualified voter who is duly reg-
-2 istered. and who is absent from the city or town
3 wherein he is a voter on the day of holding any
4 primary or general election, may vote at any such
5 election as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. At any time within thirty days next
2 preceding such election any voter expecting to be
3 absent on the day of such election from a city or
4 town in which he is a registered voter, may make
5 an application to the city or town clerk for an offi-
-6 cial absent voter’s ballot to be voted at such elec-
-7 tion.

Cfje Commontocaltl) of QBassacfnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.
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1 Section 3. For all elections, either primary or
2 genera], there shall be prepared and printed offi-
-3 cial ballots to be known as absent voter ballots,
4 which ballots shall be prepared and printed in the
5 same form and shall be the same size and texture
6 as the regular official ballots, excepting that they
7 shall be printed upon tinted paper of a tint differ-
-8 ent therefrom, and that the words “ Absent Voter
9 Ballot ” shall be printed at the top of the ballot.

2 made on a blank to be furnished by the city or
3 town clerk wherein the applicant is a registered
4 voter and shall be in substantially the following
5 form; 1 duly qualified
6 voter of the ward of the city of
7 (or of the town of ) in the county of
8 and commonwealth of Massachn-
9 setts, entitled to vote in said ward (or town) at the

10 next election, hereby make application for an offi-
-11 cial absent voter ballot to be voted by me at such
12 election

15 Post office address,
16 If the application is made for a primary election
17 ballot, such application shall also give the name
18 of the political party with which the applicant is
19 affiliated.

1 Section 5. Said application blank shall, upon
2 request therefor, be sent by mail by the city or

town clerk to any absent voter, or shall be delivered

1 Section 4. Application for such ballot shall be

13 Date. . .

11 (Signed)
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4 to him upon application made personally at the
5 office of said clerk.

1 Section 6. Upon receipt of such application
2 properly filled out and duly signed, or as soon
3 thereafter as the official absent voter ballot for the
4 locality in which the applicant resides, has been
5 printed, the said clerk shall forward to the appli-
-6 cant by mail, postage prepaid, one official absent
7 voter ballot and shall enclose with such ballot an
8 envelope to be furnished by said clerk, which en-
-9 velope shall bear upon the front thereof the name,

10 official title and post office address of said clerk and
11 upon the other side a printed affidavit in substan-
-12 tially the following form:
13 Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
14 Connty of ss.
15 I, ,do solemly swear that
16 I am a resident of the city (or town) of ,

17 residing at No ; street in
18 said city (or town) and entitled to vote therein at
19 the next election; that I expect to be absent from
20 said city (or town) on the day of holding said
21 election, and that I will have no opportunity to vote
22 in person on that day.
IQ

14 Subscribed and sworn to before me this
25 day of ,19 , and I hereby certify
26 that the affiant exhibited the enclosed ballot to me
27 unmarked, and that he then, in my presence and in
28 the presence of no other person, and in such man-
-29 ner that I could not see the vote, marked the ballot
30 and enclosed and sealed the same in this envelope.
31 I further certify that the applicant was not so-
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32 licited or advised by me to vote for or against any
33 candidate or measure.
34
35 Justice of the peace,
36 (or notary public).
37 If the ballot enclosed is to be voted for at a
38 primary election the affidavit shall state the name
39 of the political party with which the absent voter
40 is affiliated.
41 If such absent voter is unable to sign his name,
42 he shall make his mark (X), and the officer taking
43 the affidavit shall sign such voter’s name and in
44 his certificate attached to the affidavit shall state
45 the reason of the affidavit being signed in such
46 manner.

1 Section 7. Such absent voter shall make and
2 subscribe the said affidavit before a person duly
3 authorized to administer oaths and the absent voter
4 shall thereupon in the presence of such officer and
5 no other person, mark the ballot in such manner
6 that the officer can see the vote and the ballot shall
7 thereupon, in the presence of the officer, be folded
8 by the voter so as to conceal the vote, and, in the
9 presence of the officer shall be deposited by the

10 voter in the envelope and the envelope securely
11 sealed. The envelope shall then be mailed by the
12 voter, postage prepaid.

