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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
To provide for the Construction of a New Bridge between the

City of Boston and the Town of Dedham.

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as folloivs:

if the city of Boston, the chair-
ioners of X orfolk county and

1 Section 1. The mayor
2 man of the county commif
3 the chairman of the board of selectmen of the town
4 Dedham are hereby constituted a commission, and author-
-5 ized, in behalf of the city of Boston, the county of Xor

6 folk and the town of Dedham, respectively, to widen th

7 existing bridge over the Charles ri
8 Boston and the town of Dedham, known a
9 street bridge, without a draw, to

10 sixty feet, and at a cost not exceedi

11 lars. The commission shall serve w

jo appoint an engineer who shall serve without pay, an

Oc Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.
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whose duty it shall be to cause plans and specifications to
be prepared for the bridge and to supervise its construc-
tion, the expense of preparing such plans and specifica-
tions and of inspection to be included in the cost of con-
struction. The commission shall advertise for bids for the
construction of the bridge in the City Record of the city
of Boston and in such other publications as the commis-
sion may select. The contract for the construction shall
be awarded by the commission to the lowest bidder who
is competent and financially responsible, hut the commis-
sion may reject all bids if in its opinion they are excessive
and may advertise for new bids. No contract for the con-
struction of the bridge shall be awarded until the city of
Boston, the county of Norfolk and the town of Dedham,
respectively, shall have made appropriations sufficient to

vcr their respective shares of the cost of construction

Section 2. The cost of construction shall be divided
as follows: fifty per cent to he paid by the city of Bos-

ton, the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars to be paid by
any street railway which shall have a location upon the
bridge, and the balance of said cost to be paid in equal
amounts by the county of Norfolk and the town of Ded-
ham. The expenses incurred shall, as they accrue, be paid
by the city of Boston upon requisition of the commission
and upon approval of the auditor of said city. The com-
mission is authorized to require said street railway com-
pany, the city of Boston, the county of Norfolk and the
town of Dedham to pay into the treasury of the city of
Boston such portions of their shares of the cost of con-
struction, and at such times, as the commission shall
direct. For the purposes of this act the city of Boston,
the county of Norfolk and the town of Dedham, respec-
tively, are authorized to make appropriations from taxes,
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I'"’ loans or revenue under the provisions of law, relating tc
19 thee construction of bridges, applicable to them, respec

20 lively.

1 Section- 3. The approaches upon the Boston side of
2 the biidge shall be constructed and the expense thereof.
3 including laud damages, shall be borne by the citv of Bos-
-4 ton; the approaches on the Dedham side shall be con-
-5 structed and the expense thereof, including land damages,
6 shall be borne by the town of Dedham; and the plans for,
7 and grades of said approaches shall be approved by the
8 commission before the construction of either of the ap-
-9 proaches is begun. No part of the cost of the approaches

10 shall be reckoned as a part of the cost of the construction
11 of the bridge.

1 Section" 4. After the completion of the bridge and its
2 approaches, the cost of maintenance of the bridge, includ-
3 ing the lighting and policing thereof, shall be divided
4 equally between the city of Boston and the town of Ded-
-5 ham, but said city and town may at any time execute a
6 written contract under which either municipality may as-
-7 sume the entire duty of such maintenance on such terms
8 as may be agreed upon. Any suit for a defect or want of
9 repair upon the Boston side of the bridge shall be brought

10 against the city of Boston, and any suit for a defect or
11 want of repair upon the Dedham side of the bridge shall
12 be brought against the town of Dedham, and said city and
13 town shall be liable, respectively, for any damages in-
-14 curred by such defect or want of repair upon their re-
-15 spective sides of the bridge.

x 5. Any street railway company having a
pon the bridge shall keep that paid of the road-
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way thereon which lies within its tracks and eighteen
inches outside said tracks in reasonable repair and safe
for public travel. The pavement on the bridge, includ-
ing that part which said railway company is obliged
under this act to keep in repair, and the base for such
pavement shall be uniform in character and all subse-
quent repairs made by the city of Boston, the town ox
Dedham or said street railway company shall be made
so as to preserve the uniformity of the pavement and the
base thereof.

Section 6. The supreme judicial court, or any jus-
tice thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce
the provisions of this act. No member of the commission
shall be under any personal liability by reason of any
act done in pursuance of the authority given to the com-
mission under this act.

Section 1. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


