
SENATE No. 380

Mr. Farnsworth gives notice that he shall move that this hill be
substituted, by amendment, for the Senate bill, printed as House,
No. 659.

AN ACT
To establish a Department of Streets and Engineering in the

City of Fitchburg.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in the city of
2 Fitchburg a department of streets and engineering which
3 shall be under the charge of a commissioner, who shall
4 also be the city engineer. Said commissioner shall be a
5 civil engineer and shall be a person fitted by education,
6 training and experience, to efficiently perform the duties
7 of his office, he shall be appointed by the mayor, subject
8 to confirmation by the board of aldermen, for three years,
9 from the first Monday in the January following the adop-

10 tion of this act and until his successor is appointed and
11 qualified, and thereafter the term of office of such com-
-12 missioner and engineer shall be for three years from the
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13 first Monday of January in the year of his appointment
14 and until his successor is appointed and qualified. He
15 may be removed by the mayor and board of aldermen. A
16 vacancy may be filled at any time for the unexpired term.
17 Said commissioner and engineer shall devote his entire
18 time to the work of his department, and shall receive such
19 compensation for his services as the city council shall
20 from time to time determine.

1 Section 2. Said commissioner and engineer shall
2 have the direction, care and supervision of the construc-
-3 tion, alteration, maintenance and repair of the highways,
4 streets, sidewalks and bridges of the city, the care, super-
-5 vision and control of street lighting and of street water-
-0 ing, and shall assign places in the streets, highways, or
7 other ways, for telegraph, telephone, electric light, or
8 other poles, the erection of which may be authorized hy
9 the mayor and hoard of aldermen, he shall make all neces-

-10 sary and proper arrangements for laying dust and in
11 cleaning streets, and for collecting and disposing of ashes.
12 Said commissioner and engineer may apportion and dele-
-13 gate his various powers and duties to a general superin-
-14 tendent who shall be appointed annually by him. The
15 salary of the general superintendent shall be fixed by the
16 city council, and unless otherwise provided, the cominis-
17 sioner and engineer shall fix the compensation of all
18 others employed in his department.

1 Section 3. At the expiration of the term of the ap
2 pointment of the board of special sewer commissioners.
3 who now have control of the construction, maintenance
4 and repair of main drains and common sewers of the city
5 or when the work of the said special commissioners if

6 fully completed, then said commissioner and engineer
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‘ shall assume as part of the duties of his department, the
8 construction, maintenance and repair of all main drains
0 and common sewers, and shall exercise supervision and

10 control of all buildings and structures, and all other
11 equipment, owned and occupied by the city in its system
12 of sewage disposal.

1 Section 4. Said commissioner and engineer by him-
-2 self or his assistants, under his direction, unless other-
3 wise provided, shall take charge of the construction of all
4 public work of the city which comes under his depart-
-5 ment, shall perform all engineering service, making ex-

aminations, making and preparing all estimates and speci-
7 fications, which any department may need in the dis-
-8 charge of its duty, shall supervise all repairs on the
9 bridges used as highways, which effect the safety of the

10 structure, and when required by the mayor, or by any
11 officer or board in charge of a department,' shall measure
12 the work done by contract for the city, and certify to the
13 results of such measurements, and shall make surveys,
14 measurements, levels and estimates, and perform all other
15 duties of a civil engineer, laying out and constructin
16 streets, sidewalks, drains, sewers and other public worl
17 delegated to, or undertaken by his department, and shall
18 perform any and all such other service within the lint
19 of his department, as may he required by the mayor,
20 board of aldermen, city council, or any committee thereof.
21 the city solicitor, or the board having charge of any other
22 department.

1 Section 5. Said commissioner and engineer may from
2 time to time employ office or field assistants as he may

3 require, in the performance of the duties of his depart
4 ment, and shall determine their compensation and unles;
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now or hereafter otherwise provided, may expend such
sums for labor, materials, implements, appliances and in-
cidental expenses, as may be necessary for the use of his
department: provided, that all such expenditures for the
employment of assistants and for material and other in-
cidentals shall be limited to the amount actually appro-
priated by the city council for said department.

Section 6. All contracts made by said commissioner
and engineer for public work or for supplies, or for ma-
terial, shall be subject to the provisions of the Revised
Ordinances of the year nineteen hundred and six, or the
amendments thereof.

Section 1. Said commissioner and engineer shall
have and exercise the powers of surveyors of highways,
or of road commissioners, and his powers and duties may
at any time be further defined by ordinance of the city
council.

Section 8. So much of chapter eighty-one of the acts
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, or of any
acts in addition to or in amendment thereof, and of chap-
ter one hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine as may be inconsistent
with this act, is hereby repealed, subject to the accept-
ance of this act by the legal voters of the city of Fitch-
burg.

Section 9. The question of the acceptance of this act
hall be submitted to the legal voters of the city of Fitch-

burg at the next municipal election, and this act shall be
void unless accepted by a majority of the votes cast
thereon, but if so accepted, it shall take full effect on the
first day of January next succeeding such acceptance.