1 Section 8. Upon receipt of such envelope the
2 city or town clerk shall forthwith enclose the same,
3 unopened, together with the written application of
4 the absent voter in a larger envelope which shall
5 be securely sealed and endorsed with the name of
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6 the proper voting precinct, the name and official
7 title of the clerk and the words: “ This envelope
8 contains an absent voter’s ballot and must be
9 opened only on election day at the polls while the

10 same are open; ” and the clerk shall thereafter
11 safely keep the same in his office until it is deliv-
-12 ered to him as provided in the nest section.

1 Section 9. At any time between the opening and
2 closing of the polls on said election day, the city
3 or town clerk shall deliver such larger envelope
4 Avith its enclosures to the inspector of elections of
5 such Amting precinct. Said inspectors shall first
6 open the outer envelope and compare the signature
7 of the voter of said application with the signature
Bto said affidavit. In case the inspectors find the
9 affidavit is sufficient and that the signatures cor-

10 respond, and that the applicant is then a duly qual-
-11 ified \r oter of such precinct and has not Amted at
12 that election, they shall open the absent voters’
13 envelopes, in such manner as not to disturb the
14 affidavit thereon, and shall take out the ballot
15 therein contained, and Avithout unfolding it or per-
-16 mitting it to be opened or examined, shall deposit
17 it in the proper ballot boxes and shall shoAV by the
18 records of the election that said voter has voted.
19 In case the affidavit is found to be insufficient, or
20 that the signatures do not correspond or that the
21 applicant is not then a duly qualified voter of such
22 precinct, the vote shall not be counted, but, without
23 opening the absent voter’s envelope the election
24 inspectors or Avarden of such election shall mark
25 across the face thereof the words: “ Rejected as
26 defective ”, or “ Rejected as not a voter ”, as the
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27 case may be. The absent voter’s envelope, when
28 such absent vote is cast, and the absent voter’s en-
-29 velope with its contents unopened, when such ab-
-30 sent vote is rejected, shall be retained and pre-
-31 served in the manner now provided by law for the
32 retention and preservation of official ballots voted
33 at said election.

1 Section* 10. The provisions of this act shall not
2 be so construed as to permit any qualified voter
3 who is present in the place of his residence after
4 the official absent voter ballots have been printed,
5 and who has reason to believe that he will be ah-
-6 sent from his residence on election day as provided
7 in section two, to vote before he leaves his place
8 of residence in like manner as an absent voter;
9 and any qualified voter who has marked his ballot

10 as hereinbefore provided and who shall unexpect-
-11 edly return to his place of residence before or on
12 election day, shall be permitted to vote in person,
13 provided that his ballot has not already been de-
ll posited in the ballot box.

1 Section 11. It shall be the duty of the secretary
2 of the commonwealth, city or town clerk, or any
3 other officer required by law to prepare any gen-
-4 eral or primary election ballots to prepare and
5 cause to be printed and delivered to the proper
6 custodian thereof, at least fifteen days prior to the
7 holding of such election a sufficient number of such
8 absent voter ballots as will be sufficient for all
9 voters likely to be absent from the place in which

10 there are registered voters on the day of such elec-
-11 tion.
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1 Section 12. If any person shall wilfully swear
2 falsely to the affidavit provided for in section six,
3 he shall upon conviction thereof be deemed guilty
4 of perjury and punished in such case by law pro-
-5 vided.

1 Section 13. If any person charged with any
2 duty under the provisions of this act shall refuse
3 or neglect to perform any of the duties prescribed
4 therein, or shall violate any of the provisions
5 thereof, or if any officer taking the affidavit pro-
-6 vided for in section six shall make any false state-
-7 ment in his certificate thereto, he shall be deemed
8 guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by
9 a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by im-

10 prisonment for a term not exceeding thirty days or
11 by both such fine and imprisonment.




